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	47th Annual Scientific Meeting, 17th-19th September 2003

The University of Edinburgh


GENERAL INFORMATION

The registration form for the Society’s Annual Scientific Meeting is enclosed with this mailing.  These notes describe some of the arrangements for the meeting.  All enquires relating to registration for the meeting should be addressed to the conference administrator.  Please use email or fax in the first instance.

SSM 2003 Conference Administrator

Scottish School of Primary Care

NHS Education for Scotland

The Lister

11 Hill Square

Edinburgh

EH8 9DR

Email:

heather.coupar@nes.scot.nhs.uk
Fax:

0131 651 4010

Tel:

0131 651 4016

BOOKING

Please complete and return the enclosed registration form with accompanying cheque made payable to “The University of Edinburgh” by Thursday 31st July 2003.  After this date please add £30.00 late booking fee.  You will be sent further details of the meeting when your booking has been received.  There is a £30.00 cancellation fee, and money will not be refunded after Friday 29th August 2003.
VENUE

The meeting will be held at University of Edinburgh and the Registration Desk will be situated in the foyer of the William Robertson building in the main University campus, George Square.  Rooms for parallel sessions and workshops are located in the William Robertson building and David Hume Tower whilst the main lecture theatre is located on the first floor of the David Hume Tower.  All of the rooms are a few minutes walk from each other and time has been built into the programme to allow you to move from room to room.  Accommodation is in the University’s Pollok Halls of Residence (Holyrood), approximately three miles from the main city centre and two miles from the main University campus at George Square.  A number of single rooms are available, many of which are en-suite.  Breakfast will be taken in the halls of residence, with lunch near the scientific sessions in Teviot Row House, (adjacent to the University’s Medical School, overlooking Bristo Square).

GETTING TO EDINBURGH

By car:  Edinburgh is easily accessible from the motorway network (M8, M9 and M90).  The University of Edinburgh is situated approximately three miles south of the city centre.  Full instructions will be sent on receipt of registration forms.  Alternatively you could visit AA Route planner to plan your own journey on http://www.theaa.com/travelwatch/planner_main.jsp  Parking is available at the halls of residence, but there is very limited car parking available on the University campus.  There is an NCP car park (Crichton Street Car Park) adjacent to the main University campus.  To park there for a full day would cost approximately £8.  However, buses will be provided each day from Pollok Halls to the conference venue.

By rail:  Edinburgh Waverley is served by Scotrail, GNER and Virgin trains offering services from throughout Scotland, London, Birmingham and other major cities.  For timetable details please visit http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/planmyjourney/  The University is 10-15 minutes walk from the railway station and the taxi fare is between £3 – £4 (depending on traffic).

By air:  Edinburgh airport has daily flights from most major airports.  The airport is approximately 7 miles from the University campus and is linked to the city centre by the 100 bus service.  The journey from the airport to the city centre will take approximately 25 minutes.  The 100 runs frequently, for further information on fares and timetable please visit http://www.lothianbuses.co.uk/airlink/timetables.html.  The 100 terminates at ‘Waverly Bridge’ which is just outside Edinburgh Waverley railway station.  From there the University is a 10-15 minutes walk and the taxi fare is between £3 – £4 (depending on traffic).

WORKSHOPS

Five workshops are planned to take place on Thursday afternoon (subject to demand).  Please note that the workshops will run at the same time as the visits, so you may only attend either workshops or a visit.  If you do wish to attend a workshop, please indicate your first (+/-2nd and 3rd) choice on the registration form.  Spaces will be allocated on receipt of registration forms (subject to demand)

1. Accountability in health and health care

League tables are prominent in the media and these and other aspects of accountability drive the lives of teachers, researchers and health care workers. There is much that is positive about the drive towards accountability, but how do we maximise the positive and minimise the red tape that is there simply to cover one's back?

2. Evaluation of complex policy interventions to improve health

The effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of major health-related policy initiatives, such as the Healthy Living Centres or Health Action Zones programmes, are now routinely assessed by means of formal, large-scale evaluations.  This interactive workshop focuses on methodological and practical challenges associated with the design and implementation of these types of studies.  Contributors invited to present at the workshop will include policy commissioners and users as well as researchers.

3. Primary care research – national data as a platform for research

This interactive workshop introduces a CSO/SHEFC funded research project which acts as a platform for primary care research in Scotland based on maximal use of routinely available data.  Participants will link and analyse routinely-available data from a wide range of sources on statin prescribing and premature mortality.

4. Families, relationships and health

Families and relationships are an important factor in maintaining good health; and conversely poor health affects family and relationship life.  This workshop draws on recently completed and ongoing research into this growing field, and in particular the work of the Centre for Research in Families and Relationships at the University of Edinburgh.  Issues explored include drug and alcohol abuse, violence, and research methods.

5. Complexity science: new ground or hot air?

In systems where events and change are highly dependent on their context, linear cause and effect relationships are difficult to find and exploit.  Complexity science applies numerical techniques to systems as a whole, as well as to their parts, to develop and test models of how things work and change.  The workshop will explore the characteristics of complex systems and how agent based modelling may help anticipate, if not predict, outcomes.

