Conflicting views and indicators of students participation in school mediation through in Catalonia.
Silvia Carrasco, Rita Villà, Maribel Ponferrada, Elisenda Casañas.

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain.

Mediation in schools has been progressively introduced in many countries in recent years as a tool for the promotion of peace and dialogue as values in the socialization of children and youth, as well as an advanced device to empower all members of school communities in dealing with conflicts, beyond traditional disciplinary measures based on adult intervention through surveillance and punishment. Mediation in schools, or School Mediation, is seen as a form of ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution). This movement, however, is encountering serious resistance from teachers and school administrators in a time of perceived increase of disruption and discontent in schools attributed to children and youth. The autonomous government of Catalonia is taking the lead in the elaboration of the first mediation legislation for all areas of law, or disputes that can escalate to the ordinary judicial system, on the basis of a substantive study of the extent, nature, results and dilemmas of pilot experiences of application of Mediation strategies, including schools. This paper will present the results of the quantitative and qualitative research on School Mediation and the tensions revealed concerning authority, autonomy and responsibility in its practice and their implications for the consideration of children and youth as citizens entitled to dispute resolution through mediation, and not only in dealing with conflict among peers.

