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ASSESSMENT GUIDELINE 
Module Title Global Public Health 

Module Code HEA00016M Module Level* 7 

Word Limit /Exam Duration 1000 words Assessment Type(s) Essay 
Marking Criteria 
Guidelines should be read in conjunction with the marking criteria guidance for the module level* noted above: 
http://www.york.ac.uk/healthsciences/student-intranet/exam-assess/markgrid/   

Confidentiality 
It is a breach of confidentiality to disclose any personal information about a patient, service user, colleague, staff or any other 
person or place that could in principle enable them to be identified. For further guidance please refer to the departmental policy 
on Confidentiality at the following link: www.york.ac.uk/healthsciences/student-intranet/exam-assess/conduct/confidentiality/ 

Assessment Timing 
The deadline for correctly presenting a submission is 4.30pm on the published submission date. 
The submission deadline is published on the Programme Assessment Schedule available on the following link: 
http://www.york.ac.uk/healthsciences/student-intranet/timetables/assessment-schedules/  

Referencing 
You must reference your work in accordance with departmental referencing guidelines which you can access via the following 
link: http://www.york.ac.uk/integrity/harvard.html 

Assessment Guidance 
 
Formative Preparation  
There will be an opportunity to undertake some formative preparation for the summative assessment. For this you 
will decide on the topic of choice, the title of your briefing paper and you will create a plan and timeline for 
completion of your briefing paper. You will submit this for individual feedback at the end of the module in week 10.   
 

Summative Assessment  
The written assessment is a briefing paper aimed at a government or policy official of any country of your choice. You 
assume that they have limited knowledge of the topic in question but you want to advocate for change. They don’t 
have time to read around the topic in depth so you will need to use evidence from the literature to persuade them of 
the importance of the change you advocate. You will also need to make your points clearly and succinctly.  
 
Consider the following to help to structure your work: 

1. What country are you going to choose? 

2. What issue needs to be addressed and why now? 

3. What is the context currently in the country you have chosen? (Make sure you include published evidence on 
the topic and context) 

4. What change/service/policy are you advocating? (Be specific and make sure that you have thought it out 
thoroughly. You might use evidence from other countries about what has worked elsewhere) 

5. What challenges might the government/policy official encounter and how can these challenges be overcome 

6. How will you end your paper? 
 
The topic should be relevant and informed by the material covered in the module and specifically address a current 
global public health issue. Nevertheless, you will have freedom to go beyond this material too.  
 
For example, it could be focussed around a sexual and reproductive health but your specific topic could be ‘Improving 
services for women with gestational diabetes in Saudi Arabia’.  
 
Or, if your chosen area is environmental degradation and health you could do a briefing paper on ‘Public health 
implications of access to clean water for Roma people in Eastern Europe’. 
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If focussed on primary health care systems and their impact on health for children under five years you will want to 
choose a particular country.  
 
It is important to be very specific and not to try to cover too many issues. Cover just one issue, in one country, 
possibly even for one population group. The briefing paper should be clearly written, follow a logical order and 
structure, and most importantly should be backed up by evidence and be referenced appropriately.  
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