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Diverse ideas and various priorities about aspects affecting child well-being, have consequences on the different ways by which adults promote it. What a parent, a teacher, a social worker, a doctor, or a policy maker, do think about what a child needs in order to develop correctly, or to feel well, or to grow up happy, will work as a predictor of their practices upon the different dimensions of child well-being. Thus it is our attempt to build up and to validate a useful instrument able to provide information about which dimensions and aspects of children’s well-being, adults recognize as the most important ones and how they prioritize them.

In order to elaborate this measuring instrument, we built a specification matrix and we listed a range of indicators based on a previous scientific literature review of child well-being indexes. Those indicators guided the preliminary item construction which was validated last year by an experts group, and we applied to a pilot group of 85 undergraduate students. With those results, we carried out a first technical analysis of our instrument, a descriptive analysis of items and several correlation analyses. Test design obtained from that first analysis, was a Likert evaluation scale with six possible levels of answer which we have applied to more than 800 undergraduate students of different Spanish teacher training programmes.

The data analysis we will present at this Conference followed two different phases. First, we carried out an exploratory factor analysis, and secondly, in order to confirm the underlying structure of the data matrix, we used a model based on the TRI (Rasch model) in its variant for classificatory scales. The first test is a factorial analysis carried out with PASW statistics 18. The second one have been performed using the program ACER-Conquest (Wu and Adams, 1997).

What we have obtained and we present as a key finding of this project, it is a validated Scale of Indicators’s Perception of Child Wellbeing (SIPCW) which will serve as an effective tool for future researches about adult’s perceptions of child well-being.
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