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Courses and Workshops

York Summer Workshops
in Health Economic Evaluation
Foundations of Economic
Evaluation in Health Care
17 - 21 June 2019
Advanced Methods for CostEffectiveness Analysis: Meeting
Decision-Makers' Requirements
24 - 28 June 2019
Outcomes Measurement and
Valuation for Health Technology
Assessment
1 - 3 July 2019

Analysing Patient-Level Data
using Hospital Episode Statistics
8 - 10 July 2019

Further details:

York HESG Winter Meeting
Written by Nils Gutacker, Noemi Kreif and Helen Weatherly
CHE hosted the 2019 Health Economists’ Study Group (HESG) winter
meeting, which was attended by 193 participants from the UK and
as far afield as the United States and New Zealand. The conference
provided a great opportunity to discuss the current state of health
economics research and to network with participants from academic
institutions, consulting companies, ministries of health and other
governmental bodies. Forty seven papers and twelve posters were
presented.
Prior to the conference, Professor Andrew Jones ran a free preconference short course on ‘Data visualisation and econometrics’
which was very well attended and received. The plenary discussion
on ‘How can health economics
better inform policy?’ was
chaired by Professor Karen
Bloor, with discussants Becky
Henderson, Professor Brian
Ferguson, Danny Palnoch and
Professor Kalipso Chalkidou.
This session was dedicated to
the late Professor Alan Maynard,
who passed away in early 2018.
He was remembered by his many
friends, colleagues and students
for the substantial contributions
he has made to the field of
health economics. Tributes from
friends followed, including from
Professors Jane Hall, Stephen
Birch and Maria Goddard.
Rose Atkins (University of Manchester) won the PhD Poster Prize
sponsored by Health Economics (Wiley). Congratulations also to
Ashleigh Kernohan (Newcastle University), whose poster was highly
commended.

CHE Research Fellowships - Call for applications
Applications are invited from researchers wishing to visit CHE in order
to produce a collaborative piece of research, led by the applicant.
Closing date 3rd May 2019. Read more here

Accounting for the quality of
healthcare outputs

Health for Wealth:
it’s grim up North!

Project team: Adriana Castelli, Katja Grašič, Anne Mason
(CHE), Chris Bojke (University of Leeds), Andrew Street (LSE)

CHE Researcher: Nigel Rice

Measuring the output of a health system is challenging
because people usually do not demand healthcare for
its own sake, but because of its contribution towards
improving their health. Capturing the value of healthcare
therefore requires some means of measuring both the
outcome and process of healthcare delivery.
Current practice
in accounting
for the quality
of healthcare
services makes
use of routinely
available
information in
order to capture
the Quality Adjusted Life Years (QALYs) associated with
treating patients, by combining information on survival
rates, life expectancy and a measure of change in health
status before and after treatment. The process of care
delivery is captured by measures of treatment waiting
times. This approach may overlook other important
characteristics of the quality of healthcare.
Our review provides the conceptual framework needed to
select potentially appropriate characteristics of healthcare
goods/services to be included in a measure of NHS output.
To this end three published sets of criteria developed
by national bodies responsible for assessing healthcare
system performance were evaluated, before seeking the
opinions of UK experts on quality. Using this information,
a recommended list of criteria was established. This was
subsequently used to assess whether two separate set of
quality indicators currently collected and reported for the
English NHS meet the identified criteria. Depending on
the level of consensus among reviewers, a maximum of
17 indicators were short-listed for potential use as quality
adjusters for NHS output.

There has been a long recognised productivity gap
between the Northern Powerhouse region (North
East, North West, Yorkshire and Humber, Northern
Midlands) and the rest of England equating
approximately to £4 per person per hour. There
is also a well-documented health disparity with
average life expectancy 2 years lower in the north.
In response to these observed differences, the
Northern Health Science Alliance commissioned
a report from six of its eight university members,
including participation from CHE, to investigate
the association between health and productivity.
Findings demonstrate a strong link between poor
health and poor productivity and argues that
focused and sustained investment in health in the
north will contribute to reducing the productivity
gap with the rest of England, delivering long-term
economic gains to the UK economy.
For the
Northern
Powerhouse
to reach its
potential
the report
calls for
central
government
to recognise
the benefits
of increasing investments in health in developing
its post-Brexit industrial strategy. This may include
greater consideration of place-based public health
and health prevention policies in local authorities
to improving job market participation and retention
amongst people with a health condition.
The full report can be found here

