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In order to best target scarce resources, measures are increasingly being developed and used to reflect the contribution of multiple factors to the magnitude of child and family needs.  We have been developing a number of administrative databases at small geographic levels over time to create a pair of indices that can be used by policymakers and administrators to make high stakes decisions about the allocation of service resources.  

The first is a measure of risk that characterizes communities in the US state of Illinois with respect to negative early childhood health and social outcomes, and identifies those that have high need populations. This was developed in response to a needs assessment requirement for a federal home visitation program. The index is based on a relative scale of a comprehensive standardized measure, and hence lends itself particularly to help determine allocation of finite resources. Administrative and survey data are used to develop this index, which is comprised of birth rate, low birth weight rate, percent of publicly-paid births, percent of births to single mothers and rate of substantiated child abuse among children under age 6. 
A second longitudinal index that reflects multiple domains of child well-being, including health, violence, education, population density, dependency, service use, and poverty is also being developed to address the need of comprehensive services in communities.  This index will be at the census tract level in Chicago (n=854) and be calculated for each year from 1999-2010.

Both measures are used to highlight the contrast between unmet need versus service availability and points to the need for a more concerted effort to improve the state’s and city’s service infrastructure.

