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Department of History exchange with the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

(August to December 2011)
Application Instructions

Thank you for your interest in taking part in Department of History exchange with the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for the Fall Semester (August to December) 2011. 

The deadline for the submission of applications is Monday 10th January 2011. You should therefore arrive back in York with your application complete and ready for delivery to Professor Bill Sheils (Department of History). Late applications will not be accepted.
Your application, which should be typed, should comprise:

1) a completed checklist (enclosed at the end of this handout) confirming the documents you have submitted;

2) a curriculum vitae of not more than one side of A4 giving your personal details, educational and employment history and examination results;

3) an essay of not more than 500 words giving a brief account of your interests and achievements; and stating your reasons for applying to Illinois and what you hope to gain from the Illinois courses you have identified;

4) a list of the courses you have taken so far, or intend to take, during your first year at York;

5) a provisional list of courses you would want to take at the University of Illinois U-C (see their website at www.history.uiuc.edu - note that these courses will not necessarily be available in 2011/12)
6) In addition, you should ask your supervisor (or a tutor) to complete the attached reference form and to return it via internal mail or email to the International Officer, Nicholas Guyatt. (nicholas.guyatt@york.ac.uk). This reference should also arrive by Monday 10th January 2011.

Remember to keep a copy of your application - you will be asked about it if you are selected for interview. Applicants will be informed whether or not they are being invited for interview by the Department by Friday 21st January 2011.  Interviews will take place in Vanbrugh College on Wednesday 26th January or Friday 28th January.
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The University of Illinois will make three places available to students from the Department of History at the University of York in the autumn semester 2011 (August – December). The exchange semester will take the place of the first term of study at York towards a York degree. The Department of History must therefore be satisfied that an acceptable programme of studies will be followed during semester at Illinois. To be permitted to take part in the exchange, candidates must maintain throughout their first year a level of academic performance satisfactory to the Board of Studies.
Founded in 1867, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign offers degree programmes in more than 100 fields of study and has approximately 26,000 undergraduate and 9,000 graduate students.

How to apply

If you are interested in applying, please consult the University of Illinois website, and in particular their information regarding the Department of History. 

http://www.history.uiuc.edu/

The usual course load for York students would be two 200-level and two 300-level courses during the exchange semester. Please also note that the courses you choose will need to fulfil the requirements of your degree course here; in practice, this means that you will be taking mostly History courses, in a programme to be agreed with both Illinois and the Chair of the Board of Studies. 

Please note that the application timetable for the University World Wide Exchange (WWE) schemes means that you may NOT apply for the WWE programmes, except for the exchange with the University of California. The Study Abroad office expects to make a decision about California exchange places before the History Department will select students for Illinois; if you are successful in the California competition, you could then withdraw from the Illinois competition in late January before interviews take place for the History Illinois scheme. 

Please note that, if you are not chosen for one of the Illinois exchange places, you will still be eligible for the History Department’s Erasmus exchanges (in France, Germany, Italy, and the Netherlands) for 2011-12. Further information about these exchanges will be circulated in the spring term of 2011. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *

The Department of History will review the Illinois applications and candidates may be required to attend an interview: notification of this will be given by Friday 21st January, with interviews on Wednesday 26th and Friday 28th January. The final selection will be announced soon afterwards.

The applications of those selected will be sent to Illinois shortly afterwards in the Spring Term.  Acceptance by Illinois of candidates nominated by York is normally a formality, but Illinois (like York) reserves the formal right to reject candidates recommended to it. Acceptance is only ‘official’ once the DS2019 (visa eligibility) and a letter of formal acceptance has been received from the UIUC Office of International Admissions.

Finances and costs

If you are selected to take part in the exchange, you will need to provide evidence of your ability to finance the trip, both for admission to the University of Illinois and to secure a student visa to enter the United States. You will have to demonstrate that you have access to funds amounting to approximately $8,600 (approximately £5200), by offering written evidence that may include some (or all) of the following:

· a letter from your bank stating your current bank balance, or a current bank statement

· a letter from your parent, guardian or sponsor stating the amount they are willing to make available to you during your semester abroad and evidence (e.g. a bank statement or letter) that this sum is available to them

· a letter confirming that you are eligible for a student loan during the academic year that you will be abroad and the amount of the current loan (the Undergraduate Office should be able to provide you with this).