Link to CHE Research paper 153 here

New funding
Strategies for reducing sitting
time in office workers: A
three arm cluster randomised
controlled trial
Gerry Richardson
Funder: NIHR HTA
Mar 2018 - Feb 2021
The causal impact of health
on labour market outcomes:
Consequences for individuals
and households
Nigel Rice
Funder: The Health Foundation
Apr 2018 - Sep 2020
BREEZE- A feasibility,
randomised controlled trial
of a complex breathlessness
intervention in Idiopathis
Pulmonary Fibrosis
Gerry Richardson
Funder: NIHR RfPB
Jun 2018 - May 2020

Evaluation of Coenzyme Q10
in Chronic Heart Failure: An
international collaborative
systematic review and
Individual Participant Data
Meta-Analysis (IPD-MA) with
linked economic evaluation
and Value of Information (VOI)
analysis
Claire Rothery
Funder: NIHR HTA
Sep 2018 - Aug 2020
Comparing smoking cessation
to screening and brief
intervention for alcohol in
distributional cost effectiveness
analysis to explore the
sensitivity of results to
socioeconomic inequalities
characterised in model outputs
Susan Griffin, Mark Sculpher,
Ana Duarte, Simon Walker
Funder: DOH PRP PHRC
Sep 2018 - Mar 2019

Tracing causes of inequalities in
health and well-being: Analysis
of rich longitudinal data
Nils Gutacker
Funder: Research Council
of Norway via University of
Tromso
Oct 2018 - Sep 2021
HTx: Next Generation HTA
Andrea Manca, Claire Rothery,
Noemi Kreif
Funder: European Commission
Jan 2019 - Dec 2023
The role of different diets in
children who are gastrostomy
fed
Gerry Richardson
NIHR HTA
Feb 2019 - Jul 2022

UK’s Best
Breakthroughs list
CHE was named as one of the
UK’s 100 best breakthroughs for
its significant impact on people’s
everyday lives by making
healthcare systems fairer and
more effective.
The list was compiled by
Universities UK, the umbrella
group for UK universities, as part
of the MadeAtUni campaign to
change public perceptions of
universities and bring to life the
difference they make to people
and communities across the UK.
Read more...

Policy Research Units: January 2019-December 2023
The National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) announced a set of 13 new NIHR Policy Research Units. These will
provide both a long-term resource for policy research and a rapid-response service to provide evidence for emerging
policy needs. The units, which are considered to be an exemplar of good practice in government, will also offer advice to
policy makers and analysts on the evidence base and options for policy development.
The Centre for Health Economics (CHE) is leading two of these units:
1. Economic Methods of Evaluation in Health and Social Care Interventions
(EEPRU), in collaboration with the University of Sheffield.
2. Economics of Health Systems and Interface with Social Care (ESHCRU),
along with partners at the LSE.
University of York colleagues in the Department of
Economics and Related Studies and the Social Policy Research Unit are also involved. CHE, and
two other York departments (the Department of Health Sciences, the Centre for Reviews and
Dissemination) are also partners in the Public Health Research Unit, led by the LSHTM.

�The unique focus of our Unit – ESHCRU II – is on the

interactions between the health and care systems,
the cross-cutting issues facing both sectors, and their
interdependencies. By applying state-of-the-art tools of
economic and statistical analysis, our research will help
ensure that policies are designed to take full account
of the impact on patients and citizens across the entire
health and care landscape, rather than focusing on the
effect in one sector in isolation.”
Anne Mason, Director
NIHR Policy Research Unit in Economics of Health Systems and
Interface with Social Care.

