Panel  submitted to ISCI for the conference in York England, July 27-30, 2011

Measures of Child Well-Being from a Decentralized Statistical System: The Case of the United States
Unlike many developed countries, the United States does not have a central statistics office.   Statistics are provided by many different statistical units located in a variety of government agencies.   Nonetheless, over the last 20 year the federal statistical system in the United States has expanded the number and regularity of child well-being measures.  In addition, the emergence of the Federal Forum on Child and Family Statistics in the mid-1990s has provided a central location for sharing data on children.  Many of the key measures on child well-being produced by government agencies are available through their annual report called, America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being.    
This session will highlight some of the benefits and challenges of this kind of organizational structure and address some of the successes and continuing challenges to produce data on the well-being of children by U.S. federal statistical agencies.  Panelists will also provide some thoughts about next steps to develop better/more information on child well-being in the U.S. 
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