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SATSU’s Focus

Established in 1988, SATSU is an internationally recognised social science research centre located in the Department of Sociology
exploring the dynamics, practices, and possibilities of contemporary science and technology. Its principal focus is on the biosciences,
health, digital media and social networking including new forms of democratic governance, and the broader regulatory universe within
which these are found. Our approach is to provide both theoretical and empirically-grounded critical analyses of these fields, and to
undertake interdisciplinary and policy-relevant research informed by both conventional and novel methodological techniques.

SATSU currently has 14 members as well as Affiliated members based in the UK and overseas, and is directed by Professor Andrew
Webster. The Unit collaborates with colleagues working in dedicated research centres in the UK and internationally within the field of
science and technology studies, social media, and science and technology policy. We also welcome applications for PhD study
through the new Science and Technology Studies PhD doctoral training programme.

Front cover: ‘Let a 100 Flowers Bloom’, by Not Vital

Front cover picture credit: ©Andrew Webster
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Welcome

Director’s Report

This past year we have seen a number of developments in the
Unit that will have an important impact on our research and the
range of networks with which we work. Most importantly, we
welcome the appointment of two new members of staff,
Professor Joanna Latimer, who joined us in May from the School
of Social Sciences, Cardiff, and Dr Sam Robinson who joined us
in January from the Centre for the History of Science, Technology
and Medicine at the University of Manchester. Joanna is an STS
scholar of international standing who has made a major
contribution to both STS and medical sociology towards our
understanding of the relationship between medicine, science and
genetics, exploring how through richly detailed ethnography the
way medicine is itself revealed through its articulation with the
body. She is currently examining the ways in which
bio-gerontological models of ageing shape the meaning of
ageing and disease. She is also Editor of the journal Sociology of

Health and illness. Her work will be a valuable new track in
SATSU’s portfolio of studies on the biosciences. Sam Robinson
has joined Amanda Rees’ project as our new postdoc: he
completed his PhD at Manchester, focusing on the use of ocean
science for surveillance during the Cold War. He has
considerable expertise in scientific/technological futures and
dystopian science fiction especially in regard to the environment.
His research interests as well as skills in regard to digital
systems and the web will make an important contribution towards
the AHRC ‘Unsettling Science’ project. He is also developing
ideas relating to the role of ‘science diplomacy’ in international
relations.

While it is nice to welcome new members, it was with great shock
and sadness that in November one of our long-standing
colleagues, Graham Lewis, died suddenly. Graham joined us in
2001 on a Wellcome Trust project that explored the impact of
pharmacogenetics on the drugs industry and clinical delivery. His
knowledge of the industry proved invaluable and this technical
expertise informed many of the subsequent projects he worked
on, including a Department of Health project on
pharmacogenomics, the EU REMEDiE project and current
REGenableMED project. His work was always assiduously
prepared, accurate, informed and never claiming more than
could be warranted by the data. Always a modest man, but
forthright when he felt he needed to be, he was a loyal and

strongly supportive colleague of
the Unit and its endeavours. He
will be much missed by his
SATSU colleagues and the wider
Department.

The Unit has had a busy year with
existing and recently started
projects (for fuller details see
specific project pages in the
Review). Darren Reed and Mark
Johnson’s project in the Digital
Creativity Hub has continued to break new ground in regard to
ways in which digital applications can enable new forms of civic
engagement with data, extended further through work with York
City’s Environmental Observatory. The REGenableMED project
has made excellent progress this year with plans ahead for major
events with the MHRA and the All Party Parliamentary Health
Group in the House of Commons. Regenerative medicine also
figures in a new history of science project led by Leeds University
based James Stark with whom Andrew Webster is collaborating.
Siân Beynon-Jones and her colleague at Kent, Emily Grabham,
have held very successful network meetings relating to their
AHRC project on time and regulation. The network is especially
interested in how time is performed/enacted through regulation,
and how temporalities are sustained through regulatory practices
and the ways in which legal and regulatory time(s) have material
expression (through, for example, sunset clauses, case files,
precedent), and various incarnations as sequences of time, time
limits, zero-hour contracts etc. The international project led by
Pascale Lehoux has made a start and its first full project team
meetings are planned for early autumn 2016. The 7-year
programme of work is developing  a radical approach to
innovation which is based on an ethics of technology-design that
contributes to the common good that healthcare systems
embody and which calls for affordable and user-friendly
innovations that foster sustainability by addressing system-level
challenges.

