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ASSESSMENT OF READING COMPREHENSION OF IMMIGRANT STUDENTS AND THOSE FROM SOCIO-CULTURAL DISADVANTAGED SITUATIONS
The present study aims to identify differences in reading comprehension among students from immigrant families and other socio-cultural disadvantaged situations, as compared to their peers. From the assumption that communication skills, as well as the language and culture mediators of a country, lead to disadvantages for students from different cultural backgrounds. Those skills lead to a cultural gap based on communication, wher reading and writing deficits impact on their comprehension skills. 
To test this hypothesis, a sample of 91 students enrolled in the first cycle of compulsory secondary education (ESO) was utilized.  Of them, 13 belonged to immigrant families or other socio-cultural disadvantaged situations and were attending remedial classes for additional support in Language and Mathematics. 
An ad hoc reading comprehension measure, developed for the current study, was utilized for the assessment.

The results showed that according to our expectations, there were significant differences in reading comprehension based on the cultural background of students. Since the ways of interpreting a text are not universal from a cultural point of view, it is difficult for those students who are not familiar with the literature conventions of a particular culture, to perform these tasks. 

These results support the need for the development of reading comprehension interventions with this population, given that the "linguistic inclusion" is the first step to promote other types of inclusion in a specific socio-educational setting. 
