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Abstract:  

By the end of the project “Taking action for children” a monitoring instrument will be developed and tested in the form of an index of indicators that can be applied to all regions of Russia to measure effectiveness of responses to preventing and addressing the consequences of loss of parental care.	The monitoring instrument developed by the action will serve as a way of ensuring greater public oversight of the child welfare system as it relates to loss of parental care and addressing the consequences of loss of parental care.  The instrument will facilitate engagement of children without parental care or at risk of losing parental care, and their parents, in providing a strong element of this oversight.  The index of indicators will focus on the various elements of the child welfare system that deal with loss of parental care and attempt to give an objective assessment of the way in which this or that region is meeting its responsibilities under Russian legislation and in the framework of international instruments to which Russia is a signatory such as the UNCRC.  The index will be developed both from the top down through consultations with Federal Ministry policy makers from Health, Social Development and Education, Regional Government specialists from a range of sectors, national and Regional NGOs and from the bottom up through consultations with children and parents.  Involvement of children and parents in developing the index will help to ensure that it is relevant to their experience of the child welfare system and reflects the priorities that they identify as a result of their experience as well as reflecting Government policy priorities.  

