THE UN IVERSITIES OF HULL/YORK
Senate
HYMS Joint Senate Committee
Minutes of the m eeting held on 14 October 2010
Present:

Professor T Sheld on (Chair)
Professor J Greenm an
Dr S H olland
Professor T Kend rick
Professor G Parker
Professor N Stafford
Professor I Watt

In attend ance:

Dr G David son
Ms K Dod d
Dr P Evans, Secretary

Apologies for absence w ere received from Professor G Burgess, Mr A Mersch, Ms R
Royd s and Dr A Wilcox.

PART A: UN RESERVED BUSIN ESS
10/1

Membership/Terms of Reference
The Com m ittee noted its m em bership and term s of reference and w elcom ed
the new Dean, Professor Tony Kend rick, to his first m eeting .

10/2

Minutes
The unreserved m inutes of the m eeting held on 6 May 2010 w ere approved.

10/3

Intercalated PhD
The Com m ittee noted that, follow ing consultation w ith m em bers in August,
the Chair had approved the request for a H YMS stud ent to intercalate a PhD.
It w as noted that a proposal w ould be brought forw ard to ensure that the
stud ent in question could m aintain clinical skills and have an intensive ‘reentry’ program m e before returning into her 5 th year.

10/4

Progression/Ethnicity
Further to M10/ 18, the Com m ittee considered a report from Jean McKend ree
(Senior Lecturer in Med ical Ed ucation) w hich analysed Year 1 and 2
exam ination d ata for cohorts entering 2004-2007 in ord er to ascertain w hether
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there w ere d ifferences in outcom e am ong ethnic groups. The Com m ittee
noted the overarching conclu sion that, w ithout further research , there w ere
too m any other factors (e.g. age, gend er, nationality) to establish a clear
picture.
During d iscu ssion the follow ing points w ere noted:


There appeared to be relatively poorer perform ance from stud ents
classified as Black and Far East/ Asian but this w as not statistically
significant. It w as thought that the apparent pattern of non -progression
previously id entified by the Com m ittee w as com m on across UK m ed ical
schools.



The key factor w as the support provid ed to all stud ents irrespective of
their d em ographic characteristics.



There w as one m ore entry year w hich could be ad d ed into the d ata -set.



H YMS had consulted Professor Karl Atkin (H ealth Sciences/ York), a
specialist in ethnicity and health, w ho had suggested that there m ight be
scope to apply for research fund ing to explor e the issue m ore thoroughly.
Further d ata and research stud ies on this m atter m ight also be available
through the Med ical Schools Council.



There m ight be som e d ifficulty in establishing cau sality d ue to the
relatively sm all num bers involved , although qualitative research (e.g.
focus groups or interview s w ith supervisors) m ight shed light on areas
w here stud ent support could be m ore sharply focused .

It w as decided that H YMS should continue to m onitor and analyse the
relevant d ata and to consid er, w ith ad vice from the Med ical Schools Council,
w hether to com m ission a fuller stud y into the issue of non-progression am ong
ethnic m inority stud ents.
10/5

Joint Learning & Teaching Committee
The Com m ittee considered a report from the m eeting of the Joint Learning &
Teaching Com m ittee (JLTC) held on 17 June 2010, noting that at its
forthcom ing m eeting it w ould consid er:



the results of N SS 2010;
a revised paper regarding aw ard s to stud ents exiting the MBBS at the end
of Year 3.

The Chair raised a query about the sched uling of the JLTC in relation to the
Joint Senate Com m ittee and it w as suggested that this m ight be consid ered as
part of the proposed governance review (M10/ 7 below refers).
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10/6

Report from D ean of HYMS
The Com m ittee received a report from the Dean of H YMS, noting in particular:






10/7

d evelopm ents in the Und ergrad uate School, includ ing a review of the
process for m anaging the quality of clinical placem ents;
the intake for 2010 (154 stud ents);
grow ing num bers of PGR and PGT stud ents an d further d evelopm ent of
the Postgrad uate Training Schem e;
research d evelopm ents in respect of the Centre for Im m unology and
Infection, the H ON EI (H um ber Obesity N utrition Ed ucation Innovation)
Project, clinical trials support, review of H ull research cent res and bud get
for the Research Strategy Com m ittee;
recruitm ent includ ing new starters and leavers.

Review of HYMS Governance
The Secretary reported that it had been agreed in d iscu ssion betw een the tw o
universities that there should be a review of the governance arrangem ents for
H YMS, to be und ertaken by a sm all group com prising the Dean, the Registrars
of both universities, the H ead of H YMS Ad m inistration, Professor Sheld on
(Deputy Vice-Chancellor, York) and Professor Burgess (Pro-Vice-Chancellor,
H ull). Arrangem ents w ere in hand to sched ule a prelim inary m eeting of the
group.

10/8

D ate of N ext Meeting
The d ate of the next meeting w as noted as 20 January 2011 (2.00pm ).
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