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Abstract:
In 2010, the legislature in the USA’s state of Minnesota passed legislation to create a Statewide School Readiness Report Card. The purpose of the report card is to monitor the state’s progress toward the goal of having all children ready for kindergarten by the year 2020. The information will also be useful for evaluating programs for improvement and accountability; assessing impacts of policies and services on young children and their families; and for identifying and analyzing gaps in service access and disparities in well-being and other outcomes based on geography, income, and race/ethnicity.  

Wilder Research, under the leadership of Richard Chase (paper author), developed the framework and selected indicators for the report card, which includes both indicators of child and family outcomes and indicators of systems and services associated with school readiness in three categories, educational preparation, healthy development, and supported families.  The report card also includes context indicators regarding the early childhood population and public program access and expenditures.
This paper will describe the research literature, framework, criteria, rationale, and process used for selecting the indicators.  It will also discuss a “wish list” of other indicators that would be in the report card if regular data sources were available. This wish list includes new data such as data on informal child care, resilience, and other data appropriate to natural learning and support systems. Finally, the paper will discuss how to use the indicators in ways that that empower and strengthen, not diminish, families and communities. 
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