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Chemists Warn of the Risk from Air Pollution Over Megacities
New research by European and African scientists, including a team of chemists from the University
of York, warns of the risks posed by the increasing air pollution over the cities of West Africa – amid
fears it could have an impact on human health, meteorology and regional climate.
The atmosphere above West Africa is still one of the least
studied and understood on the planet, despite its central
role for the health and economic wellbeing of a large and
increasing population.
Rapidly expanding cities such as Lagos in Nigeria, Accra in
Ghana and Abidjan in Ivory Coast are producing large
amounts of harmful aerosols and gaseous pollutants.
Scientists say human health, food security and the climate of the region is at risk and there is an
urgent need for better observations and models to quantify the magnitude and characteristic of these
impacts.
The region’s climate is characterized by a sensitive monsoon system which controls winds,
temperature, clouds and most importantly rain. Changes in air pollutants may be causing changes in
the solar heating and clouds, which in turn may lead to changes in the rainfall and temperature.
As the population of the region grows these changes may intensify, the scientists say.
The study, published in Nature Climate Change, is part of a EU-funded research project which is led
by Professor Peter Knippertz from the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, and also involves the
University of Leeds and other European and African institutions.
The scientists warn that the region has been, and is projected to be, subject to substantial
greenhouse-gas-induced warming with the monsoonal flows particularly sensitive to the impact of
aerosols.
Professor Mat Evans, based at the Wolfson Atmospheric Chemistry Laboratories at the University of
York and one of the authors of the study, said: “The story here is that climate change is happening,
there’s no doubt about that.
“How that manifests itself with something like rainfall, which is what really matters, is much more
complicated.
“If we are missing key processes in our models because we have not gone out and tested them in
challenging environments then we have less confidence in what is going on.”
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Professor Evans said it was vital that any future policy advice is based on sound scientific
observations from the region.
“If you are going to make plans for how to deal with this in the future you want to do it from a position
of knowledge rather than a position of ignorance. We need to get more observations in the region
and we have started to do that.
“At the moment we don’t have the observations to be able to test the models to even know how good
the predictions are.”
He said the most urgent need now was to collect much needed data from the atmosphere above
West Africa.
“Ultimately, what we want to be able to do is make predictions about what we think will happen in a
five year timescale, 10 year timescale and 50 year timescale.
“The environmental degradation maybe local but the implications can be regional and global. One of
the potential impacts is population migration.
“If people have no food because the climate is changing in their region then they will move. There
are knock on effects.”
Further information
The research: The possible role of local air pollution in climate change in West Africa was funded
from the European Union Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement
603,502 as part of the Dynamics-aerosol-chemistry-cloud interactions in West Africa (DACCIWA)
project. Link to the paper.

Dr Alexandra Inayat Awarded Green Chemistry Fellowship
Dr Alexandra Inayat has been awarded a postdoctoral fellowship by the
German National Academy of Sciences (Leopoldina) to join the Green
Chemistry Centre of Excellence (GCCE) as a postdoctoral fellow for 2
years. Her research project will focus on the synthesis of potential
solvents and monomers from renewable resources.
She obtained her PhD at the Institute of Chemical Reaction Engineering
at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg in Germany, with the main focus
on the development of porous materials for catalytic applications.
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York Chemistry Tops Russell Group in 2015 NSS
The recently published 2015 NSS results show that 98% of our students are satisfied with the
quality of their Chemistry degree here in York.
With 98% overall student satisfaction in the 2015 NSS,
the Department of Chemistry at York has achieved the
best score amongst all Russell Group universities.
The quality of the teaching here in York being rated
amongst the very best in the country reflects the
enthusiastic and engaged academic staff who ensure
they bring the latest results from their cutting-edge
research to life.
This outstanding result is no 'flash in the pan'.

