
Applied Social Science is a multi-disciplinary subject, 
allowing for specialist study in a number of areas of 
interest beyond state welfare provision. Fundamental to 
the subject is the way social science can be used to 
understand society and how it may be applied to address 
social issues in practice.

Our BA Applied Social Science programme offers you an 
excellent opportunity to combine a broad and balanced 
foundation in the social sciences with an exploration of a 
range of social problems such as poverty, unemployment, 
crime, child abuse, pollution and environmental damage.

Given the breadth of knowledge and transferable skills 
gained on this degree, as a graduate of this course you will 
be well placed to pursue a career in a number of fields, but 
especially in the public and voluntary sectors as a policy 
advisor, policy analyst, researcher, campaigner, journalist 
or civil servant.
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Flexibility to allow you to specialise in a number of social science disciplines

BA HONOURS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
L431

Learning and teaching
 
You will learn through a combination of:
»    Lectures, supported through small group seminars and 
        workshops
»    Individual and group presentations
»    Independent learning
»    Feedback on module assessments
»    Placement option in your third year
»    One-to-one pastoral support through a personal
        supervisor
»    One-to-one supervision with your dissertation

Your lectures, seminars and workshops will be delivered by 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable academic staff. In the first year 
some of your seminars will be led by trained postgraduate 
students who will support you and offer you guidance as you 
start your academic study of the subject. You will develop your 
knowledge and understanding with focused and guided reading, 
group work and, for some modules, online activities to support 
your learning beyond the classroom.

You will be assessed through a range of methods, primarily essays, 
presentations, workshop reports, portfolios and policy reports. 
�ere is only minimal use of closed examinations across the 
programme as a whole.

�e information in this leaflet is correct at the time of going to print. It is issued for the general guidance of students entering the University of York and does not form part of any contract. 
�e Department hopes to provide the modules listed in this leaflet, but reserves the right to withdraw or to make alterations if necessary. 

project completed in your third year, and three option modules of 
your choice.

In the third year you will have a free choice of four option 
modules, or three modules and a work-based placement. �e 
placement is an ideal way to experience the way policy is 
implemented on the ground and complements your campus-
based study. Finally, you will write your dissertation on a topic 
unrestricted to any branch of social policy or applied social science.

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 1 Introducing Social Policy
Introducing Sociology and Social Psychology

Politics and Economics of Social Policy
Ways of Knowing

Year 2 Social Research Methods
Option Module
Option Module
Option Module

Year 3 Option Module
or Placement Option Module

Dissertation
Option Module Option Module

Module options
 
Module options change on a regular basis, but an indicative
list includes:

Year 2
»    Citizenship, Difference and Inequality
»    Comparative Social Policy
»    Environmental Policy
»    �e Policy Process
»    Understanding Childhood and Youth
»    Understanding Criminal Justice
»    Victimisation and Social Harm

Year 3
»    Crime, People and Place
»    Criminal Justice and Policing
»    Gender and Youth Cultures
»    Housing Policy
»    Illicit Drug Use
»    Social Enterprise
»    Social Policy in the World’s Cities
»    Sustainable Development and Social Inclusion
»    �e Well-Being of Children and Young People
»    Understanding Families and Family Life
»    Vulnerability, Deviance and Social Control
»    Welfare State Futures
»    Welfare States in Crisis
»    Youth Justice

Degree programme
 
In the first year you will be introduced to a broad range of social 
sciences and training in key academic skills essential to your 
degree-level study.

�e second year offers you the flexibility to shape your degree to 
your own interests. You will take a core module on ‘Social Research 
Methods’, which prepares you for your own dissertation research 
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 Since the turn of the century, Britain has seen 
unprecedented changes in services for children and young 
people. Yet, research undertaken by Department staff for 
UNICEF concluded that the UK was at the bottom of a 
league table of advanced nations on a range of different 
measures of children’s well-being. How can this be possible?

Our BA Applied Social Science - Children and Young People 
degree enables you to consider such questions in depth 
and explore how the lives of children and young people at
home and abroad can be improved. You will receive a 
broad and balanced introduction to a range of social 
sciences and apply these perspectives to our 
understanding of the lives of children and young people.

You will be taught by staff actively engaged in researching 
social issues that affect children and young people today, 
bringing their insights and expertise into the classroom. In 
addition, you will undertake a placement in the third year 
to further your understanding of the policy-practice 
relationship.

