ABSTRACT

DISCIPLINE, GUIDANCE AND PUNISHMENT
A society’s changing attitudes and beliefs of violence and discipline are reflected through legislation and vice versa, with measures for a child’s well-being are indirectly affected by definitions of violence and physical punishment.  Of particular importance are the debates about whether or not smacking is considered violent and the broader context of such disciplinary measures.  Intense national debate has ensued over children’s rights, how children are raised in New Zealand, and whether it is ever acceptable to smack a child.  The evolving influence of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) on legislation in various countries has a significant impact on national legislation and leads to the need for further information on how the discipline of children is perceived and legislated.  The legislative change for a total ban on the physical punishment of children for disciplinary reasons in May 2007 received more public submissions than any other piece of legislation in New Zealand history.  Given that New Zealand reportedly has the third highest child homicide rate in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries, the implications of how smacking is defined and whether or not it is on the continuum of violence overlaps with a child’s well-being through the conceptual framework of Bronfenbrenner’s bioecological model.      
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