For

many years, Chemistry at York has worked extremely
hard to ensure it delivers the highest

quality

educational experience possible.
Indeed, over the last seven years, overall student satisfaction has averaged over 96% - a
remarkable result.
Combined with over £30 million spent in the same period on new buildings and facilities, including
a state-of-the-art teaching laboratory, the NSS results cement York's position as one of the premier
places to study Chemistry in the UK.
Professor Richard Taylor, Head of Department commented on the NSS result:
"I was delighted to see that we continue to progress - not only did the overall satisfaction increase
from 95% to 98%, the scores for assessment/feedback, learning resources and organisation/
management all improved from the 2014 scores. And it is very rewarding to see that 95% of our
students found the lecturers enthusiastic, and 98% commented on how well our lecturers explained
themselves. Of course, the most important thing is to keep improving. Our brand new, professionalstandard teaching labs are now fully operational, our main lecture theatre has been refurbished in
2015, and we are looking forward to welcoming our new Chemistry, Biochemistry and Natural
Sciences students in the Autumn. The 2015 NSS results are excellent - but we will not rest on our
laurels!"
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Board of Studies
Calendar of Meetings 2015-2016
Term

Week

Date

Day/Time

Room

2015
Autumn

SV13

22 September

Tuesday 14:00

A102

7

11 November

Wednesday 14:00

A102

4

27 January

Wednesday 14:00

A102

4

4 May

Wednesday 14:00

A102

10

15 June

*

Wednesday 13:30

A102

10

16 June

*

Thursday 13:30

A102

SV2

27 June

Monday 09:30

A102

2016
Spring

Summer

* Provisional dates for Extraordinary meetings for Examinations results
Graduation Ceremony Dates (provisional):
Friday, 22 January 2016
Saturday, 23 January 2016
Wednesday 13 July 2016
Thursday 14 July 2016
Friday 15 July 2016
Saturday 16 July 2016

Suggestion Box
Reminder: there is a Suggestion Box located next to the pigeon holes in the
foyer of A Block and one outside Room K167 for YSBL staff. Suggestions
from staff are most

welcome. All suggestions are discussed at the

departmental communications meeting.
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CIEC at the ASE Primary Science Conference at NSLC
CIEC were well represented at the recent Primary Science Conference held at NSLC, York this
summer. Joy Parvin, CIEC Director, was present with two of the CIEC Advisory teachers, Jane
Winter and Nicky Waller.
Nicky had been invited to give the plenary keynote address - she outlines her theme below.
“The initial title was 'Putting the wow into working scientifically' until I redrafted the title during the
actual session to ensure that my message was clear. The new title then read 'Keeping the wow in
Working Scientifically' to ensure that teachers are not just using wow science activities shared at
conferences, websites, YouTube etc. whereby you have that 'wow' moment with the children but
then nothing much more than that. It is crucial that, with every and any science activity we share with
the children, the most important aspect of the planning phase is to think carefully about what will the
children be able to know, understand or do as a result of this activity and then plan forwards from
this point. The way in which we keep this going week after week in all our science lessons is to start
with the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum and build from there, ensuring that the
skills of working scientifically are deeply embedded in everything we teach. I believe that it is only by
doing this that we are allowing the children we teach to become the most super scientists they
possibly can be.
In the session, I shared my interpretation of the classic 'kid friendly elephant's toothpaste' activity
using an imaginative story about a wise, well-loved King and clever little scientist named Pip who
astounded the entire kingdom. We also heard about Clever Colin who made a simple magnifying
glass to help the wizard read his magic spells (we even cracked some tiny codes too!) as well as
taking part in measuring exercises, the Curly Wurly stretching world record and discovering a way to
make giant gummy bears whilst learning about absorption.
Finally, every participant was given a copy of CIEC's new Progression in Working Scientifically from
EYFS to Key Stage 3 booklet. Copies of this can be downloaded free from our website.”

An animated Nicky at her plenary session

Page 6

Nicky and Jane also delivered a workshop each.
Jane’s session – Science in the Outdoor Classroom – was very popular with the delegates. More
than 20 teachers explored ways to use the outside environment to enthuse children about
science. Activities included investigating natural materials and manmade fabrics to find which were
suitable to make fairy houses, parachutes and rafts and building a science den out of bamboo
canes.
Making a fairy house