“EEPRU works in the field of economic evaluation of

interventions, programmes and policies right across the
DHSC’s remit, including medical care, social care and
public health. It has a role in developing new and refining
existing methods of economic evaluation, as well as
supporting other PRUs in terms of research methods, but
also undertakes applied research in the field. The early
programme of research includes work to estimate the
marginal productivity of the NHS, and the social care and
public health sectors; validation of the ‘extended QALY’; and
the cost-effectiveness of stratified breast cancer screening.”
Mark Sculpher, Co-Director
NIHR Policy Research Unit in Economic Methods of Evaluation in Health
and Social Care Interventions

Presentations and staff news
Congratulations
to Vanessa King
on obtaining a BA
(Hons) degree in
Leadership and
Management
from the Open
University.
In November
Adriana Castelli
took part as an
expert in health
system efficiency and productivity
in the workshop 'Health Labour
Market Analysis (HLMA)' organised
by WHO and hosted in Turin by the
International Training Centre of the
International Labour Organization.
The workshop was part of the HLMA
toolkit which will be launched by WHO
in 2019.
Also in November, Paul Revill visited
Malawi to meet with Thanzi la Onse
programme partners at the College of
Medicine. He attended the 67th Health
Ministers Conference of the East,
Central and Southern Africa (ECSA)
Health Community in Victoria Falls,
Zimbabwe. During the meeting CHE
signed an MOU (Memorandum of

Understanding) with ECSA to support
the field of health economics within
the region.

CHE staff attended the Thanzi la
Onse (TLO) International Conference
in Malawi from 29 -31 January. The
three-day event reunited key TLO
collaborators across the UK and East
Africa, as well as policy-makers and
other researchers. Read more...
Richard Cookson and Nils Gutacker
went to Tromsø, Norway in January, to
take part in the inaugural meeting of
the ‘Tracing causes of inequalities in
health and well-being’ project, which is
led by Professor Jan Abel Olsen, Arctic
University of Tromsø.

In December Rowena Jacobs was
invited to a Mental Health Roundtable
with Mental Health Reform Ireland and
the Health Service Executive to discuss
increased funding levels for mental
health in Ireland.
James Love Koh and Susan Griffin
presented at the NICE Technical
Forum, in Manchester 21 February
on 'Providing information about the
health inequality impact of public
health recommendations'. Susan
also presented at the NICE Health
Economists in Guidelines meeting at
NICE in Manchester 25 February on
'Kinked thresholds' and presented for
an ISPOR Scientific Summit Webinar on
28 February entitled 'Novel approaches
to value assessment, within the costeffectiveness framework'.
Helen Weatherly gave an invited
presentation enitled 'Economic
evaluation methods applied to social
(long term) care interventions: where
are we now? at the University of
Warwick on 28 February.
Please see our website for more
information about these and other
presentations and visits.

CHE Publications November 2018 - February 2019
Alexander H, Jabbar-Lopez Z, Patton T,
Manca A, Flohr C. Novel systemic therapies in
atopic dermatitis: are we getting excited too early?
F1000Research 2019;8(F1000 Faculty Rev):132.
Alvarado M, Unwin N, Sharp S, Hambleton I,
Murphy M, Samuels T, Suhrcke M, Adams J.
Assessing the impact of the Barbados sugarsweetened beverage tax on beverage sales:
an observational study. International Journal
of Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity
2019;16(1):13.
Aragon MJ, Castelli A, Chalkley M, Gaughan J.
Can productivity growth measures identify best
performing hospitals? Evidence from the English
NHS. Health Economics 2019;28(3):364-372.
Bawa S, McNab C, Nkwogu L, Braka F, Obinya E,
Galway M, Mirelman A, et al. Using the polio
programme to deliver primary health care in
Nigeria: Implementation research. Bulletin of the
World Health Organization 2019;97:24-32.
Bórquez A, Guanira JV, Revill P, Caballero P, et al.
The impact and cost-effectiveness of combined
HIV prevention scenarios among transgender
women sex-workers in Lima, Peru: a mathematical
modelling study. The Lancet Public Health
2019;4(3):e127-e136.
Bywater T, Berry V, Blower S, Cohen J,et al,
(includes Richardson G, Walker S). Enhancing
Social-Emotional Health and Wellbeing in the Early
Years (E-SEE): A study protocol of a communitybased randomised controlled trial with process and
economic evaluations of the incredible years infant
and toddler parenting programmes, delivered
in a proportionate universal model. BMJ Open
2018;8(12):e026906
Chansa C, Mwase T, Matsebula T, Kandoole P,
Revill P, et al. Fresh money for health? The (false?)
promise of 'innovative financing' for health in
Malawi. Health Systems & Reform 2018:4(4):324335.
Chetter I, Oswald A, McGinnis E,et al, (includes
Soares M, Saramago P). Patients with surgical
wounds healing by secondary intention: A
prospective, cohort study. International Journal of
Nursing Studies 2019;89:62-71.
Claxton K, Asaria M, Chansa C, Jamison J,
Lomas J, Ochalek J, Paulden M. Accounting for
timing when assessing health-related policies.
Journal of Benefit-Cost Analysis 2019;doi:10.1017/
bca.2018.29.
Coelho T, Ines M, Conceicao I, Soares M, et al.
Natural history and survival in stage 1 Val30Met
transthyretin familial amyloid polyneuropathy.
Neurology 2018;91(21):e1999-e2009.
Deidda M, Geue C, Kreif N, Dundas R, McIntosh E.
A framework for conducting economic evaluations
alongside natural experiments. Social Science &
Medicine 2019;220:353-361.
Drummond M, Towse A. Is rate of return pricing
a useful approach when value-based pricing is
not appropriate? European Journal of Health
Economics 2019;doi:10.1007/s10198-019-01032-7.
Franklin M, Lomas J, Walker S, Young T. An
educational review about using cost data for
the purpose of cost-effectiveness analysis.
PharmacoEconomics 2019:doi:10.1007/s40273019-00771-y.
Griffin S, Love-Koh J, Pennington B, Owen L.
Evaluation of intervention impact on health
inequality for resource allocation. Medical Decision
Making 2019;doi:10.1177/0272989X19829726.
Gutacker N, Bloor K, Bojke C, Archer J, Walshe K.
Does regulation increase the rate at which doctors
leave practice? Analysis of routine hospital data
in the English NHS following the introduction of
medical revalidation. BMC Medicine 2019;17:33.

