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Background: Only a few studies have been made of pre-school-aged children’s experiences in hospital. In addition, child’s experiences have been asked mainly from parents, nurses or physicians. 

Purpose: To study four different data collection methods and to compare the quality and the quantity of information gathered from 5- to 6-year-old children about their hospital experiences. 

Methods: Data collection methods used were storytelling, playing, drawing and photograph aided interview. 20 children participated in the study. A typology was made of the study situations based on child’s behaviour and co-operation. Children’s experiences were analysed with inductive content analysis. 
Results: The quality and the amount of produced information, in addition to child’s focus in the study situation, varied between different data collection methods. Based on analyses storytelling was the most productive data collection method. By using storytelling children concentrated and acted independently in the study situation and told more about their experiences compared to other methods. Altogether 14 different categories concerning children’s hospitalization were formed based on the summary of inductive analyses. Children mentioned environment, need for the support of family and loved ones, fulfilment of care process, daily activities, playing, positive emotions, enjoying hospitalization, fulfilment of autonomy, pain, time going by, communication, limitations, family’s adaptation to variation and recognizing health care staff as being part of their hospital experience. 

Conclusions: Pre-school-aged children are capable of telling their own experiences, when study methods are suitable for them. In this study storytelling was notified as a productive data collection method applied to hospitalized children. 