ENTERTAINMENT

A reception will be held in the Playfair Library on Wednesday evening.  Designed by William Playfair in 1816, the Playfair Library with its magnificent barrel-vaulted ceiling is one of the finest Neo-classical interiors in Britain.  After a buffet and drinks, delegates will be invited to attend a traditional Scottish ceilidh in Holland South Hall at the Halls of Residence.  Buses will be provided for the journey to the Playfair Library and on return to Holland South Hall.

On Thursday evening, the Society for Social Medicine annual dinner will be held in the Stratosphere of Our Dynamic Earth, Holyrood at 8.00pm.  Pre-dinner drinks will be served from 7.30pm on the two floors of the Stratosphere, allowing delegates to explore a tropical rainforest and the icy tundra of the polar region.  A disco will be held after the dinner in Holland South Hall at the Halls of Residence.  Buses will be provided for the journey to Our Dynamic Earth and on return to Holland South Hall.

On Wednesday and Thursday evening, self serve dinners will be available between 5.30pm – 7.00pm in the Halls of Residence.  Delegates are also welcome to make use of the bar in the John McIntyre Centre.

VISITS

A number of visits have been arranged for Thursday afternoon.  Please indicate on the registration form your first (+/-2nd and 3rd) choice.  Please note that the visits take place at the same time as the workshops.  As space is limited, places will be allocated on a “first come first served” basis.  Some visits may not run if there is insufficient interest.

1. Hill walk in the Pentlands, Flotterstone

The Pentlands are a range of hills to the south of Edinburgh, rising to around 850m.  The walk will take in two peaks, with magnificent views over the Forth Valley and Edinburgh City (on a good day!) and return through Glen Corse.  The walk will take approximately three hours, starting and finishing at Flotterstone Inn, where we will pause for refreshment on our return.   The walk is reasonably strenuous, and you will need to bring boots and water.

2. Public Health walk – Tour of Edinburgh

The public health tour starts at the Lind plaque in the Medical School Quadrangle and finishes at Paisley’s Close, High Street, where a tenement collapsed leading to a public clamour, eventually resulting in the appointment of the first medical officer of health in Edinburgh.  Many modern public health features are encompassed within the walk.  The walk lasts about 60-75 minutes.  Each walking group comprises about 10–12 people.  A map and notes mark additional features that amplify the walk for the enthusiasts, and permit people to do it unaccompanied.

3. Hidden underground vaults – Guided tour

Far below the busy, bustling Edinburgh streets there lies a dark, quiet, forgotten place. In the mid 1980s a set of Underground Vaults were discovered - chambers that had been abandoned for nearly two hundred years. Discover these wonderful dark rooms for yourself on this guided tour.  (NOTE this tour is not suitable for wheelchair users)

4. Hopetoun House – Guided tour, South Queensferry

Hopetoun House, Scotland's finest stately home, is an important part of European architectural heritage situated outside Edinburgh. Home of the Marquess of Linlithgow, Hopetoun is one of the most splendid examples of the work of Scottish architects Sir William Bruce and William Adam.  Beautiful Gardens can also be explored on a fine afternoon, and the tea shop is renowned for miles around.

5. Museum of Scotland – Guided tour

A striking new landmark in Edinburgh's historic Old Town, this magnificent building was designed by Benson and Forsyth. The Museum of Scotland presents for the first time the history of Scotland - its land, its people and their achievements - through the rich national collections. The stunning series of galleries take you from Scotland's geological beginnings through time to the twentieth century.
SPORTS

Pollok Halls of Residence are situated directly behind the Royal Commonwealth Pool.  A number of fitness classes, a pulse centre and of course the Commonwealth Pool are accessible between 6.00am–9.00pm daily.  For further information on price and availability of classes please contact staff at the Royal Commonwealth Pool on tel. 0131 667 7211.

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS

Please specify on the registration form if you have any particular requirements so that we can inform the caterers of your needs.

CRECHE

Crèche facilities are available during the conference for children under 5 years of age.  Please notify the conference administrator of your requirements by e-mail by Thursday 31st July 2003.  Indicate clearly the times for which care is requested, Wednesday morning/ afternoon, Thursday morning/ afternoon, Friday morning and the age of the child.

SPECIAL NEEDS

If you have any special requirements, please describe them on your registration form, or contact the conference administrator as soon as possible so that we can ensure your needs are met.  All the rooms for the scientific programme, other relevant areas of the campus and the venues for evening entertainment have wheelchair access.  There are a limited number of rooms within the Halls of Residence which have facilities for wheelchair users, these can be booked on request.

HOTELS

To search Edinburgh and Lothians Tourist Board for a local hotel or bed and breakfast, please visit http://www.edinburgh.org/accommodation/accommod.html
CONFERENCE ORGANISERS

The Society for Social Medicine’s 47th Annual Scientific Meeting is jointly organised by the Scottish School of Primary Care and the University of Edinburgh
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Further information can be found on our website www.sspc.uk.com/conference/SSM2003
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