Nik Brown has been completing his new book on AMR and the
politics of immunity, and John Gardner has been finalising his
book Rethinking the Clinical Gaze which will appear early in
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2017. Dave Beer has published a major work on data and
metrics, Metric Power, which examines the ways in which power
is deployed through data measures and algorithms. A wide range
of peer-reviewed papers have also appeared and are listed
towards the end of the Review.

The Unit has also been
heavily involved in two
wider initiatives: the
local/regional UoYSTS
Roundtable which, after a
series of seminars held a
major workshop in July
which culminated in a
number of research
proposals that members will
be taking forward over coming months. Equally importantly, as
Co-Chair of AsSIST-UK (along with Robin Williams at Edinburgh)
I have seen the Association membership build steadily and now
approaches 250 across all the major STS/history of
science/innovation research groups in the UK. The Association’s
website carries reports on its contributions towards national
inquiries and debates relating to government policy, and most
recently to the potential impact of Brexit.  

This reference to Brexit reminds us of how important our
international links and networks are, such as the still thriving
Bio-Objects network and a more recently established ‘Navigating

Knowledge Landscapes’ European network. We will continue to
retain and foster new links with all our European colleagues in
the years ahead, whatever happens in respect to the actual
implementation of Brexit. Many members of the Unit as usual,
attended and convened sessions at the 4S/EASST Conference
in Barcelona.  

It is, I think, important to ask how, within the context of Brexit,
expertise in the UK can be drawn on to provide the best possible
policy intelligence in anticipating future developments and
mitigating risks. While specific funding decisions will need to be
made – such as whether to underwrite H2020 contracts secured
over the period ahead – more importantly, there is an opportunity
to rethink the relation between science policy-making and the
wider society, especially in order to address the democratic

deficit that in many ways has
been seen to underpin the Brexit
vote. I believe that this is where
the expertise of the social
sciences and especially STS can
make a major contribution, and
through our various networks and
contacts we should all press for
this to put into practice.

AJW

Welcome

Director’s Report Cont...
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Track Session - 4S/EASST

Bio-objects colleagues

A former Bio-object



News 

AsSIST-UK Update

It has been a busy year, especially for the
Exec Committee of AsSIST-UK, and the
two Co-Chairs, Robin Williams and
myself. After a formal public launch at the
April meeting of the BSA in Aston, which
was timed to tie-in with a piece I did for
Nature (see separate item on this
elsewhere in the Review), membership
has continued to rise steadily and now
numbers around the 240 mark. It was also
pleasing that the ESRC has now
recognised AsSIST-UK as a ‘Learned
Society’ and one of our members,
Professor Brian Balmer (UCL) attended
the annual meeting the ESRC has with all
such bodies in June. The website has also
been created and contains regular News
items and reports provided by
members.(see assist-uk.com).

One of its main goals is to understand and
foster constructive relations between
science, policy and civic society.  In relation
to this, it has made a number of formal
submissions to the House of Lords and
House of Commons select committees of
inquiry, notably one relating to Science and
Public Engagement and a more recent one

on the impact of Brexit. The Association
received information from members about
the risks this is bringing, which echo those
that have been expressed by many other
national bodies following the Brexit
decision. These relate to concerns over
staff mobility, security, collaborative
research and the networks underpinning
them, access to EU research facilities and
continuity of research programmes beyond
the current period.

It is important to ask how, within the
context of Brexit, expertise in the UK can
be drawn on to provide the best possible
policy intelligence in anticipating future
developments. This is less to do with
policy for (specific areas of) science and
more science for policy making under
novel, unexplored conditions.  Most
importantly, how to deal with the end of
subsidiarity and legacy policies – such as
on measures to restrict environmental
pollutants agreed at an EU level – that will
no longer apply in legally binding terms at
the UK level, and how UK (and devolved)
government can engage more effectively
with pertinent expertise. What aspects of

these policies still make sense within the

UK, are there ways they can be improved

post-Brexit, what might these be and how

are we to achieve them? The UK’s

influence on policy in Europe will

undoubtedly decline in formal terms, but a

fresh rethink of UK-specific policy making

might have lessons for other European

countries. This is where AsSIST-UK’s

expertise can be drawn on, in

collaboration with other learned societies,

in advising the Department for Exiting the

European Union (DEEU) on the need for

new policy mechanisms and approaches.