Gutacker N, Street A. Calls for routine collection of
patient-reported outcome measures (PROMs) are
getting louder. Journal of Health Services Research
& Policy 2019;24(1):1-2.
Hinde S, Crilly T, Balata H, Bartlett R, et al. The
cost-effectiveness of The Manchester ‘Lung Health
Checks’, a community-based lung cancer low-dose
CT screening pilot. Lung Cancer 2018;126:119-124.
Hinde S, Theriou C, May S, Matthews L, et al.
The cost-effectiveness of EndoPredict to inform
adjuvant chemotherapy decisions in early
breast cancer. Health Policy and Technology
2018;doi:10.1016/j.hlpt.2018.12.001.
Kristensen F, Husereau D, Huic M, Drummond M,
et al. Identifying the need for good practices in
Health Technology Assessment: summary of the
ISPOR HTA Council Working Group Report on Good
Practices in HTA. Value in Health 2019;22(1):13-20.
Liu D, Green E, Kasteridis P, Goddard M,
Jacobs R, Wittenberg R, Mason A. Incentive
schemes to increase dementia diagnoses in
primary care in England: a retrospective cohort
study of unintended consequences. British Journal
of General Practice 2019;69 (680):e154-e163.
Liu D, Mason A, Marks L, Davis H, et al. Effects
of local authority expenditure on childhood
obesity. European Journal of Public Health
2018;doi:10.1093/eurpub/cky252.
Longo F, Siciliani L, Moscelli G, Gravelle H. Does
hospital competition improve efficiency? The effect
of the patient choice reform in England. Health
Economics 2019;doi.10.1002/hec.3868.
Mauskopf J, Standaert B, Connolly M, Culyer AJ,
et al, (includes Revill P). Economic analysis of
vaccination programs: An ISPOR good practices
for outcomes research task force report. Value in
Health 2018;21(10):1133-1149.
Mengqi Qin V, Hone T, Millett C, Moreno Serra R,
et al. The impact of user charges on health
outcomes in low- and middle- income countries:
a systematic review. BMJ Global Health
2019;3:e001087.
Moscelli G, Jacobs R, Gutacker N, Aragon MJ,
Chalkley MJ, Mason A, Bohnke J. Prospective
payment systems and discretionary coding Evidence from English mental health providers.
Health Economics 2019;28(3):387-402.
Ochalek J, Lomas J, Claxton K. Estimating health
opportunity costs in low- and middle-income
countries: a novel approach and evidence
from cross-country data. BMJ Global Health
2018;3(6):e000964.
Phillippo D, Ades T, Dias S, Palmer S, et al. Methods
for population-adjusted indirect comparisons in
Health Technology Appraisal. Medical Decision
Making 2018;38(2):200-211.
Phillips A, Venter F, Havlir D, Pozniak A, et
al, (includes Revill P). Risks and benefits of
dolutegravir-based antiretroviral drug regimens in
sub Saharan Africa: a modelling study. The Lancet
HIV 2019;6(2):e116-e127.
Regan J, Frison E, Collin F, Dawes P, et al, (includes
Yang F) for the SENSE-Cog Trial Development Team.
Individualised sensory intervention to improve
quality of life in people with dementia and their
companions (SENSE-Cog trial): study protocol for a
randomised controlled trial. Trials 2019;20(80):1-15
Ride J, Kasteridis P, Gutacker N, et al, (includes
Mason A, Rice N, Gravelle H, Goddard M,
Jacobs R). Do care plans and annual reviews of
physical health influence unplanned hospital
utilisation for people with serious mental illness?
Analysis of linked longitudinal primary and
secondary healthcare records in England. BMJ
Open 2018;8(11):e023135.

