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" happened. This gives

= ‘*Want people to do things for us.
VWe can do It ourselves.”



- ‘What IS partlc:lpatlon seeking to
~achieve and for whom?
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WYGInance of psychology: children affected
gyAconilict are traumatized and healthy

clave] opment is impeded. (Dyregrov et al: 2002;
unamaki, 2002 ).
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_Idren are resilient and contextual factors

~ more important. (Bracken, 2002; Jones, 2004;
Summerfield, 1999)

* How can participatory approaches
strengthen agency and post-conflict
transformation?
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> Cojllelgels -nd oung People’s
lmrlém and experiences of
orlrrme

—Study Rwandan National Summit for
= Idren and Young People.

_" Case Study: CARE Rwanda's Nkundabana
Initiative for Psychosocial Support (NIPS).

e Conclusion.
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es of participation

ned Participation’
Ordmary to daily lite.

= Consultatlon

* |_anguage of listening and being heard.



N@onRsUltation.
“F e Wer;m'ﬁs who canme and
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i5heac) us [V pleie
flel Ie dlo |f we ate meat..
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= On -Off event and lack of follow-up.

_d g ﬁey come, talk with us, Ieave then we
~ never hear from them again.”
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J e ) or greater involvement.

“_ple shiould come to ask for our
e piniens. NGOs which assist
;‘-‘L—{ children can come to consult us, we
3 acllre ready to give our contribution of
ldeas.™
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elellf |the structures and activities
OfflrlJJ) Iife.
2O _hg series of supportive
-' ____,.. s|ationships.
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_-‘,Means o access other rights.
"o T0 be “like the other children.”
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P m-ﬂeople

> Lagjejuete] o ‘rights and part|C|pat|on
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\,mJe :en are not beneficiaries but
cm :ners
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__ 'L"‘Speak up for yourselves, advocate for your
rights. Don’t expect others to come and do It
for you as they might not do.”
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S l_ancu,,g, not matchedoy practlce
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RVVEICH ﬂdren Who have our parents in

i 15O, We do not like the Government of
ailonal Unity. We want to government to
Taelp us.like the others.”

i
= .-—-l'-'
——‘_
— e
-
-

“Talking does not bring change.”



Nertlelpre ummlt for Chlldrgﬁ
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> Congsgl ioniof participation.

T gj\m hildren a voice is to respect
(er 1en’s rights.”
-_-: | ratlonallzatlon of participation.
We fear head teachers more than the army,

pollce and parents. \We want a free phone
line to report what we see.”
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Nam ummit for Childr
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AWhoseagenda?

JJJJrJ £n ale the Rwanda ofi temorrow.”
Y QE *=must e worthy of Rwanda.”

=] 'a tion building and patriotism.

d

Power-lmbalance between bearers/holders.
Patriarchy and beneficence of the
government.
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'_,_chlldren and the local authorities
Uy project participants.
=& dren select a Nkundabana (mentor)

P

= from the community.
. Partlupants are visited by Nkundabana;
-~ receive advice and guidance on health,
rights, education, and livelihoods; are
placed In associations for social and
economic support.
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Keagrculitine g_r INelanG asseeiation:
Ul vﬂ IR0 securlty

sr;r,- an association of cultivators. \We
qu \Vete “for each of us so that we have better

gfdel lction enough for our households and even
ik |t 101 the market.”

ﬁeome -generating skills enable participants to
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ﬁ_ “plan for the future

“I"think 1n the coming years | will have a store
pecause | have started preparing for it .”
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listippeKtimpexesuccessiul at prmea
'Secondarylevelfandinet Justecenemic

VIV o blem IS that when | go to school | don’t
fIEWVER] ood, Ineed to miss school and go cultivate so
-rr at | "have food. You understand that this
arevents me from following my studies. I think if |
bad someone help me to find food | would study
: etter.”

~ “There are children who quit school because they
didn’t have anyone to pay for their school. We
wish that they [CARE] pay for their education
because It Is Important.”
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'Lr.h r u met needs include shelter and
surance Resentment caused by
,; e distribution.

~“The ‘i{CARE] promised me to help me
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wund my roof but until now they didn’t.”
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oJr.k“i with children of my age, we

A*around together, sit together and talk;
Hw ven lend each other money.”

= Wlthln the household

“\\e are now patient with those we live with,
so'when a child makes a mistake you don’t
beat him up like a cow.”
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RElAeRsHIpSs.
- \W/liql l\ ndabana

“Ic -uget Words ofi expressing how our
reJ At nshlp IS, because we are very free
w fiithem. When we have any problem we
ell them, we are free with each other.”
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ARE RwandashIPS

> r<~J?|rJor Jr mz [REGRECOIIMIUIRITE

[( 1Idren with'parents] have started letting
S[itiem, We are the same and we even choose
'mr\ ds among them.”

_:__:;_-?v gaglng the community changes attitudes and

=~ reduces resentment

= -' “Initially people wanted integration of their
children in the programme. But when they got
explanations, they understood that the project

concerned only vulnerable children.”
(Nkundabana)
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506] olltlcal |ssues at this level.

| reel ﬁ*zed that I' was misinformed because |

Wesh‘t considering the children of

= mp risoned! parents as needy ones. | only

;.—.:'ff considered orphans of genocide the needy

= Children. Later on | came to understand

~ that they also need help. These days I do

help them where possible like providing
some food for imprisoned parents.”

( Nkundabana)
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“Some children who have parents wish they
Were orphans because they find that we are
doing better than them and their parents
don’t do anything for them.”
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0 Fongefj,,, [ZationE PAKLIC] og,o grounded in
CORANALIALIEYASTRE uresa delationsnIpPs to
chgu,JJem-e  ohstacles tol rights realisation.
moJe'T’fh . bottom-up, participatory.
Z2pproach. Participation of entire community
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-zl 1ds exacerbatlng political tensions.

‘ :__A-_genda and Agency: feedback mechanisms and
~ Invelvement in some decision-making BUT

s [_ack of participation in resource allocation
creates new tensions.
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> 'I_J\/ér errr ((rlr( used to access
giglee lghts and to build protective and
€G] o ocall relationships.

=1 Pg om- uprand focused on the child-in-
= mmunlty not In Isolation.

e -_l- |—_|ow to build on what is already being
~ done/exists?



gionmed part|C|pat|on can| pro _,ﬁ.-
ormibut shoﬁ!!d:be rooted I daily, life.

JOrlF C)f) Celfl] xclude or actasa
ute for polltlcs

\re o ier discourses/practices exclusive to
s/part|C|pat|on or can they enrich our
= ur ﬁerstandmg'?
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"” Awareness of how discourses being used
~ which undermine the principles of rights
and participation.

* How can participatory language and
practice be reclaimed?
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exir.er@'
rs* patlon IS hot an end 1n It 1tself

should not be supported

Fﬁ?chtlcaIIy
5{" ‘Eor children and young people

meaningful participation is the ability
to participate in daily life.
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