Our degree programme will equip you with the knowledge 
and skills to work in a range of careers in the public, private 
and voluntary sectors. Recent graduates have gone on to 
work with national children’s charities, local authorities, 
child protection, outreach, managerial roles and academic 
careers undertaking cutting edge research and teaching
within the field of childhood and youth studies. 
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Applied Social Science - Children and Young People
Drawing upon a range of social sciences to tackle issues affecting young people today

BA HONOURS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
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Learning and teaching
 
You will learn through a combination of:
»    Lectures, supported through small group seminars and 
        workshops
»    Individual and group presentations
»    Independent learning
»    Feedback on module assessments
»    Placement as a core part of your third year
»    One-to-one pastoral support through a personal
        supervisor
»    One-to-one supervision with your dissertation

Your lectures, seminars and workshops will be delivered by 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable academic staff. In the first year 
some of your seminars will be led by trained postgraduate 
students who will support you and offer you guidance as you 
start your academic study of the subject. You will develop your 
knowledge and understanding with focused and guided reading, 
group work and, for some modules, online activities to support 
your learning beyond the classroom.

You will be assessed through a range of methods, primarily 
essays, presentations, workshop reports, portfolios and policy 
reports. �ere is only minimal use of closed examinations across 
the programme as a whole.

�e information in this leaflet is correct at the time of going to print. It is issued for the general guidance of students entering the University of York and does not form part of any contract. 
�e Department hopes to provide the modules listed in this leaflet, but reserves the right to withdraw or to make alterations if necessary. 

You will also take a core module on ‘Social Research Methods’ 
and a further module of your choice from those on offer.

In the third year you will go on a work-based placement in an 
agency working with children and young people, to experience 
the way policy is implemented in practice. �is is a rich and 
enjoyable learning experience to complement your campus-
based study. In addition, you will study three modules of your 
choice, at least one of which will be a specialist module on 
children and young people. Finally, you will write your 
dissertation on a topic related to children and young people.

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 1 Introducing Social Policy
Introducing Sociology and Social Psychology

Politics and Economics of Social Policy
Ways of Knowing

Year 2 Social Research Methods
�e Policy Process

Understanding Childhood and Youth
Option Module

Year 3 Pathway Specific
Placement Option Module

Dissertation
Option Module Option Module

Module options
 
Module options change on a regular basis, but an indicative
list includes:

Year 2
»    Citizenship, Difference and Inequality
»    Comparative Social Policy
»    Environmental Policy
»    Understanding Criminal Justice
»    Victimisation and Social Harm

Year 3
»    Crime, People and Place
»    Criminal Justice and Policing
»    Gender and Youth Cultures
»    Housing Policy
»    Illicit Drug Use
»    Social Enterprise
»    Social Policy in the World’s Cities
»    Sustainable Development and Social Inclusion
»    �e Well-Being of Children and Young People
»    Understanding Families and Family Life
»    Vulnerability, Deviance and Social Control
»    Welfare State Futures
»    Welfare States in Crisis
»    Youth Justice

Degree programme
 
In the first year you are introduced to a broad range of social 
sciences and training in key academic skills essential to your 
degree-level study.

In the second year you will study two specialist modules: 
‘Understanding Childhood and Youth’ looks at recent policy 
developments in relation to children and young people; ‘�e 
Policy Process’ provides a theoretical framework to help you 
understand the policy making process in detail.
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Politicians and the media are continually drawing our 
attention to lawlessness and criminal activities. However, 
what can we, and governments, do about it? How can we 
detect increasingly sophisticated crimes and what is 
appropriate punishment? 

Our BA Applied Social Science - Crime and Criminal Justice 
degree will enable you to tackle these questions from an 
informed and critical perspective. You will receive a broad 
and balanced introduction to a range of social sciences and 
apply these perspectives to our understanding of crime 
and criminal justice. You will also undertake a placement in 
a crime related work setting, to further your understanding 
of the policy-practice relationship.

By studying our Crime and Criminal Justice programme, 
you will have excellent preparation for a career in this field, 
including working in the police force, probation, the 
voluntary sector or other agencies, for example those 
dealing with youth offending.
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Learning and teaching
 
You will learn through a combination of:
»    Lectures, supported through small group seminars and 
        workshops
»    Individual and group presentations
»    Independent learning
»    Feedback on module assessments
»    Placement as a core part of your third year
»    One-to-one pastoral support through a personal
        supervisor
»    One-to-one supervision with your dissertation

Your lectures, seminars and workshops will be delivered by 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable academic staff. In the first year 
some of your seminars will be led by trained postgraduate 
students who will support you and offer you guidance as you 
start your academic study of the subject. You will develop your 
knowledge and understanding with focused and guided reading, 
group work and, for some modules, online activities to support 
your learning beyond the classroom.

You will be assessed through a range of methods, primarily essays, 
presentations, workshop reports, portfolios and policy reports. 
�ere is only minimal use of closed examinations across the 
programme as a whole.

�e information in this leaflet is correct at the time of going to print. It is issued for the general guidance of students entering the University of York and does not form part of any contract. 
�e Department hopes to provide the modules listed in this leaflet, but reserves the right to withdraw or to make alterations if necessary. 

‘Social Research Methods’, which prepares you for your own 
dissertation research project completed in your third year, and 
a further module of your choice from those on offer.