Saramago P, Espinoza M, Sutton AJ, Manca A,
Claxton K. The value of further research: The
added value of individual-participant level data.
Applied Health Economics and Health Policy
2019;doi:10.1007/s40258-019-00462-x.
Siddharthan T, Pollard SL, Quaderi SA, Mirelman A,
et al. Effectiveness-implementation of COPD case
finding and self-management action plans in lowand middle-income countries: Global excellence
in COPD outcomes (GECo) study protocol. Trials
2018;19(571):1-15.
South E, Cox E, Meader N, Woolacott N, Griffin S.
Strimvelis® for treating severe combined
immunodeficiency caused by adenosine deaminase
deficiency: An evidence review group perspective
of a NICE highly specialised technology evaluation.
Pharmacoeconomics - Open 2018;doi:10.1007/
s41669-018-0102-3.
Thwaites G, Scarborough M, Szubert A,
Saramago P, Soares M, et al. Adjunctive rifampicin
to reduce early mortality from Staphylococcus
aureus bacteraemia: the ARREST RCT. Health
Technology Assessment 2018;22(59):1-148.
Vermeulen F, Gerbens L, Bosma A, et al, (includes
Manca A) on behalf of the international TREAT
Registry Taskforce. TREatment of ATopic eczema
(TREAT) Registry Taskforce: consensus on how
and when to measure the core data set for atopic
eczema research registries. British Journal of
Dermatology 2019;doi:10.1111/bjd.17715.
Weir S, Tzu-Chun K, Samnaliev M, Tierney T,
Manca A et al. Reoperation following lumbar spinal
surgery: costs and outcomes in a UK population
cohort study using the Clinical Practice Research
Datalink (CPRD) and Hospital Episode Statistics
(HES). European Spine Journal 2019;doi:10.1007/
s00586-018-05871-5.
Woods B, Rothery C, Anderson S-J, Eaton JW,
Revill P, Hallett TB, Claxton K. Appraising the value
of evidence generation activities: An HIV Modelling
Study. BMJ Global Health 2018;3(6):e000488.
Yang H, Llewellyn A, Walker R, Harden M,
Saramago P, Griffin S et al. High-throughput, noninvasive prenatal testing for fetal rhesus D status
in RhD- negative women: a systematic review and
meta-analysis. BMC Medicine 2019;17:37.
These and other CHE publications can be
found on our website here:

Latest CHE research papers
159 Recommendations for the development of
a health sector resource allocation formula in
Malawi.
Finn McGuire, Paul Revill, Pakwanja Twea, Sakshi
Mohan, Gerald Manthalu, Peter Smith.
160 Incorporating concerns for equity into health
resource allocation. A guide for practitioners.
James Love-Koh, Susan Griffin, Edward Kataika,
Paul Revill, Sibusiso Sibandze, Simon Walker
161 Assessing health opportunity costs for the
Indian health care systems.
Jessica Ochalek, Miqdad Asaria, Pei Fen Chuar,
James Lomas, Sumit Mazumdar, Karl Claxton
Free to download here:
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