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Based on a qualitative study of parents in 35 families with long-term poor economy, and interviews with children aged 11-19 in 25 of the same families. The aim of the study was to reach families living in long-term poverty, defined as having had income below EU’s poverty line for at least three of the last five years. About half of the families were ethnic Norwegian, and half came from different etehnic minorites. 
Publication: Moshuus, G., Backe-Hansen, E., Kristiansen, I.-H. and Suseg, H. (2010). Verdighetsforvaltning i liv på grensen. En kvalitativ studie av barn og foreldre i familier med vedvarende lavinntekt. [Maintaining dignity in lives on the limit. A qualitative study of children and families in families with long-term low income]. Oslo: NOVA, report no. 16/10.

The proposed paper will address children’s ways of relating to and acting on their families’ poor economic situation. This is done within a perspective of analyzing which strategies different children develop in order to maintain their dignity and self-esteem in a situation where the children feel deeply that they are unequal and marginalized in relation to society in general. 
Quite a comprehensive literature now exists with regard to children’s ways of coping with poor economic resources, and how parents try to protect their children from the worst consequences of particularly long-term poverty for as long as possible. Our study gave many similar results, and the paper will offer examples of such strategies 

What will be elaborated, however, is analyzing these strategies as part of a more deeply rooted strategy aimed at reducing the children’s experiences of themselves as unequal to and thus worth less than their more affluent peers. Children will try to reduce this inequality through adjustment, counter-reaction or resistance, strategies which permeate the stories we collected. This analytical perspective is important with regard to notions of citizenship as well, as full citizenship builds on ideas of a fundamental equality between citizens. Another source of inspiration has been Oscar Lewis’ theorizing about cultures of poverty, mainly understood as ways poverty creates conditions for learning ways of living that in themselves perpetuate barriers to social participation. This approach has not been very common in studies of children’s reactions to living in long-term poverty. 
