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Objective: 
The filters are designed to identify methodologically sound literature on the prognosis of health 
disorders in MEDLINE.  

 
Methods: 
The authors identified a gold standard of 1547 records by hand searching 161 core health care 
journals in 2000.  60% of the gold standard was used to test filters and the remaining 40% was 
used to validate the filters.  The search terms for the filters were collected from relevant records 
and from consulting widely with experts in the field. 

 
Results: 
Several filters are offered. The most sensitive scored 82.3% in the validation test and the most 
precise scored 3.2% in the validation set. The most specific scored 94.2% in the validation set 
and the best compromise between sensitivity and specificity scored 73.4% sensitivity and 
84.1% specificity (1.8% precision). The authors reported that the differences in performance 
between the development and validation sets were not statistically significant. 

 
Discussion: 
The authors discussed how it might be possible to increase precision and other performance 
measures of the search strategies, none of which were tested.  The authors also compared the 
performance of these search strategies with those developed by themselves in 1991. 
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