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Abstract
Introduction:

Early Childhood is a phase of rapid growth and development and always challenging from measurement perspective.   Several validated tools are available but most of them have limited culturally sensitivity to non- western countries.   Conventionally developmental assessment of children is primarily done by trained professionals in structured health care settings.  However, there is a scarcity of child development screening tools that could be used by the community level workers. Aga Khan University- Human Development Programme (AKU-HDP) has developed the CDA tool with the assistance of a multi-disciplinary team comprising national and international experts especially for community based Early Child Development Worker (ECDWs).  The current study was undertaken to determine the inter-rater reliability of the CDA when used by community based trained workers as compared to experts (clinical psychologist).
Methods:

A cross sectional survey was conducted in Tando Jam, Sindh on 277 children aged less than three years. For inter-observers reliability measures, each community based ECDWs pair and one clinical psychologist independently assessed children in the home setting. 

Results:

Very high inter rater correlation was observed in the paired assessments (r = 0.951 to 0.995, p<.001) on all developmental domains of the CDA: gross motor, fine motor, language, cognitive and social emotional. Strong agreement was observed and there is no significance difference in the distribution of mean difference (95% CI) among the experts and ECDWs observer rating for all developmental domains of the CDA.  
Conclusion: 

This study concludes that the CDA tool  is a reliable psychometric instrument for use in community settings by trained community based workers.
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