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Answer ONE of the THREE questions.
Your answer must present arguments for and against the topic under
discussion using basic principles.

The extracts from laws and conventions are for guidance only. They do not
need to be part of your answer.
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Question 1.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan is the UK’s response to the 1992 Convention on Biological
Diversity. Local reintroductions are considered necessary as part of the plan, for example for
the Field Cricket, Adonis Blue butterfly and Silver Studded Blue butterfly. Should we also
reintroduce large mammals such as wolves and wild boar? (See 1992 Convention on
Biological Diversity)

Question 2.

Direct payments for conservation based on the opportunity costs of lost production have been
advocated as a way of protecting biodiversity and compensating local communities. Are such
direct payments just? (See 1948 United Nations Universal Declaration Of Human Rights).

Question 3.

Scientific evidence is increasingly pointing towards anthropogenic pollution being implicated
in climate change. Should both developed and developing countries bear equal responsibility
for reducing emissions of greenhouse gases? (See 1992 United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change).



1992 Convention on Biological Diversity

Article 8. In-situ Conservation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

(a) Establish a system of protected areas or areas where special measures need to be taken to
conserve biological diversity; (b) Develop, where necessary, guidelines for the selection,
establishment and management of protected areas or areas where special measures need to be
taken to conserve biological diversity;

(c) Regulate or manage biological resources important for the conservation of biological
diversity whether within or outside protected areas, with a view to ensuring their conservation
and sustainable use;

(d) Promote the protection of ecosystems, natural habitats and the maintenance of viable
populations of species in natural surroundings;

(e) Promote environmentally sound and sustainable development in areas adjacenf to protected
areas with a view to furthering protection of these areas;

(f) Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosystems and promote the recovery of threatened

species, inter alia, through the development and implementation of plans or other management
strategies;

(g) Establish or maintain means to regulate, manage or control the risks associated with the use
and release of living modified organisms resulting from biotechnology which are likely to have
adverse environmental impacts that could affect the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity, taking also into account the risks to human health;

(h) Prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten
ecosystems, habitats or species;

(i) Endeavour to provide the conditions needed for compatibility between present uses and the
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components;

() Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for
the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and promote their wider application
with the approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices
and encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such
knowledge, innovations and practices;

(k) Develop or maintain necessary legislation and/or other regulatory provisions for the
protection of threatened species and populations;

() Where a significant adverse effect on biological diversity has been determined pursuant to
Article 7, regulate or manage the relevant processes and categories of activities; and

(m) Cooperate in providing financial and other support for in-situ conservation outlined in
subparagraphs (a) to (I) above, particularly to developing countries.



1948 UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

Preamble

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of
the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged
the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of
speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the
common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion
against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women
and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations,
the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the
. full realization of this pledge,

Now, therefore,
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all
peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this
Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these
rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal
and effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves and
among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

Article 1

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international
status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-
governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty.



Article 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.

Article 17

1. Everyoﬁe has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Article 25

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of
himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary
social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability,
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, whether
born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

Article 28

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration can be fully realized.

1992 The United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change

ARTICLE 2 OBJECTIVE

The ultimate objective of this Convention and any related legal instruments that the Conference of
the Parties may adopt is to achieve, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention,
stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent
dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. Such a level should be achieved
within a time-frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure
that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a
sustainable manner.

ARTICLE 3 PRINCIPLES

In their actions to achieve the objective of the Convention and to implement its provisions, the
Parties shall be guided, INTER ALIA, by the following:

1. The Parties should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations of
humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities. Accordingly, the developed country Parties should take
the lead in combating climate change and the adverse effects thereof.

2. The specific needs and special circumstances of developing country Parties, especially those that
are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, and of those Parties, especially
developing country Parties, that would have to bear a disproportionate or abnormal burden under
the Convention, should be given full consideration.

3. The Parties should take precautionary measures to anticipate, prevent or minimize the causes of
climate change and mitigate its adverse effects. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing such



measures, taking into account that policies and measures to deal with climate change should be
cost-effective so as to ensure global benefits at the lowest possible cost. To achieve this, such
policies and measures should take into account different socio-economic contexts, be
comprehensive, cover all relevant sources, sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases and
adaptation, and comprise all economic sectors. Efforts to address climate change may be carried
out cooperatively by interested Parties. ‘

ARTICLE 4 COMMITMENTS

2. The developed country Parties and other Parties included in Annex | commit themselves
specifically as provided for in the following:

(a) Each of these Parties shall adopt national policies and take corresponding measures on the
mitigation of climate change, by limiting its anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases and
protecting and enhancing its greenhouse gas sinks and reservoirs. These policies and measures will
demonstrate that developed countries are taking the lead in modifying longer-term trends in
anthropogenic emissions consistent with the objective of the Convention, recognizing that the return
by the end of the present decade to earlier levels of anthropogenic emissions of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases not controlied by the Montreal Protocol would contribute to such
modification, and taking into account the differences in these Parties' starting points and approaches,
economic structures and resource bases, the need to maintain strong and sustainable economic
growth, available technologies and other individual circumstances, as well as the need for equitable
and appropriate contributions by each of these Parties to the global effort regarding that objective.
These Parties may implement such policies and measures jointly with other Parties and may assist
other Parties in contributing to the achievement of the objective of the Convention and, in particular,
that of this subparagraph;