Nicky Waller gave a workshop entitled Exciting Science Activities for Early Years Foundation Stage
and Key Stage 1. Once again the audience were very receptive to all Nicky’s ideas for activities as
they were very simple, covered basic science concepts and easy for the non-specialist primary
school teacher to carry out with the very youngest scientists in school and help develop
children's questioning and observation skills.
The teachers particularly liked ideas for making fossilized dinosaur eggs to hide around the school
grounds and then go hunting like palaeontologists in order to carefully uncover what is hiding inside!
Another favourite was the variation on the Crafty Crow Aesop's fable whereby children have to help
Sylvia the bird reach the water inside the jam jar so that she can have a drink after a long and thirsty
flight!
Joy felt the day had been extremely successful, ‘The annual Primary Science conference is a great
place for primary teachers to meet up, exchange good practice and go home full of new ideas. And
I’m sure Nicky and Jane gave them plenty of material for next year!’
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York Chemistry Students at Eurogames
Laurence McLellan Bastidas (1st year undergraduate) and Chris Unsworth (2nd year PhD student)
competed in the international LGBTQ inclusive sports festival, the Eurogames. The team, including
other University of York swimmers, used a Yustart page to raise £800 to enable them to compete
and help publicise the importance of considering LGBTQ inclusion in sport. Their campaign received
attention from many media outlets with donations coming in from all over the world. However, the
Chemistry department provided a large amount of the donations that made attending the Eurogames
feasible.
At the games the group won 6 gold, 3 silver and 2 bronze medals
across their events. However, the group took much more than
silverware away from the event. The group attended the opening
ceremony and reception dinner and we were lucky to hear from a
wide variety of inspiring individuals from LGBT international sports
people to Swedish LGBT ambassadors and members of the Swedish
parliament.
The group has left the Eurogames wanting to do more. One of the
most important messages from the games was that education and
discussion with youth groups will help LGBT inclusions causes. The
group wish to use their Eurogames attendance as a vessel to allow
them to speak to these groups about the importance of diversity and
what can be done to make sure everyone has access to sport.
The group would like to say thanks to everyone from Chemistry that helped us get to Sweden, it was
great to have such support from the department. It really shows what a great institution the
department is.
Chris has made a short vlog about the groups experience and can be found on the following
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_Sggjic5nY
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The Chemistry Bakeoff 2015
The Chemistry Department Bake Off will be held on the 15 th September in A122 at 1pm. Any baked
goods are welcome for entry. Entrants should bring their bake to A122 for judging at 12.30pm. There
are three available prizes, for taste, appearance and 'overall enjoyment factor'.
This year the judging panel will be led by our very own Mel and Sue, Alison Parkin and Dave Smith.
After judging at 1pm, all will be welcome to eat the bakes with a suggested donation of £3 per
person for York Food Bank (with the potential for a lot of eating!)
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The PhD Game
Residents of the Physical Chemistry office are now acclimatising to life with ‘Summer Pudding’ walls
and discovered the below game as part of the clear-out.
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Chemical InterActions Talks
A new series of talks arranged by the Chemical InterActions group has got off to a great start in the
Department following a successful application for funding from the RSC. The group wanted to hold
career-related seminars and invite a variety of speakers to talk about their own career paths and
experiences, or about the issues that arise throughout career development relating to training,
equality and diversity. The talks are aimed at a wide audience rather than being research specific.
So far, we have had a talk from Dr Elizabeth Gibson, a former PhD student at York who is now an
academic and involved with outreach and promoting women in STEM subjects. We also enjoyed a
combined seminar from Professors Dave Smith and Paul Walton who talked about equality and
diversity in science, particularly relating to women and LGBT. Both talks were very well attended so
thank you to everyone for your support.

Our next speaker, Dr Steve Hutchinson, is scheduled for Wednesday 9th September at 2pm in
A122. After his PhD and working as an academic zoologist, Dr Steve Hutchinson moved to the field
of training and development and since then has been at the forefront of staff development practice –
having led programs and units at the Universities of York and Leeds. He went freelance nearly ten
years ago and after setting up his own consulting company he has designed and delivered
acclaimed programs for a huge range of institutions internationally. He is also a coach and author;
his third book - Enhancing the Doctoral Experience – was published in 2014. Tea and cake will be
served from 2pm so please come along.
We are pleased to confirm that we have two more speakers arranged for Autumn term so please
make a note of the dates in your diary:
Tuesday 3 November, 1pm, A122: Dr Annie Hodgson
Tuesday 8 December, 4pm, A122: Dr Glenn Hurst
If anyone is interested in getting involved with Chemical Interactions to help with future events, or
has any ideas for future speakers, please email chemical-interactions-group@york.ac.uk
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New Undergraduate Study Space
We have completed the refurbishment of room B136 as a new flexible study space for our
undergraduates. The space has been introduced following feedback about the lack of a study area
for project students, including BSc students doing chemical communication projects and other nonlab based projects. The room has 12 individual study desks available for daily use (during normal
working hours) by students on a first-come first-served basis (students will not be able to reserve a
desk). We encourage staff to promote the use of this space to their supervisees.

