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Introduction

William Julius Wilson has argued that:

"The Wire’s exploration of sociological themes is truly exceptional. Indeed I do
not hesitate to say that it has done more to enhance our understandings of the
challenges of urban life and urban inequality than any other media event or
scholarly publication, including studies by social scientists...The Wire develops
morally complex characters on each side of the law, and with its scrupulous
exploration of the inner workings of various institutions, including drug-dealing
gangs, the police, politicians, unions, public schools, and the print media, viewers
become aware that individuals’ decisions and behaviour are often shaped by - and
indeed limited by - social, political, and economic forces beyond their control".
Professor William Julius Wilson, Harvard University Seminar about 7he Wire, 4th
April 2008.

We have been running courses which examine this claim by comparing and contrasting this
fictional representation of urban America with a series of social scientific studies that deal
with broadly similar issues, in particular the work of William Julius Wilson himself, Mitchell
Dunier, Phillippe Bourgois, Sudhir Venkatesh and Loic Wacquant amongst others. As part of
this exercise we have drawn together a mass of academic resources from across the social
sciences, the humanities and serious journalism which we offer up here as a common
resource to interested scholars.

We will update the list as and when we can but please do email us with details of any
material that you come across that we have either missed or which is forthcoming.

Professor Roger Burrows (roger.burrows@york.ac.uk)
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I: Wire Related Internet Sources

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14

15.

Opening Sequences

a. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmlIvulygsbU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bDpzNMoLOO
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbKsHIfdyWc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JK8]0KNLIO
http://www.youtube.com/watch?’v=wSWuul5_gwk

e an o

Requiem for Detroit http://rutube.aru/tracks/3971045.html

1968
a. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1b22dA5 -w8

b. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8c8muriOPc&feature=related

c. http://www.youtube.com/watch?’v=MS nHBk2yJo&feature=related
d. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EIlyGXaBFUE&feature=related
e. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81H40p_wckU&feature=related

Baltimore 1968 http://archives.ubalt.edu/bsr/index.html

Wire 4 Seasons in 4 Minutes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZyROkfOb7s

Wire 5 Seasons in 5 minutes rap http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FX1Du7d4¢TU

Bill Moyers David Simon Interview
a. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qulcqNMHVic
b. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeNc5y7lpY A&feature=relmfu

Urban Ethnic segregation maps
http://www.flickr.com/photos/walkingst/sets/72157624812674967/detail/

Baltimore Sun murder mashups http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/homicides/

Baltimore neighbourhoods guide online: Brilliant:
http://www.livebaltimore.com/neighborhoods/region/

C. Brooker on The Wire
a. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tz99]ZRqZwA
b. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvhixZyqDbw&feature=related
c.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?’v=GVDc1uXda6Y &feature=related
d. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thCeelpVaCU&feature=related

Good Journalism Links http://readjack.wordpress.com/2009/08/18/all-the-pieces-matter-
analysis-essays-and-anything-else-on-the-wire/

Daily Mail reaction to this module http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1278862/Top-
university-offers-course-hit-TV-The-Wire-Mad-Men-Sopranos-next.html

David Simon and ‘Bunk’ on the future of the city
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krMQg4cEuOU

Harvard Seminar on The Wire with William Julius Wilson http://forum-
network.org/lecture/wire-compelling-portrayal-american-city
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVDc1uXda6Y&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnCeeIpVaCU&feature=related
http://readjack.wordpress.com/2009/08/18/all-the-pieces-matter-analysis-essays-and-anything-else-on-the-wire/
http://readjack.wordpress.com/2009/08/18/all-the-pieces-matter-analysis-essays-and-anything-else-on-the-wire/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1278862/Top-university-offers-course-hit-TV-The-Wire-Mad-Men-Sopranos-next.html
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16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24
25.
26.
27.

28.

Centre for Urban Research
University of York
Wentworth College

York YO10 5DD

Harvey’s Course on Capital http://davidharvey.org/. Harvey worked in Baltimore at Johns
Hopkins. This is a brilliant course on Marx.

Wire HBO Episode guide http://www.hbo.com/the-wire/episodes#

Wire Wiki http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of The Wire episodes

Savage Minds Blog http://savageminds.org/2008/02/25/is-the-wire-our-best-
ethnographic-text-on-the-us-today/

David Simon on Journalism: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8E8xBXFLKE

David Simon on the end of the American Empire
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJNkL12QD68&feature=related

David Simon on ‘his’ Baltimore http://www.youtube.com/watch?>v=WH9feOw2HGw

The Wire Monopoly!! http://www.thepoke.co.uk/index.php/2010/10/07/the-wire-
monopoly-game-2/

100 Quotes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sg]78QG9Bg&feature=related

And another 100... http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFh2f7rNAEI &feature=related

Top 50 ‘Characters’ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-WuwTrvcq8&feature=related

David Simon NOW http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK8OhwLAIMO0

Venkatesh Freakonmics Blog on The Wire http://www.freakonomics.com/tag/the-wire/

-,
http://www.york.ac.uk/sociology/research/curb/ C (A B B

CENTRE FOR URBAN RESEARCH
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