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STATISTICS

A WITTY statesmaioncesaid,you might prove arything by figures.We have looked
into variousstatisticworks, Statistic-SocietyReports PoorLaw ReportsReportsand
Pamphletsnot a few, with a sedulouseye to this questionof the Working Classesand
theirgeneraktonditionin Englandwe grieve to say with asgoodasnoresultwhateser.
Assertionswallows assertionaccordingto the old Proverb, ‘as the statistthinks, the
bell clinks'! Tablesarelike cobwebsike the sieve of Danaidesbeautifully reticu-
lated,orderlyto look upon,but whichwill hold no conclusion Tablesareabstractions,
andtheobjecta mostconcreteone,sodifficult to readthe essencef. Thereareinnu-
merablecircumstancesandonecircumstancdeft out may be the vital oneon which
all turned.Statisticds a sciencewvhich oughtto behonourablethe basisof mary most
importantsciencesbut it is notto be carriedon by steamthis scienceany morethan
othersare; a wise headis requisitefor carryingit on. Conclusve factsareinsepar
ablefrom inconclusve exceptby a headthatalreadyunderstandandknows. Vain to
sendthe purblindandblind to the shoreof a Pactolusnever sogolden:thesefind only
gravel; theseerandfinderalonepicks up gold grainsthere. And now the purblind of-
fering you, with assgerationandprotrusie importunity, his baslet of gravel asgold,
whatstepsareto betakenwith him?—Statisticspnemayhope,will improveindividu-
ally, andbecomegoodfor somethingMeanwhile,it is to befearedthe crabbedsatirist
was partly right, asthingsgo: ‘A judiciousman;, sayshe, ‘looks at Statistics,not to
getknowledge,but to save himselffrom having ignorancefoistedon him.! With what
sereneonclusvenesa membernf someUseful-KnovledgeSocietystopsyour mouth
with afigureof arithmetic! To him it seemse hasextractedtheelixir of thematter on
which now nothingmorecanbesaid. It is needfulthatyoulook into his sadextracted
elixir; andascertainalas,too probably notwithouta sight,thatit is washandvapidity,
goodonly for thegutters.

Twice or threetimeswe have heardthe lamentationsand prophesie®f a human
Jeremiahmournerfor the poor, cutshortby a statisticfactof themostdecisve nature:
How canthe conditionof the poor be otherthangood, be otherthanbetter; hasnot
theaveragedurationof life in Englandbeenprovedto have increased®ur Jeremiah
hadto admitthat, if so, it wasan astoundingact; wherebyall that ever he, for his
part, had obsened on othersidesof the matter was oversetwithout remedy If life
lastlonger, life mustbe lessworn upon,by outward suffering, by inward discontent,
by hardshipof ary kind; the generalconditionof the poor mustbe betteringinstead
of worsening.Sowasout Jeremiatcut short. And now for the ‘proof’? Readersvho
arecuriousin statisticproofsmay seeit drawvn out with all solemnityin a Pamphlet
‘publishedby CharlesKnight and Compary,—and perhapshimself drawv inferences
from it. Northamptontables,compiledby Dr. Price ‘from registersof the Parish of
All Saintsfrom 1735to 1780;’ Carlisletables,collectedby Dr. Heyshamfrom obser
vationsof CarlisleCity for eightyears,the calculationgoundedon them’ conducted



by anotherDoctor; incredible’documentconsideredatishictoryby menof sciencan
France:'—alasit is notasif somezealousscientificsonof Adamhadprovedthedeep-
eningof the Ocean py surwy, accuratef cursory of two mud-plashesn the coastof
thelsle of Dogs?‘Not to getknowledge,but to save yourselffrom having ignorance
foisteduponyou’!

The conditionof theworking manin this country whatit is andhasbeenwhether
it isimproving or retrograding,—is questiorto which from statisticshithertono solu-
tion canbe got. Hitherto, after mary tablesandstatementsoneis still left mainly to
whathe canascertairby his own eyes,looking at the concretegphenomenofor him-
self. Eachmanexpandshis own hand-breadtbf obsenationto thelimits of thegeneral
whole; moreor less,eachmanmusttake whathe himselfhasseenandascertainedor
a sampleof all thatis seeableandascertainableHencediscrepancies;ontroversies
wide-spreadlong-continuedwhich thereis at presenho meansor hopeof satishct-
orily ending.WhenParliamentakesup ‘the Condition-of-Englandjuestion, asit will
have to oneday, thenindeedmuchmaybe amendedlnquirieswisely goneinto, even
on thismostcomplex matter will yield resultsworth somethingnot nothing.But it is
amostcomplex matter;on which, whetherfor the pastor the presentStatisticinquiry,
with its limited meanswith its shortvision andheadlongextensive dogmatismasyet
oftenthrows notlight, but errorworsethandarkness.