In the third year you will go on a work-based placement in a 
criminal justice setting, to experience the way policy is 
implemented in practice. �is is a rich and enjoyable learning 
experience to complement your campus-based study. In addition, 
you will study three modules of your choice and, you will write 
your dissertation on a topic related to crime and criminal justice.

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 1 Introducing Social Policy
Politics and Economics of Social Policy

Sociology of Crime and Deviance
Ways of Knowing

Year 2 Social Research Methods
Understanding Criminal Justice
Victimisation and Social Harm

Option Module

Year 3 Pathway Specific
Placement Option Module

Dissertation
Option Module Option Module

Module options
 
Module options change on a regular basis, but an indicative
list includes:

Year 2
»    Citizenship, Difference and Inequality
»    Comparative Social Policy
»    Environmental Policy
»    �e Policy Process
»    Understanding Childhood and Youth

Year 3
»    Crime, People and Place
»    Criminal Justice and Policing
»    Gender and Youth Cultures
»    Housing Policy
»    Illicit Drug Use
»    Social Enterprise
»    Social Policy in the World’s Cities
»    Sustainable Development and Social Inclusion
»    �e Well-Being of Children and Young People
»    Understanding Families and Family Life
»    Vulnerability, Deviance and Social Control
»    Welfare State Futures
»    Welfare States in Crisis
»    Youth Justice

Degree programme
 
In the first year you are introduced to a broad range of social 
sciences and training in key academic skills essential to your 
degree-level study. You will also undertake a specialist module 
looking at the sociology of crime and criminal behaviour.

In the second year you will study two specialist modules on crime 
and criminal justice: ‘Victimisation and Social Harm’ and 
‘Understanding Criminal Justice’. You will take a core module on 

Applied Social Science - Crime and Criminal Justice
In-depth understanding of crime and criminal justice, how it is influenced by and impacts on society

BA HONOURS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
L433

Department of Social Policy & Social Work



Social Policy is concerned with promoting the well-being 
of citizens. Traditionally the subject focuses on the ‘big five’ 
areas of: poverty, health, housing, education and 
unemployment, but has expanded in recent years to 
broader social issues and international contexts. Often 
Social Policy asks about the ways in which services do or 
do not meet the needs of specific groups, such as children, 
people with disabilities, women, the retired, or members of 
ethnic groups. 

On our BA Social Policy programme you will receive a broad 
and balanced introduction to a range of social sciences and 
training in social research methods. �is degree is suited to 
you if you are interested in the welfare state, the impact of 
globalisation, social inequalities, the complexities of making 
successful policies, and what more can be done to address 
social problems at home and abroad.

Our teaching staff are active researchers, evaluating the 
impact of policy change and identifying new areas of 
welfare concern. Drawing upon their expertise, particularly 
in comparing social policies from different countries, you 
will be exposed to the latest thinking and challenges in the 
field.

Graduating from our BA Social Policy course can lead to a 
wide range of professional and managerial jobs within the 
public, private and voluntary sectors, especially those 
involved in promoting well-being. �e knowledge and 
critical skills you will develop will also form a foundation 
for careers in social policy research, or in local or national 
government.
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Learning and teaching
 
You will learn through a combination of:
»    Lectures, supported through small group seminars and 
        workshops
»    Individual and group presentations
»    Independent learning
»    Feedback on module assessments
»    Placement option in your third year
»    One-to-one pastoral support through a personal
        supervisor
»    One-to-one supervision with your dissertation

Your lectures, seminars and workshops will be delivered by 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable academic staff. In the first year 
some of your seminars will be led by trained postgraduate 
students who will support you and offer you guidance as you 
start your academic study of the subject. You will develop your 
knowledge and understanding with focused and guided reading, 
group work and, for some modules, online activities to support 
your learning beyond the classroom.

You will be assessed through a range of methods, primarily essays, 
presentations, workshop reports, portfolios and policy reports. 
�ere is only minimal use of closed examinations across the 
programme as a whole.

�e information in this leaflet is correct at the time of going to print. It is issued for the general guidance of students entering the University of York and does not form part of any contract. 
�e Department hopes to provide the modules listed in this leaflet, but reserves the right to withdraw or to make alterations if necessary. 

international level. You will take a third module on ‘Social 
Research Methods’, which prepares you for your own dissertation 
research project completed in your third year, and one option 
module of your choice.

In the third year you will have a free choice of four option 
modules, or three modules and a work-based placement. �e 
placement is an ideal way to experience the way policy is 
implemented on the ground and complements your campus-
based study. Finally, you will write your dissertation on a topic 
related to social policy.