New Starters
Dr Peter Richardson, Postdoctoral Research Associate working in CHyM
Room: CHM/115, Extension: 8894, Email: peter.richardson@york.ac.uk
Dr Goutam Guchhait, Postdoctoral Research Associate
Room: C/B028, Extension: 2594, Email: goutam.guchhait@york.ac.uk
Mr Stephane Ferandez-Garcia, Process Development Unit Technologist working in the BDC
Room: BDC 2.52b, Extension: 435361, Email: stephane.ferandezgarcia@york.ac.uk.
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Summer Student Development Work in Teaching Laboratories

For three weeks during July / August, teaching laboratories hosted nine summer students from the
second and third years working on a variety of projects to improve undergraduate practicals. Five of
the students received funding through the S-Labs (http://www.effectivelab.org.uk/) and Green
Chemistry partnership, investigating ways to green several undergraduate practicals. Initially solvent
substitution for three existing experiments was explored with two potentially bio-derivable solvents (2
-MeTHF and CPME) with disappointing results. However success was found through the greening of
work-up procedures with replacement of diethyl ether with ethyl acetate for two reactions, reducing
the fire-risk. Column chromatography optimisations were also explored for the MChem Organic
practical, and changes to the solvent ramp found a robust scheme saving 300 mL of solvent per
column which amounts to over 8 Winchesters of solvent per year.
The four students employed on departmental funding started by developing a third skills day at the
start of the first-year to teach concepts of recrystallisation. A number of alternative reactions were
also developed to replace the existing S2 (paracetamol) experiment, in order that a chloroform
soluble product could be formed to enable NMR spectroscopy to be introduced into the synthesis
course. Two different reactions were developed to script stage, with a Mathews reaction being
selected as the favoured reaction due to its inclusion of reflux, acid-base workup and
recrystallisation skills. The Friedel Crafts step of S6 (two-step synthesis) was also investigated to try
and improve the reproducibility in the experiment and try to identify the reason why some reactions
fail to precipitate the product as a solid. In order to incorporate some error-analysis into the Analysis
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course, some work was carried out on the titration step in the steel experiment (A4). In Advanced
Synthesis many alternative Salen ligand and catalyst preparations were explored in order to remove
the highly toxic cobalt from the course. Following the exploration of many routes, a manganese
catalyst was settled on.
In addition to their laboratory skills, the
students also refined their synthetic skills
in their kitchens, producing a selection of
cakes to fuel their laboratory work and
ensuring

