Abstract
Measures of Positive Outcomes:  An Interim Report

Kristin Anderson Moore, Ph.D.

Laura Lippman
Lina Guzman and

Megan Kuhfeld

Child Trends

Washington, DC
When the public, media, policy makers and practitioners focus on children and adolescents, they tend to focus on problems and negative outcomes, such as crime, school dropout, substance use, and teen pregnancy.  However, a more balanced consideration of positive as well as negative outcomes is good science, helps society identify goals, and reflects the need of children and youth to achieve positive benchmarks, not simply squelch the negative.  However, positive indicators of child well-being appropriate for large-scale surveys are in scarce supply.
With a multi-year grant from the John Templeton Foundation, Child Trends is working to define and measure 19 indicators of positive outcomes for adolescents and parents of adolescents, including:  diligence and reliability, environment stewardship, forgiveness, gratitude, life satisfaction, positive friendships, purpose, educational engagement, empathy, goal orientation, hope, social competence, spirituality, trustworthiness and integrity, altruism, entrepreneurship, generosity, parent/adolescent relationship, and thrift.  
The project team has developed definitions and completed an extensive scan to identify existing items and has also worked to develop new items, with input from an advisory board.  Items are now going through cognitive testing, to learn whether children and parents understand the concepts and wording.  This talk will share constructs and measures and findings from initial rounds of cognitive interviewing.  Lessons learned that are applicable to developing positive items for adolescents will be shared with attendees (Measures of Positive Outcomes: An Interim Report).
