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Abstract 

Research on indicators related to the state of child well-being is a growing field that has 

experienced several changes over time. The growing supply of data on children, as well 

as the need to facilitate conclusions and to track trends, has led researchers to develop a 

number of child well-being indexes. This paper critically reviews the most recent and 

relevant child well-being indexes, i.e., the Index of Child and Youth Well-Being in the 

United States, the Child Well-being Index for the European Union, the Microdata Child 

Well-Being Index, and the Deprivation Index. The study focuses primarily on the 

contributions and innovations the indexes have brought to the field, making a critical 

assessment of the methods used in the construction of the indexes and identifying their 

main limitations.  
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