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ABSTRACT 
Algeria is a large North African country populated by more than 35 million inhabitants. During the socialist era of the 70s, it spent big efforts in order to generalize free and compulsory education for all 6 and up to 16 years old children. This option has been maintained in its present pluralist system. Currently, access to education is reaching more than 97% of the school aged children (6 years olds). Furthermore, the Act of Education of 2008 promises the gradual generalisation of preparatory education for all children aged 5. 

However, these and other quantitative aspects may not reflect the real deficiencies of the school system in this country. For instance, the importance of students’ participation in informing educational policy makers towards improving schooling conditions has not been recognised until recently (Le plan national pour l'enfance 2008- 2015). So, so far all reports on the state of education rely solely on quantitative indicators. 

From this perspective, our research has been designed to study the subjective experience of well-being in two kinds of secondary schools: those with the highest success rates and those with the lowest success rates in the Baccalaureate exams in the city of Oran (the 2nd largest city in Algeria). In the year 2009-10, we administered a questionnaire to more than 800 students on their satisfaction with life, Personal Well-Being and school experiences. The same procedure and research techniques are being currently administered in order to re-assess these same aspects. Cross-sectional analyses and comparisons with international results are hoped to bring some understanding on the well-being of this population.