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 1 Introducing Social Policy
Introducing Sociology and Social Psychology

Politics and Economics of Social Policy
Ways of Knowing

Year 2 Social Research Methods
�e Policy Process

Comparative Social Policy
Option Module

Year 3 Option Module
or Placement Option Module

Dissertation
Option Module Option Module

Module options
 
Module options change on a regular basis, but an indicative
list includes:

Year 2
»    Citizenship, Difference and Inequality
»    Environmental Policy
»    Understanding Childhood and Youth
»    Understanding Criminal Justice
»    Victimisation and Social Harm

Year 3
»    Crime, People and Place
»    Criminal Justice and Policing
»    Gender and Youth Cultures
»    Housing Policy
»    Illicit Drug Use
»    Social Enterprise
»    Social Policy in the World’s Cities
»    Sustainable Development and Social Inclusion
»    �e Well-Being of Children and Young People
»    Understanding Families and Family Life
»    Vulnerability, Deviance and Social Control
»    Welfare State Futures
»    Welfare States in Crisis
»    Youth Justice

Degree programme
 
In the first year you will be introduced to social policy, a broad 
range of social sciences, and training in key academic skills 
essential to your degree-level study.

In the second year you will take two specialist modules on Social 
Policy: ‘�e Policy Process’ and ‘Comparative Social Policy’. �ese 
modules will provide an insight into the development of social 
policies and how they impact us at the local, national and

Social Policy
Understand the causes of social problems and what governments attempt to do about them
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Social Work 
BA HONOURS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
L500

Our BA Social Work programme provides you with the
academic knowledge and practical skills required to
become a registered social worker in England.

Our programme has a strong focus on practice and
learning from practice. The course is delivered by the 
University in partnership with a number of agencies in the 
region, which provide practice learning opportunities in a 
wide range of settings and with a range of service user 
groups. Together, course work and practical placement 
experience will enable you to gain the knowledge and 
skills needed for e�ective practice within a demanding 
but rewarding profession. 

On successful completion, you will be eligible to apply
to the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) to 
register as a quali�ed social worker. 
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You will learn through a blend of classroom- and practice-based
activities, including:

»    Lectures, seminars and workshops
»    One-to-one tutorial and pastoral support
»    Continuous assessment and examination
»    Practice learning of approximately 200 days involving
        skills practice and two social work placements
»    Placement supervision and assessment
»    Independent learning

Your lectures, seminars and tutorials will be delivered by
enthusiastic and knowledgeable academic staff who are 
experienced practitioners. Guest speakers with specialist
expertise, including service users from the Department’s Service 
User and Carer Participation Advisory Group, will also contribute
to modules across the programme.

You will develop your knowledge and understanding with
focused and guided reading, group work and, for some modules, 
online activities to support your learning beyond the classroom.

On placements, you will be supported by trained practice
educators who will offer you guidance as you undertake
real-world social work activities in our wide range of 
partner agencies. 

Our professional development groups will enable you to reflect 
upon your practice and discuss common issues with your fellow 
students through structured peer support. �is activity will
also help you realise your professional identity as a social
worker.

Department of Social Policy & Social Work

Learning and teaching Degree programme

Financial help
 
Information on the NHS Social Work Bursary is available online
via the links on our webpages:

www.york.ac.uk/spsw/undergraduate/fees-and-bursaries/

The information in this lea�et is correct at the time of going to print. It is issued for the general guidance of students entering the University of York and does not form part of any contract. 
The Department hopes to provide the modules listed in this lea�et, but reserves the right to withdraw or to make alterations if necessary. 

 
Our aim is to equip you with the knowledge, skills, values, 
critical ability and meaningful transferable skills to make a 
high quality contribution to social work, social care and 
welfare agencies in the UK or to employers in other fields.

�e structure of the programme, and its provision within an
intellectually stimulating and satisfying environment, is
designed to ensure that you reach your potential in both 
academic and practice-based skills. 

�e programme is based on three overarching themes:

»   Knowledge for Social Work - providing a theoretical
      and critical approach to understanding social work.
»   Contexts for Social Work - looking at the legal,
      policy and ethical frameworks that dictate, inform and
      impact social work practice.
»   Social Work Practice - preparing for practice, practice
      learning on placement and reflecting on professional
      practice.

As you progress through the programme you will build
upon the previous year’s knowledge, applying it to 
practice and looking in more detail in specialist areas.

You will undertake modules which will develop your 
understanding of: the impact of social inequalities on 
individuals, families and collectives, social exclusion, 
research-based social work theory, legislation and policy 
that guides social work practice, the morals and ethics that 
apply to social work, the nature of social work practice with 
different service users and in different contexts, for example 
in the fields of mental health, physical health, disability, 
youth justice and child care.

Professional accreditation
 
�e BA Social Work programme at York is accredited by the
Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) and endorsed by
�e College of Social Work.

Social Work
�e academic knowledge and practical skills required to become a registered social worker in England.

BA HONOURS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
L500

Department of Social Policy & Social Work


