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APPLICATION FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDY

Research Proposal
Your research proposal is an integral part of the application process for a PhD/Integrated 
PhD/MPhil/Masters by Research, so it is worthwhile investing thought and time on it. It needs to outline 
the nature of your proposed study and give some indication of how you will conduct your research.

Name

Proposed department

If you are applying as part of a pre-arranged / advertised research project, please make that clear 
within your application. If you have already reached agreement with the relevant academic 
department about a particular project that you will be studying, you need only provide brief details 
of that project within the application form but you must state the name of the academic member of 
staff that you have been in contact with.

Some departments have specific guidelines as to what you should include in your research 
proposal.  For further information on specific department requirements please visit 
http://www.york.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/apply/research-proposal-guidance/ and follow the 
department guidance provided. Otherwise please follow the below guidance. 

Your research proposal needs to outline the nature of your proposed study. Unless otherwise 
stated, your research proposal should be between 250 and 350 words in length.  

What to include

1. The topic or hypothesis you wish to investigate

2. Previous work you have done in this area, with reference to the literature

3. An indication of how the anticipated findings will be important and/or original

But note that your proposal will not contribute towards the assessment of your work, and we are 
not expecting a full and final statement of your research interests at this stage of your application.

The purpose of this exercise is that you, the academic department concerned and your eventual 
supervisor(s) can be sure that you and the University are well-matched to one another and can 
make progress, through discussion and correspondence, towards defining your research topic 
before you start your course of study.

http://www.york.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/apply/research-proposal-guidance/
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1. The topic or hypothesis you wish to investigate.

2. Previous work you have done in this area, with reference to the literature.



Marketing, Recruitment, Admissions and Outreach

Outline of proposed Research Topic 

3. An indication of how the anticipated findings will be important and/or original.

Please continue on extra sheets if necessary


