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Abstract:

The Convention on the Rights of a Child provides children with four fundamental rights: Survival, Protection, Developmental and Participation.  The government of Jamaica passed the Child Care and Protection Act (CCPA) in 2004 to bring national legislation inline with this.  The issue of child participation however, is receiving considerable attention in recent times as citizens become more aware of Child Rights.  This has taken conventional and well as unconventional forms with the latter galvanizing much publicity in the mass media.  The right to participation provides children with a great opportunity to effectively advocate for critical issues that affect their lives. 
This paper will therefore present results from the study which provide a model for child participation applying methodologies used by child rights practitioners such as the Office of the Children’s Advocate and the Child Development Agency.  A dos and don’ts approach which takes into account the best interests of the child as identified by the CCPA will also be included to give readers a quick source for reference.   The study purports some key components to consider when involving children in programmes and decision making.       

About the OCA 

The Office of the Children’s Advocate (OCA) is a Commission of Parliament which was created by the Child Care and Protection Act, 2004 and operationalized in 2006.  The Office is mandated to conduct consultations with children to advise the work in ensuring the best interests and to protect and promote their rights.  The execution of these consultations provides a useful tool for child advocacy and the development of informed policy advice at all levels. 
