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The study examines the prevalence and the correlates of verbal and physical victimization of adolescents aged 11-19 by staff (including: social workers, direct caregivers, teachers, directors, volunteers, etc.) in residential care. The study is based on a large-scale sample of 1,314 adolescents in 32 rehabilitative and therapeutic settings for children who were removed from their parental homes in Israel, who completed a structured anonymous questionnaire. Hierarchical Linear Modeling (HLM) was used to examine the relationships between staff abuse child-level characteristics (e.g., age, gender, emotional and behavioral difficulties, etc.) and institution-level characteristics (e.g., social climate, ethnic affiliation, etc.). The study shows that a third (33%) of the adolescents reported being verbally maltreated by a staff member and more than a quarter (28%) reported being a victim of at least one type of physical maltreatment in the last month.

The most vulnerable were young adolescents, boys, adolescents in Arab institutions, adolescents with more emotional and behavioral difficulties and residents in settings with more of a negative social climate as evaluated by the teens. The study emphasizes the need for an ecological perspective in addressing staff abuse of children in care.