that

their

labours

were

appropriately recorded in their kitchen lab
book: https://goo.gl/lL3Yau

Prof. Dave Smith & Dr Glenn Hurst Attend ViCE PHEC 2015
On the 20th and 21st August 2015, Professor Dave Smith and Dr
Glenn Hurst attended the Variety in Chemistry Education and
Physics Higher Education Conference (ViCE PHEC) 2015 at the
University of Nottingham.
The introductory keynote lecture presented by Professor Paula Heron from the University of
Washington discussed the extent to which interactive teaching is sufficient to promote conceptual
development. It was specifically highlighted that in order to facilitate deep learning, instructional
techniques must be constructed with a strong consideration of how both students learn and what
they already understand. With respect to support teaching, it was concluded that to achieve optimal
student learning, tutorials and workshops should be continually revised as the facilitator develops a
deeper understanding as to the origin of student thinking in that topic.
Subsequent oral presentations discussed new learning resources together with a thought-provoking
session on learning theories for the flipped classroom. Following a short introduction to
constructivism, conceptual change theory and the social theories of learning, these concepts were
applied to discuss how to tailor flipping/peer-instruction methodologies for practitioners. It is
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noteworthy that electronic voting/clickers to develop such activities were both used and strongly
advocated amongst delegates. In the afternoon, the degree of success with respect to the
implementation of peer assessment and electronic marking on student performance and satisfaction
was discussed.
The second day commenced with a highly interactive keynote lecture from Professor Paul Taylor
from the University of Leeds discussing ecopedagogy as a framework to teach sustainability and
related topics in the physical sciences. This was followed by a highly useful session detailing how to
publish innovation and educational research in chemistry. The following sessions examined learning
models, teaching in the laboratory and a focus on transition, interdisciplinary and internationalisation
where Dave presented his work on “iTube, YouTube, WeTube – Engaging Undergraduate
Chemistry Students in Collaborative Global Education” published in the Journal of Chemical
Education.
Attending ViCE PHEC was exceptionally useful to further explore innovative teaching practice in
other departments, make new collaborations, develop new ideas and consider more methods to
acquire funding for pedagogical research together with disseminating findings. Glenn would like to
thank the Department for funding his attendance at the conference. Glenn is also very grateful to the
Royal Society of Chemistry Education Division Council who awarded Glenn with a travel grant to
attend the event.
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Yi Jin Attends IUPAC 2015 General Assembly (GA)
It was such a great pleasure for me to participate the IUPAC 2015 General Assembly (GA) as a
young observer in Busan, Republic of Korea. The whole RSC-funded trip started with the luck that I
got bumped into the business class for the leg from Frankfurt to Seoul for free, thanks to the
overbooking in the popular tourism season. Even better, when we got to Busan, the weather was so
hot, humid and sunny that, I wasn’t even sure how to enjoy it (after living in UK for 7 years), and
probably given how busy the schedule of the General Assembly was, I didn’t have time to enjoy it
anyway.
I would never have thought to go to South Korea if it hadn’t been for this opportunity. My father’s
great great great grandfather’s family moved to China from Korea donkeys years ago, then in the
end settled down in Heilongjiang province at the most northeast part of China. I, born to be half
Korean half Chinese, grew up in China without knowing what this identity meant because nobody
talked about it. All I could remember is that my eyes were definitely smaller than all my other
classmates, from kindergarten to high school, and so I got a nickname: ‘ugly duckling’. Also a
Korean surname doesn’t give me any advantage of accessing the Korean culture, never mind the
language side of it…until this RSC trip to Busan gave me the opportunity to really live in the Korean
society for a week, and that means a lot to me.

My 81-year old PhD supervisor Prof. Mike Blackburn has been serving on the IUPAC committee for
15 years and he is very experienced with all aspects of the organization. Using his words, he has
seen the ups and downs of IUPAC, but IUPAC will always need the input from the young people,
and that’s why RSC is sponsoring 5 young observers to participate, making the UK the 2 nd biggest
country in terms of the young observer numbers. I have gone to many other conferences before, but
had no interaction with the organization divisions and committees for any of them. So for this IUPAC
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GA, I knew I would like to learn, as a young observer, on how IUPAC is organised, what role the
division and standing committees play in IUPAC, to what extend each country’s representatives
interact with IUPAC, and how the projects are developed. In the end I decided to follow the activities
of a particular division - Division III, from the beginning to the end, as it is a long established and
active division, and also the topics and projects they work on are more interesting to me.
I was impressed that the discussion with the Division III was very detailed, thanks to all the hard
work its president Mary Garson did. Within two days, I witnessed the division committee go through
the approval of committee budget plan, proposal for the affiliated conferences, committee
membership updates, progress reports on the funded projects, approval of the committee report to
the council… Not every topic could be agreed on immediately, even sometimes I could tell someone
had his own agenda, but most of the time, the democratic discussion on balancing the input and
output from members from difference parts of the world, from developed and developing countries,
from the academic and industry, shows IUPAC is truly the international representative body of
majority of the chemists globally and therefore it is of great importance for the role all the members
play in it.

