e INTRODUCTION

# Herbicides can have an adverse environmental impact because of drift, leaching and runoff;

# Pendimethalin is a pre-emergence herbicide largely used to control most annual grasses and many broad-leaved weeds
in several crops, and in maize in particular;

# Contamination of water courses can be reduced by adopting untreated “buffer strips” at the edges of cultivated fields;

# Soil characteristics (texture and OM content, in particular) can affect pesticide movement due to runoff

e AIM To study the runoff of pendimethalin over two soils with different texture cultivated with maize
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e RESULTS
. .. No samples above the detection limit
Pendimethalin in runoff water ]

— In keeping with data from the literature
— Long interval between treatment and first water collection (30 days, in 2003, and 61 days, in 2004)

Pendimethalin in soil
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e CONCLUSIONS

No pendimethalin in runoff water |I- Untreated buffer strip of 6 m large is enough to prevent water
courses contamination
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