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There is continuing evidence to support the view that the perspectives of children and young people are critical to the establishment of policies that are responsive to their needs and priorities. This extends to recognising the child’s perspective in research and respecting their ability to interpret their current lives and wellbeing to others. This paper will report research in progress on the wellbeing of children in planned long term foster care. Across Australia the number of reports of child maltreatment has more than doubled from 137, 918 in 2001 - 2002 to 339,454 in 2008 – 2009. The rate of children entering protective care also increased from 3.1 per 1000 in 1999 to 6.7 per 1,000 in 2009 (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2010).

The quality of protective care and its impact on children’s wellbeing is significant for international child welfare. This presentation will report research in progress on the wellbeing of children in long term foster care from the perspective of children. It draws on a 10 year prospective repeated measures design incorporating quantitative and qualitative dimensions.

The needs, achievements and subjective wellbeing of children were captured at 2 year intervals through personal interviews with children, carers and caseworkers’. The research also draws on assessments derived from standardised measures, including the Achenbach Child Behaviour Checklist and the Interpersonal Parent and Peer Attachment Scale. Outcomes in the spheres of education, emotional and behavioural development and family and social relationships will be highlighted. The paper will also consider the methodological and ethical challenges entailed in child focused research with particular reference to the current study. 
