Multi-national study of children’s subjective well-being and daily activities

Data on child well-being, especially coming from children and young people themselves, gives policy makers important insights into the state of children in their countries. Data on children’s own views of their lives can provide more direct information on children’s well-being and its determinants (children’s experiences in their families, at school, in their neighbourhoods or with friends, their health, how they use their time as well as their material situation) can help shift the policy debate towards the quality of services. 
A new international survey instrument applicable to both high and low income countries could help fill a persistent gap in information and enable a comparison within and between countries. A partnership between UNICEF RO CEE/CIS , International Society for Child Indicators and World Vision can provide a strong platform for such an initiative and would enable countries across the CEE/CIS region to conduct child well-being surveys based on a common set of methods.

A small group of experts on child well-being and research with children has developed a survey instrument on child well-being (a questionnaire) for 10- and 12-year-olds. Based on a core  questionnaire pilot surveys were conducted last year in Germany, Israel, England and Spain. 
The objectives of the pilots :

1. To examine the tool (questionnaire) and its utility as for the entire population, 
2. To test children’s understanding of the questionnaire by age and culture,
3. To compare within and between countries.
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The pilot surveys findings were compared in World vision meeting on December 2010.  

The proposed panel will present the findings of the pilot surveys and discuss about them and about lessons learned.
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The presentations will be:
1. Background and survey rational – Asher Ben-Arieh or Petra Hoelscher
2. The Israeli pilot – Edna shimoni
3. The Spanish pilot - Mònica González
4. The German pilot - Sabine Andresen
5. The English pilot – Larissa Pople
