Monitoring violations against children during armed conflicts

Since the 1996 publication of Graça Machel’s ground-breaking Study on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children a number of articles and reports have discussed how violations against children are monitored during conflict. While these papers have provided valuable reflections on international and national efforts to establish a monitoring framework
, and importantly the impact of such work, few authors have addressed the actual mechanics of monitoring grave child rights violations in conflict. 

Monitoring children’s rights amidst conflict is challenging; to monitor grave violations of these rights perpetrated by parties to conflict compounds these difficulties further. For example, in a conflict setting, security is both a prime concern and a limiting factor of monitoring – it affects what information is available, how it can be obtained and how it is utilised. Whilst experience gained in non-conflict settings has been built upon, the uniqueness of monitoring during conflicts has demanded new approaches.

This paper considers some of the methodologies for monitoring violations against children committed by armed forces or armed groups in the context of an armed conflict; and is based on the experiences of the authors’ work in countries in Africa, Middle East and Asia. It describes how some of these methods evolved; and seeks to draw out best practices with regards to data collection, development and use of indicators, and analysis of information. It also considers the ethics of gathering information in a volatile and sensitive environment. Lastly challenges of monitoring violations in situations of armed conflict are discussed. Whilst the paper addresses monitoring in a specific context, the lessons learned has implications for child rights monitoring in emergences more generally.
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� In follow-up to the Graça Machel report, the United Nations Security Council issued resolution 1612 which mandated the UN and partners to formally establish a Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism for Grave Violations against Children (MRM). 