There is an opportunity provided by the

Brexit vote to mobilise policy expertise

across the social sciences to re-think the

UK’s policy framework and processes in

such a way as to build a strategic and not

simply de-coupling approach to

withdrawal from the EU. AsSIST-UK is a

professional community with knowledge

on science and innovation systems, an

expertise that can help to understand the

implications of and responses to a

reconfiguring of relationships between the

UK and the EU.                                  AJW
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Building Interdisciplinary Analysis and Capacity: The UoY STS

Roundtable – Workshop Report

The UoYSTS Roundtable was launched over a year ago, and
this past year members gradually worked up ideas which would
form the focus on a regional workshop. The Workshop (held on
July 6 at the UoY) brought together over 50 colleagues from the
University of York and Yorkshire area to explore possibilities for
joint, interdisciplinary research. Four themes provided a broad
analytical canvas on which to open up the debate: governance,
metrics and data, temporality and innovation. The meeting
opened with a keynote address by Steve Fuller, Professor of
Social Epistemology at Warwick, followed by panels on each

theme and a detailed, more
empirically focused, debate in
the afternoon ‘sandpit’ session.
The meeting concluded with
feedback and suggestions for
collaborative research, defined here as work which can only ask
and answer research questions through interdisciplinary
expertise. Delegates are now helping to build these ideas via
email networking in the first instance followed by meetings in the
autumn to further develop the proposals in a more focused way.



News
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Navigating Knowledge Landscapes: Network – Online Health Searching:

Update

New Publication: Metric Power
by Dr David Beer

The NKL network enjoyed an excellent meeting in York in July
which was linked to the UoYSTS Roundtable. Prior to this
meeting the network leads, Anna-Lydia Svalastog, had submitted
a proposed COST Action relating to the ways in which people
use the web to secure health information. The main aim of the
Action is to help both patients and healthy individuals to navigate
health-related knowledge landscapes in such a way that it
benefits their health and wellbeing, and the wellbeing of
societies. It is to provide the theoretical concepts and start to
develop practical solutions that will respond to the need of those
who are embarking on navigating digital landscapes, helping
them to avoid the pitfalls of the plethora of different contents and
interests, and guiding them to the knowledge which would
improve their lives for better. It will also explore what institutions
and practices should be fostered and supported as enablers of
such positive navigation of knowledge landscapes in the health
domain.

Many of these issues have been explored through a series of
Knowledge Landscapes articles in the Croatian Medical Journal.

The network is holding its next meeting in Tenerife in November,
as part of the DiPEx International conference: the Database of
Individual Patient Experiences holds over a 100 collections on
many different types of illness experiences. International
collaboration is now established across 13 countries. NKL
members will be presenting papers at the DiPEx event on three
topics:

a) knowledge landscapes as a key context for, or even an 
integral part of health narratives

b) how individuals navigate the knowledge landscapes
c) the relation between web-users, on-line producers and 

co-producers of health narratives and knowledge landscapes

This book attempts to
understand how power is
deployed through metrics.
This book examines the
powerful and intensifying role
that metrics play in ordering
and shaping our everyday
lives. Focusing upon the
interconnections between
measurement, circulation
and possibility, it explores the
interwoven relations between
power and metrics. The book
draws upon a wide-range of
interdisciplinary resources to

place these metrics within their broader historical, political and
social contexts. More specifically, it illuminates the various ways

that metrics implicate our lives – from our work, to our
consumption and our leisure, through to our bodily routines and
the financial and organisational structures that surround us.
Unravelling the power dynamics that underpin and reside within
the so-called big data revolution, the book develops the central
concept of Metric Power along with a set of conceptual resources
for thinking critically about the powerful role played by metrics in
the social world today. If you are interested in the book then you
might also be interested in this piece which was written for The
Guardian political science section
https://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science/2016/aug/
11/numbers-dont-need-to-be-trusted-to-shape-our-lives-they-just-
need-our-attention-bbc



