Comparative studies use the characteristics of different taxa as a source of data, and such studies have made important contributions towards the understanding of sex ratios. Comparative data require special methods for statistical analysis because not all the variance in taxon characteristics is evolutionary independent. Solving this problem requires explicit phylogenetic and evolutionary assumptions which create challenges at each stage of a comparative study. Here we review the essentials of a comparative approach: asking questions, collecting data, choosing methods, analyzing data and drawing conclusions. We include a worked example of a recent sex ratio study on New World non-pollinating fig wasps (West & Herre 1998a), which we analyze using phylogenetically independent contrasts and by simulation methods. Finally we review the relevant software for comparative analysis of sex ratios and how to obtain it. 

