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Normative assumptions of child indicators
Social indicators are an effective instrument for constructing and spreading normative patterns of a “good childhood”. They represent political goals and norms of a “successful process of growing up” and foster their legitimacy. However, indicators for measuring child well-being entail a specific intrinsic logic. They reduce the complexity of children’s lives on a few characteristics (reduction), distinguish between “relevant” and “irrelevant” dimensions of child well-being (selectivity) and due to their focus on statistics and numbers create the delusion of objectivity, which obscures the constructive and hence contingent character of their origin.     

Against this backdrop, it is all the more important to deal with the implicit normative assumptions of social indicators. Therefore, it is the aim of this presentation to reconstruct the connection between normative constructions of a “good childhood”, the selective construction of child well-being indicators and the formulation of political measures concerning children and youths. This will be demonstrated with the help of recent influential international studies such as the UNICEF-study on child well-being and the OECD-study “Doing better for children”. Whereas e.g. the OECD-study is explicitly based on a social-investment approach, the UNICEF-study is a prototype for a children’s-rights based study. 
We intend to demonstrate that all studies represent a wide variety of concepts of a “good childhood”, whereby the specific normative approach of a “good childhood” has a crucial influence on the choice of indicators as well as the political recommendations. Whereas some studies argue for focusing (scarce) public resources primarily on dimensions of children’s well-being where the expectation of a future pay-off is the highest, others derive their implications first of all from subjective indicators of children’s well-being and children’s rights. 
With this analysis we intend to strengthen the sensitivity for the normative and cultural preconditions of indicators-based research on children’s well-being.       