Project Updates

Regulating Time: New Perspectives on Regulation, Law and

Temporalities – Dr Siân-Beynon-Jones 

This project is an AHRC funded research network which aims to
create an interdisciplinary network of scholars whose work
engages with the relationships between regulation and time. The
network is co-ordinated by Emily Grabham at Kent Law School,
in collaboration with Siân Beynon-Jones (SATSU). Through a
series of workshops, culminating in a final conference and,
ultimately, an edited book, it aims to make time central in the
analysis of law and regulation. Questions to be explored through
the network include:

• How do concepts of time shape regulation, and vice versa?
• How do concepts of time affect experiences of regulation, 

and vice versa?
• In what ways can interdisciplinary approaches to time 

improve our understanding of the relationship between time 
and regulation?

• What can academic research on regulation and time learn 
from stakeholders? How might collaborations between 
academics and stakeholders in this field engage with, and 
shape, wider public perspectives on time and regulation? 

Three events have been organised as part of the network this
year. The first – a symposium on Time, Regulation and
Technoscience – was hosted by SATSU on 20 January 2016.
Through a series of rich, empirically informed papers, it explored
the specific temporal dynamics which emerge at the intersection
between technoscience and regulatory processes. 

The second event, organised by Siân Beynon-Jones and hosted
by the British pregnancy advisory service (bpas), was a
workshop which brought together a range of stakeholders to
explore the possibilities of Changing Conversations about Time
and Abortion? Abortion law in Scotland, England and Wales
provides a compelling illustration of the regulatory significance of
concepts of time. Parliamentary and public debate about abortion
has routinely focussed on a particular temporal issue, namely,
the upper gestational limit at which the procedure is provided.
Through a series of papers and discussion sessions, this
interdisciplinary event sought to open up the parameters of such
discussions by engaging with the complexities of time in
women’s lives and in abortion practice. 

The final event was an international conference held in the
grounds of Canterbury Cathedral in September 2016, which
brought academics, artists and writers together to explore
scholarship in this emerging field: The New Legal Temporalities?

Discipline and Resistance Across Domains of Time. 

For further information, please see the network website:
http://www.kent.ac.uk/law/time/

And the network blog:
http://regulatingtime.blogspot.co.uk/?view=flipcard#!/
Follow the project on Twitter: @regulatingtime

Image credit: Laura Billings
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SATSU’s project on regenerative medicine
– REGenableMED – has been engaged in
a number of engagement and
dissemination activities: members
prepared a film for the ESRC Festival of
Social Science week and have presented
at the British Sociological Association’s
annual conference on clinical adoption as
well as a Workshop for stakeholders on
redistributed manufacturing and cell
therapy, at the University of Nottingham.
Presentations have been made at the
EuCelLEX workshop in Paris on
regulation, the law and stem cells, and the
York Festival of Ideas with colleagues
from the Department of Biology on
Regenerative Medicine and Time to the

Clinic: What’s possible, what’s likely and

when?, and to NHS England stakeholders
in the field. Two Policy Briefings have
been published and disseminated widely
across UK policy communities in health
and medicine: Regenerative Medicine in

the United Kingdom (September 2015)
Reimbursement (April 2016). Partners
have also submitted evidence to public
inquiries on regenerative medicine being
held by the UK Parliamentary Science and
Technology Select Committees. 

Collectively, members of the project have
published 8 papers and a book this past
year, with plans for another 7 papers in
the year ahead. 

Some of the key activities we have
undertaken or for which planning is
underway include:

• A Workshop for MPs who are members
of the All Party Parliamentary Health 
Group on 8 November

• The MHRA’s Patient Forum for a 
workshop on regenerative 
medicine on 11 November

• A workshop with Medical Directors of 
Trusts and members of the Academic 
Health Science Centres on the 
implications of regenerative medicine 
for the future in context of NHSE’s 
‘Sustainability and Transformation 
Plan’

• NICEs evaluation of the regenerative 
medicine field: Andrew Webster was on
the review group and his suggestions 
replacing greater emphasis on building 
uncertainty into the TA was taken on

• A number of EU consultations to which 
we have responded and where our 
recommendations have been adopted 
(eg in relation to Good Manufacturing 
Practice for Advanced Therapy 
Medicinal Products) 