The sessions that Young Observers spent together were the one I enjoyed the most, not only
because I found out I was one of the youngest of all, but also I was amazed by the most effective
and smooth collaboration among the members in my team! I did a lot of reading and research online
before arriving in Busan to come up with an idea on ‘phosphate conservation and recycling’, inspired
by my masters supervisor Prof. Yufen Zhao in Xiamen University, China and my PhD supervisor
Prof. Mike Blackburn, both are experts in phosphorus chemistry. This idea was quickly agreed and
accepted by other members of the team so we decided to build a project on this. I put myself forward
as Team 2’s chair, Edwin O. Ortiz-Quiles, a postdoc from University of Puerto Rico acted first as
soon as after the first session, making sure that our project is in line with the 2015 UN Sustainable
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Development Goals and IUPAC strategic plan, and no ongoing projects conflict with ours.
Danniebelle Haase from The Dow chemical company, USA, immediately saw the potential of this
project in industry and maintained her sharp vision challenging the team to think hard who should be
our stakeholders through out the project discussions. Sarah Sobeck, a university chemistry teacher
from The College of Wooster, (USA) is fantastically efficient and organized. She filled in the project
proposal form and made the presentation ready for the next day while we were discussing the
project. Craig Aspinwall, as a more senior member of the team, kept steering the discussion to make
sure that we didn’t get over ambitious so that our project is a coherent and achievable one. In the
end of the 3 hour discussion and team work, our task group had come up with a very feasible and
clear defined project ‘Assessment of the Status of Phosphate Recycling’ to compile a review on
research in the field of phosphate recycling and the international status of phosphate recycling. We
believe this will become a very helpful piece of information for policy makers, and hopefully make
them pour more money into the related academic research and steer industry to the same direction.
And I am looking forward to carrying on it.

The RSC reception was a WOW! I am glad to see so many members from all over the world turned
up and I got to meet the executive editor Dr. May Copsey and other RSC staff face to face. I had a
great time sharing my research experience in the UK with the president of the KCS Prof. Kim HongSeok who then introduced me to a new star in biochemistry in Korea - Prof. Seung Bum Park. He is,
to me, like a younger version of Gideon Davies - humorous, energetic and very sharp. During the
one hour conversation with him, he not only shared a lot of personal career experiences with me, but
I was also encouraged greatly by him to be more ambitious and confident in my own career
development, especially as a person with European research training and the potential to seek a
future career back in my home country in Asia.
There are so many other memorable moments that I could not possibly cover in such a short article,
but coming back with both tympanitis and conjunctivitis shows how much I’ve heard and seen when I
was in Busan!
- Yi Jin
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Green Chemistry Visit to China
In July 2015, Professor James Clark and Dr Alice Fan from the Green Chemistry Centre of
Excellence (GCCE) travelled to China, where James was invited to visit Sichuan University in
Chengdu (otherwise known as Panda City for obvious reasons!) to give an intensive course on
Green and Sustainable Chemistry to senior undergraduates and postgraduates. James took the
students “out of their comfort zone” and got them involved in interactive workshops and debates,
even challenging them to decide on levels of investment for new company ideas proposed by the
students! Several of the students and young researchers subsequently expressed interest in coming
to York. James subsequently gave a research lecture to the Key Laboratory of Green Chemistry and
Technology, Ministry of Education. This Key Laboratory is one of the most important centres for
green chemistry in China with a substantial research income supporting a large team of academic
staff and researchers working on many important topics including biomass chemistry. The head of
the lab Professor Hu is also Dean for research for the whole University. During this time an
agreement was also signed between the Key Laboratory of Green Chemistry & Technology and the
GCCE establishing the basis for the creation of an international Sichuan -York Green Chemistry
Centre. The aim of the centre would be to help create world-leading research collaborations in the
field of green and sustainable chemistry, and green chemical technologies by combining the
research strengths of both Centres. We anticipate the activities to include student mobility and staff
exchange as well as joint events.
After their visit to Chengdu, they flew to Wuhan to visit the Institute of Chemical Physics and
Industrial Catalysis, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, another leading Chinese
university. James gave an invited lecture and had in-depth discussions with several Professors.
This is another emerging green chemistry centre with numerous research areas of interest to York
including alternative solvents.
Professor James Clark and Professor
Changwei Hu (Sichuan University) after
signed the agreement
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Dr Neil Zhang, Prof. James Clark and Dr Alice
Fan with a panda!