The figure of about $8,600 is based on the 2010/11 sum that UIUC suggest for a typical student lifestyle.  This is used by the American immigration authorities in order to allow access to the United States.  It is generally set higher than the actual costs that you will incur during the five months at Illinois. (York’s Study Abroad office estimates actual costs for a semester at Illinois as $7,750 for 2010/11.) 

You will pay no tuition fees to UIUC but all other fees and charges that a student at Illinois would normally pay will be your responsibility including accommodation, all meals, travel expenses, health insurance and activity charges.   If you are a self-financing student paying your own tuition fees at York, you will continue to pay them at the normal rate during your semester at Illinois.
The University of York can accept no responsibility for any additional financial burden imposed by your exchange. If you are supported by your parents, you should check that they are happy with the financial arrangements before you apply. If you receive financial sponsorship from the armed forces or an industrial firm, you should check in advance that your sponsor has no objection to your taking part in the exchange.

In order to ensure that you receive your student loan in good time, the University will write on your behalf to the appropriate authority asking for each instalment of your loan to be paid in advance into a British bank account specified by you. This will enable you to open an account and transfer funds as soon as you arrive at Illinois. 

On a practical note, a credit card will be very useful at Illinois, but difficult to obtain there: you are strongly advised to obtain one before you leave. (Visa and Mastercard are widely accepted in the United States.)

Applying for a visa

The University of Illinois will ask you to complete a form stating the financial resources which will be at your disposal during your year there; this is a requirement imposed by the immigration authorities.  In return you will be sent a Certificate of Eligibility (Form I-20 or DS-2019) which, together with your passport and other supporting documentation including the letter from Illinois offering you a place and a photocopy of your completed financial resources form, will enable you to obtain a visa from the United States Embassy in London (or the United States Consulate General in Belfast.) Full instructions on applying for a US visa will be supplied by the Study Abroad Office at York in the Summer Term. Please note that as of January 2003, all students going to the US must apply for their visa in person at an American embassy. It is no longer possible to apply by post. International students going on exchange are advised to apply for a US visa in their home country and not in the UK.

There are two fees associated with the visa application. The application fee itself is $131. There will also be a $180 (J-1 student) or $200 (F-1 student) SEVIS fee payable in advance of the visa application. SEVIS is the US immigration system that tracks foreign and exchange students.

Accommodation

York students are strongly encouraged to live in the University Residence Halls.  To ensure that a place is reserved for you, your housing application must be received by July 1* together with a cheque drawn against a US bank (or a double-signed traveller’s cheque) to the value of $100 as a deposit (you will receive this deposit back in full only if there is no damage to the rooms).  

Most students admitted will be placed in either Sherman or Daniels Halls, both of which house students in their second year and above. Both halls offer single and shared double rooms. Both halls do not require a meal plan.  However, if you are placed in an undergraduate residence hall, you must pay for a compulsory meal plan scheme, through which your meals will be provided.  For further information about accommodation, see http://www.housing.uiuc.edu
* this date should not change but please check with the Study Abroad Office to confirm.
Health insurance

All students are required to be covered under the Health Service Fee and to have some form of health insurance coverage.  The Health Service Fee provides access to the McKinley Health Centre and Counselling Centre.  McKinley takes care of minor ailments and illnesses (excluding dental and eye care) and will refer students to outside hospitals for major illnesses.  As a guide, the McKinley Health Service Fee in 2010/11 is $460 for two semesters. You may not opt out of the scheme.  You will also be required to show that you have certain immunisations before registering for classes. You are also required to have adequate health insurance. If you fail to do this, you will be obliged to take out health insurance at Illinois. As a guide the 2010/11 fee for Illinois health insurance is $206 for two semesters.

