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10 Credits
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18 hours

Seminars

  4 hours
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Assessment

Closed:

2 hour examination
Open:


None
Description:

This module provides a critical overview of the major ‘conventional’ theoretical developments that inform the profession, and the accounting policy making and standard setting processes. It analyses the relevance and limitations of conventional accounting theory, practice and reporting within our current social and political environment. It evaluates the usefulness of new forms of accounting designed to satisfy modern global conditions, by exploring alternative perspectives on corporate financial practice and reporting, including social, environmental, gendered, and political perspectives.

Learning Outcomes:

Successful completion of the module will demonstrate that students are able to:

· critically analyse a range of accounting theories on and approaches to reporting practice

· critically evaluate arguments produced both for and against the need for accounting regulation and conceptual frameworks
· identify some of the limitations of traditional financial reporting practice
· critically evaluate practical and theoretical initiatives in social and environmental and sustainability accounting and reporting
· critically evaluate the socially conditioned and socially conditioning nature of accounting and the accounting profession

Content:

Topics to be covered include:

· Introduction to financial accounting theory
· The regulation of financial accounting

· Normative theories of accounting: conceptual frameworks

· Positive accounting theory

· Theories of financial reporting decisions

· Critiques of conventional accounting

· Social and Environmental Reporting and Accountability

· Sustainability reporting

· Gendered perspectives on financial accounting

· Critical perspectives on financial accounting

Teaching Material:

OHP lecture slides, handouts, articles, films, case studies, financial, social and environmental statement and sustainability reports.
Indicative Reading List

Much of the reading will be from periodicals, but the following texts are also indicative:

Core text:

	Deegan, C. & Unerman, J.
	Financial Accounting Theory: European edition
	(2006) Irwin McGraw-Hill


Other indicative reading:

	Gray, R. Bebbington, J.  
	Accounting for the Environment 2nd edn
	(2001) Paul Chapman 

	Gray, R. Owen, D. Adams, C.  
	Accounting & Accountability
	(1995) FT Prentice Hall

	Perks, R.W.
	Accounting and Society. 

	(1993) London: Chapman & Hall.

	Unerman, J. Bebbington, J. and O’Dwyer, B. (eds.)
	Sustainability Accounting and Accountability
	(2007) Routledge

	Periodicals
	Accounting, Organisations and Society; 

Accounting, Auditing and Accountability Journal; 

Critical Perspectives on Accounting;

Accounting Forum

Accounting, Business and Financial History
	