In the Hotpot restaurant

Prof. James Clark and Prof. Yanlong Gu (Huazhong
University of Science and Technology)
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Green Impact
City Car Club
No need to bring a car, just use ours
City Car Club is York’s innovative hourly car rental service, giving you all the convenience of owning
a car without the cost and hassle.
As a member of City Car Club you have 24/7/365 access to on-street vehicles across York plus
hundreds more in 16 other cities across the UK including nearby Leeds and Huddersfield. City Car
Club vehicles can be reserved at minutes notice and used for as little as 30 minutes or as long as
you need.
You only pay for the time you use and the cost of tax, servicing, MOTs, parking and fuel is included
in the price of membership (which is only £6 a month on Under 22 plan for younger drivers). Both
staff and students can join the scheme today and start using the pay-as-you-drive cars across York,
including the on-campus car at University Road.
How does it work?
City Car Club is ideal for those journeys where travel by car is the only option – the big weekly shop,
a weekend excursion or a trip to see friends and family in other cities.
Using City Car Club to make these trips couldn’t be simpler - once you’ve completed the application
process and have been issued your membership card there are four simple steps to get on the open
road.
How do I join?
City Car Club membership is open to everyone, they simply ask that you are at least 19 years old
and have held a full driving licence for at least a year.
International students are also welcome just as long as your licence is a valid within the UK. City Car
Club will require a scan or photocopy of your driving licence and passport for their records.
As a student or member of staff at The University of York you can also take advantage of exclusive
introductory offers courtesy of City Car Club. Enter one of the two following codes whilst filling out
the online application form found here.
Students

–

quote

YSU270

in

your

application

to

receive

£30

free

drive

time.

Staff – quote YST301 in your application to receive your first year’s membership half price.
For more information go to www.citycarclub.co.uk
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New Bus to King’s Manor
New service starting - University to
King's Manor Your Bus 56 - term
time only - Launch date is 21
September 2015
It’s an hourly service – the first bus
from
at

the

Heslington

East

is

07.50am and last bus to King’s

Manor is 18.10pm. Click here for the
timetable.

Donate Your Used Stamps!
Used stamps are collected and given to the Royal National Institute of Blind
People (RNIB), the charity sells the stamps to generate revenue for their work.
Any and all stamps welcome!

Temporary collection location — give stamps to Lauren at
Chemistry Reception.

Switch it Off!
PCs and Monitors should be switched off overnight.
Or during the day you can send your computer to ‘sleep’ via the Start Menu
(Click on the arrow next to ‘Shut down’).
Please also turn off any equipment that doesn’t need to be on.
You should also be turning off your monitor if you are away from your desk for more than
15/20 minutes or so – screensavers don’t save energy!
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Staff BBQ and Rounders Match
The annual departmental staff BBQ and rounders match was held on Friday 21 st August. As well as
enjoying good food, drink and company, the department said “Thank You” to Professor Richard
Taylor for his role as Head of Department. Dr Andy Parsons gave a very amusing speech detailing
some of the key events over the last five years and thanked Richard and other members of staff who
had contributed to all the successes in terms of admissions, teaching, research, new buildings and
management. Richard also gave a short speech before being presented with a card, a photo of the
2014 undergraduate student intake (in a very stylish frame!) and a fantastic 'statue' made by Abby
Storey, Chris Mortimer and workshop colleagues; Andy explained the story behind the statue.

Page 24

Page 25

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Date for your diaries! Macmillan Coffee Morning – Friday 25th September
The annual YSBL/Chemistry coffee morning in aid of Macmillan cancer care charity will be held on
Friday 25th September. This is the 20th year the department has participated in the “World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning”, with similar events occurring up and down the country.
As usual, the event will take place in the Biology atrium, with another coffee morning running in
parallel in D block coffee room in Chemistry.
Donations of cakes and treats will be greatly appreciated.
Please

contact

Tamara

Mielke

(tfm504@york.ac.uk)

in

YSBL,

or

Helen

Burrell

(helen.burrell@york.ac..uk) in Chemistry, for more information.
Many thanks in advance!
We would also like to thank Shirley Roberts who
is retiring this year. Shirley has organised the
coffee mornings in YSBL for many years, raising a
huge amount of money for Macmillan Cancer
Care. We would like to thank her for all her hard
work, and for making these coffee mornings such
a success!
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