• NHSE providing advice on the 
dynamics of innovation 
take-up, especially in regard to 
‘capture’ and ‘spread’

• An EPSRC Feasibility study on 
scale-up and models for 
manufacturing:

• Written Evidence to the Commons and 
Lords discrete Select Committees of 
Inquiry on RM: Information and advice 
to the ScarFree’ Charity on RM 
and wound/scar repair

Project Updates

REGenableMED
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The AHRC-funded ‘Unsettling Scientific Stories: Expertise, Narrative
and Future Histories’ project began in October 2015. Based at the
Universities of York, Aberystwyth and Newcastle, its focus is on how
science and technology was used to write the history of the future,
in fiction and in fact, throughout the long, technological, twentieth
century.

Why another ‘long’ century? Well, the project’s timeline officially
begins with the publication of de Ferranti's design for Deptford
Power Station in 1887, marking the beginning of large scale
electricity generation in the UK, and ends with the appearance in
2007 of the 4th report of the International Panel on Climate
Change, which put the issue of anthropogenic climate change
beyond reasonable scientific doubt. In other words, we’re
investigating the period of history in which British society became
fundamentally interpenetrated by and dependent on the operation
of increasingly global scientific and technical systems. From
reshaping the landscapes through industrial agriculture and urban
architecture to remodelling interpersonal relationships through
social media and wearable tech, developments in science and
technology have profoundly changed the way in which we
understand and experience community life. Even more
significantly, as we know, they’ve changed the way in which we
think about the future and even how we think about what the future
actually is.

There are six components to the ‘Unsettling Scientific Stories’
project. Three are case studies, each focusing on a specific period
within the long century: Victorians and Edwardians, White
Heat/Cold War and Environment, Complexity, Catastrophe. These
look in detail at how science and technology were deployed in
thinking about the future at these historic points. They are
investigating how the dazzling displays and spectacular
experiments of scientist-performers encouraged the development
of a culture of futurism, in fiction, in fact and in a variety of different
spaces. More prosaically, they are considering how ideas of
improvement, reform and progress were gradually replaced later in
the century by notions of planning and crisis, as the limitations on
public and private resource (physical, economic, historic) became
plain, and the future became something that could and should be
prepared for. These case studies will show how the optimism of the
1880s had, by the turn of the next century, become considerably
blunted, as fears of political or military disaster became overlaid

with the awareness that the notion of the human capacity to control
natural systems had been somewhat overstated. Confidence in
technological, or technocratic progress was increasingly
confronted, in novels, films, research papers and committee
rooms, with its unanticipated – and wholly unintended –
consequences. The future was becoming fearful.

Tying these case studies together, however, are three ventures
which stretch across the century, each focusing in a different way
on how people use science – consciously or not – to think about
the future. Over the course of this century, we wanted to
investigate how people thought about, used and judged scientific
knowledge. In a sense, what we wanted to create with these three
elements was a means to develop a ‘Citizen History of Science’.

Past Periodicals, based at Aberyswyth University, is surveying
journals from throughout the period to see how science is deployed
within their pages: magazines that adopted a range of political and
economic perspectives, and which were widely read, but which
didn’t consider themselves primarily oriented to ‘popular science’.
It’s examining articles and editorials alongside cartoons, picture,
adverts and other ephemera in order to identify and categorise
scientific themes and questions as they emerged in the popular
context, and assembling them into a database. This will – in the
first instance – provide a key resource for the project itself, but
also, we hope, become an enormously useful tool for other
scholars. Its fundamental role is to help us figure out how people in
the past used science to imagine their future. Parts of the database
will increasingly be available online as the project proceeds – take
a look at
http://unsettlingscientificstories.co.uk/past-periodicals-database. 

