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This paper, built on an empirical study, argues that child well-being is a strong analytical tool to understand children’s experiences and needs in Turkey. The emergence of children’s rights as a normative framework and recognition of child’s agency in shaping her/his life has contributed to the development of child well-being phenomena which is getting more attention in the childhood literature. In order to depict the multidimensional aspects of child well-being, several relational domains are identified and under each domain child well-being indicators are developed. In our study, in comparison with the international literature (OECD, 2009; EC,2008; Bradshaw et al. EU-2006; Bradshaw et al. OECD-2006; Richardson et al. CEE/CIS- 2006)  and based on the existing literature on childhood in Turkey, 8 domains are identified: Material Well- Being, Education, Health, Risk and Safety, Housing and Environment, Participation, Children’s Relationships and Subjective Well-Being.   The empirical study to develop child well-being indicators under each domain is composed of a quantitative study carried out in Istanbul and a qualitative study focused on a neighborhood in Istanbul. In the quantitative part of the research, a sample survey is carried out with children between 12-18 ages and their parents. In the qualitative part of the research, in-depth interviews with children between ages 8-18 and focus groups with children between 12-18 ages in a chosen neighborhood where low socio-economic groups live. Based on the findings of this study, we suggest a list of indicators under each domain which could be developed by further research. Therefore, in this paper, we will discuss the empirical findings of child well-being study and present a list of indicators under each domain which portrays child well-being in Istanbul-Turkey.