Whatconstituteshewell-beingof aman?Many things;of whichthewagesegets,
andthebreadnhe buyswith themarebut onepreliminaryitem. Grant,however, thatthe
wageswerethewhole; thatonceknowing the wagesandthe price of bread,we know
all; thenwhatarethewages?Statisticlnquiry, in its presentinguideccondition,cannot
tell. Theaveragerateof day'swageis not correctlyascertainedor ary portionof this
country;notonly notfor half-centuriesit is notevenascertainednywherefor decades
or years:far from instituting comparisonsvith the past,the presenitself is unknavn
to us. And then, giventhe averageof wages,whatis the constang of emplgyment;
whatis the difficulty of finding employment; the fluctuationfrom seasorto season,
from yearto year?ls it constantcalculablewages;or fluctuating,incalculable more
or lessof the natureof gambling?This secondancircumstanceof quality in wages,
is perhapseven more importantthan the primary one of quantity Furtherwe ask,
Canthe labourer by thrift andindustry hopeto rise to mastershippor is suchhope
cut off from him? How is he relatedto his employer; by bondsof friendlinessand
mutual help; or by hostility, oppositionand chainsof mutual necessityalone? In a
word, whatdegreeof contentmentana humancreaturebe supposedo enjoy in that
position? With hungerpreying uponhim, his contentments likely to be small! But
even with abundance his discontent his real misery may be great. The labourers
feelings,his notion of beingjustly dealtwith or unjustly; his wholesomecomposure,
frugality, prosperityin the one casehis acrid unrest,recklessnesgin-drinking, and
gradualruin in the other—how shallfiguresor arithmeticrepresenall this? Somuch
is still to beascertainednuchof it by nomeanseasyto ascertain'Till, amongthe‘Hill
Cooly’ and'Dog-Cart’ questionstherearisein Parliamentandextensiely out of it ‘a
Condition-of-Englandjuestion,andquite a new setof inquirersandmethodslittle of
it is likely to beascertained.

Onefactonthissubjectafactwhicharithmeticis capableof representingve have
consideredvould beworth all therest: whetherthe labourer whatever his wagesare,



is saving monegy? Laying up money, he provesthathis condition,painful asit maybe
withoutandwithin, is notyet desperatethathe looksforwardto a betterday coming,
andis still resolutelysteeringowardsthe samethatall thelights anddarknessesf his
lot areunitedunderablessedadianceof hope,—thdast,first,nayonemaysaythesole
blessednessf man. Is the habit of saving increasedandincreasingor the contrary?
Wherethe presentwriter hasbeenable to look with his own eyes, it is decreasing,
andin mary quartersall but disappearingStatisticscienceaurnsup her Savings-Bank
Accountsandanswers!Increasingrapidly” Would thatonecould believe it! But the
Danaides-siee characteof suchstatisticreticulateddocumentss too manifest.A few
yearsago,in regionswherethrift, to one's own knowledge,still was, Savings-Banks
werenot; thelabourerlent his money to somefarmer of capital,or supposedo be of
capital,—andhastoo oftenlost is sinceor he boughta cow with it, boughta cottage
with it; nayhid it underhisthatch:the Savings-Bank$ooksthenexhibitedmereblank
andzero.Thatthey sellyearlynow, if suchbethefact,indicateshatwhatthrift exists
doesgraduallyresortmoreandmorethitherratherthanelsavhither; but the question,
Is thrift increasing?unsthroughthe reticulation,andis aswaterspilt on the ground,
notto begatherechere.

Thereareinquirieson which hadtherebeena proper‘Condition-of-Englandjues-
tion, somelight would have beenthrown, before‘torch-meetingsaroseto illustrate
them! Far asthey lie out of the courseof Parliamentaryoutine,they shouldhave been
goneinto, shouldhave beenglancedat, in one or the otherfashion. A Legislature
makinglaws for the Working Classesin total uncertaintyasto thesethings,is legis-
lating in the dark; not wisely, not to goodissues. The simple fundamentafjuestion,
Canthe labouringmanin this Englandof ours,who is willing to labout, find work,
andsubsistencéy his work? is matterof mereconjectureandassertiorhitherto; not
ascertainabléy authenticevidence:the Legislature satisfiedto legislatein the dark,
hasnot yet soughtary evidenceon it. They passtheir New PoorLaw Bill, without
evidenceasto all this. Perhapgheir New PoorLaw Bill is itself only intendedasan
experimentuncrucisto ascertairall this? Chartismis anansweyseeminglynotin the
affirmative.