The U.S. health system is very different from the NHS in Britain. Even U.S. citizens with robust health insurance usually incur ‘co-payments’ or ‘deductible’ charges for normal procedures that are (partially) covered by their insurance. For this reason, it is vital that you take out insurance policies that will cover every eventuality and protect you from any financial liability in the event of a serious  accident or illness. If you are offered an exchange place, you should discuss your insurance options with the International Officer and the Study Abroad office.

Courses

Students will normally be expected to take two 200 level courses and two 300 level courses in History at the University of Illinois. The website serves as a general guide to the courses available, though not all courses will be available in each semester. 

After selection for the Exchange programme, the Department of History will prepare a list of the courses that you are required to follow throughout the semester, and this will be forwarded to our contact in Illinois who will make every effort to ensure that places are reserved for you on those courses. 

On registering for each course, you should explain your position as an exchange student to your course instructor and ask her/him to complete an evaluation form at the end of the course and to return it in confidence direct to York; blank copies of the form will be given to you before you leave. You should make every effort to retrieve all the assessed work and examination scripts which you submit in Illinois, for the Board of Studies to look over on your return. In addition, in case work is not returned, you keep copies of essays or other work you submit for credit at Illinois. You should also keep course descriptions and examination question papers. In taking into account work undertaken at Illinois for the final degree classification, the examiners may have regard not only to the grades awarded but also to the method of assessment used and the quality of the work submitted.

Your work at Illinois is converted into marks that count towards your Finals at York. Since you will be missing two twenty-credit modules in the York Autumn term, you will need to find an equivalent of 40 credits from Illinois for York Finals. In 2010-11, the conversion scheme allowed students to transfer their two highest marks at Illinois, though students are expected (by York and by Illinois) to perform well in all four of their Illinois courses. 

Returning to York

You will return to York at the end of December 2011 
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Department of History Exchange Programme with the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

(Fall Semester 2011)

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

This form, once completed, should be submitted with your application.
NAME:____________________________________________________________

COLLEGE/TERM TIME ADDRESS:____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



               _________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL:_______________________________

NAME OF SUPERVISOR/TUTOR WHO HAS AGREED TO SUPPORT YOUR 

APPLICATION: ________________________________________

Please check off the boxes for the items you are enclosing:

· curriculum vitae

· application essay

· list of courses taken or to be taken during your first year at York

· provisional course list(s) for the University of Illinois

· I have secured a reference from the supervisor/tutor named above

Have you also applied to the University’s WWE scheme to the University of California? 
Yes  /  No
SIGNED___________________________
DATE______________________

[The University collects information about students for administrative, academic, statutory and health and safety reasons. It conforms with the Data Protection Act 1998 in its collection, processing and disclosure of personal data. It cannot operate effectively without processing information about you and requires your consent to do so. Your signature on this form indicates your agreement to the processing of your personal data for any purposes connected with your application for this Exchange Programme, your health and safety, or for any other legitimate reason. Further information on Data Protection Issues can be obtained from the Data Protection Co-ordinator, Vice-Chancellor’s Office]

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: Monday 10th January 2011
NB: this is the start of Spring Term 2011 and you should therefore 

arrive back in York with your application complete and ready for delivery 

to Professor Bill Sheils, Department of History.

Department of History Exchange Programme with the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

(Fall Semester 2011)

Reference form

Name of Student____________________________________________________

Degree programme (e.g. single-subject History)_____________________________

Name of Referee_____________________________________________________

Department of Referee________________________________________________

Email address of Referee______________________________________________

To students: you are asked to obtain a reference from either your supervisor or a York tutor who knows your work. You should discuss your interest in Illinois with her/him, including the courses you hope to take, and explain what you’re hoping to gain from the exchange programme. 

To supervisors or tutors: please attach a short reference to this form detailing the academic performance of the applicant to date, and assessing their potential to benefit from the History exchange programme at the University of Illinois. You can return your reference via internal mail to Nicholas Guyatt, International Officer, Department of History; or via email to nicholas.guyatt@york.ac.uk. We would be very grateful to receive your reference before Monday 10th January, 2011. 
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