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While the number of Romanian children in need decreased dramatically during the last years ten years, Romania still have to deal with serious problems in this field, such as child poverty, abuse and neglect. Approaching these problems would be, in our opinion, more efficient if we use the comprehensive framework of “child well-being”, which encompasses all the aspects of child development and policies. While several indexes and indicators systems were elaborated by researchers at European level, similar approaches in Eastern European countries are almost inexistent, despite the fact that these countries are confronted with the most difficult situations in the domain of child protection.
In this paper we present the results of the preliminary activities for the construction of an indicators system for measuring child well-being in Romania. We designed a 6-dimensional system of indicators: economic, health, psychological, educational, social and relational, identifying objective and subjective measures for each of them. Results of a survey conducted at 2 counties level, with a sample of 940 families with children and substitute families and 200 children age 7-14 from the same families are presented and discussed. Finally, we draw conclusions on the choice of appropriate indicators for child well-being in Romania. 