In tandem, one of the parts of the project based at Newcastle
University – Prospecting Futures – is investigating how people in
the present use science to think about the future. Treating SF
readers as lay experts in both science matters and contemporary
future making, this part of the projects works with them to reflect on
what they know. At the moment, it’s exploring the nature of the
texts and narratives that it will use – popular and obscure,
challenging and entertaining, short sharp visions of different
scientific, social and political themes as well as more immersive
efforts at world creation. It’s going to critically reflect on what active
readers do when they read about the future – how do they

Unsettling Scientific Stories, Unsettling Histories of Science?
Dr Amanda Rees, PI
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Project Updates

The Digital Creativity Hub
Dr Darren Reed, Dr Mark Johnson

navigate the extraordinary variations in form and genre, how do

they deal with the pleasures and frustrations of engaging in worlds

that are both strange and familiar, and how does this shape their

notion of what our present could become? We’re currently making

connections with reading groups and other interested parties

across the North East and Wales – if you’re interested, please

contact amy.chambers@newcastle.ac.uk for details. 

The final (University of York) venture focuses on the decisions that

people make – individually and collectively – about the future.

Presenting Choices is creating an interactive role-playing game

that focuses on how the future (our present) emerged out of past

decisions. Asking players to imagine themselves back into that

past, it will offer them different storylines and scenarios – drawn

from the empirical work done in other areas of the project – and

give them the opportunity to navigate their way through what

choices they might themselves historically have made. As such, it

will play a key role in project outreach. But we also intend to use it

more directly in relation to our notion of ‘Citizen History of Science’.

In particular, we will build in feedback opportunities throughout,

asking our players to tell us ‘what information did we leave out?’ ‘is

this the right way to tell this story?’ ‘was the cartoon or the advert

or the editorial more useful in making your decision?’. We

presented a beta version of this when Amanda Rees and Iwan
Rhys Morus gave a plenary at the Science in Public conference in
Kent this summer – and got a lot of useful feedback from the
audience. Further details can be obtained from
sam.robinson@york.ac.uk. 

We hope that these different outreach elements will help us
understand not just how people, whether scientifically trained or
not, use science to think about the future, but also how
non-historians utilise historical knowledge. We will then, we hope,
be able to use that information to improve our own analytic
narratives, and to deploy them more actively in public debate as
we work on ways of achieving ‘Citizen History of Science’.

We also, however, plan to read a lot of really good stories, some of
which may well involve space battles, while we’re doing it. 

In the last year the work of Dr Darren Reed and Dr Mark Johnson
in the newly-funded interdisciplinary Digital Creativity Labs has
developed in two directions. Firstly, they are in the process of
carrying out the "Episode" project. Episode stands for
"Environmental Policy In Simulation, Open Data, and
Engagement", and is a project working closely with the City of
York Council (CYC).The CYC collects a large volume of data on
the city, ranging from traffic lights to bus routes, incomes to
school placements, overdue library books to litter bins, and road
quality to air pollution. These are then gathered and combined
into the York “Open Data Platform” (ODP), through which the
data is made available to the public and categorized in high-level

headings such as “Culture”, “Health”, and so forth. However,

relatively few York citizens are aware of the ODP’s existence,

and of those who are, few have the requisite technical skills and

knowledge to meaningfully engage with this data. The objective

of Episode is to get people interested in York’s data and policy,

and by extension, to get them engaged with CYC's policies and

their open data platform. The council will thereby be able to be

more open, more accountable, and more transparent. We are

creating a game that makes the examination of this data playful

and fun, as well as removing the technical expertise barriers to

engaging with it, in the process opening up the ODP to a far

greater range of potential users.

The second element is the study of "esports" or "electronic

sports", which refers to professionalized computer gaming

through which players and teams make money (and in some

cases a full living) from their skilled gameplay. In 2015

In January 2016, Dr Amanda Rees won the 2019 guest editorship of the
prestigious North American history of science journal, Osiris. Published
by the University of Chicago Press, each annual edition of Osiris focuses
on significant and emergent themes within the history of science: the one
produced by Dr Rees, together with Professor Iwan Rhys Morus of
Aberystwyth University, will centre on the relationship between science
fiction and the history of science, and is titled Presenting Past Futures:

SF and the History of Science.
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professional gaming competitions were watched by 188 million
people, with over $65 million awarded in prize money,
contributing to a cumulative total of over $201 million so far.
These have taken place in dozens of countries primarily across
Europe, North America, and South-East Asia, with publicized
sponsorships from major global companies including Coca-Cola,
Microsoft, Red Bull, Sony, and Google, in an “eSports” market
currently worth $748 million and estimated to grow to $1.9 billion
by the end of 2018. We are currently investigating professional

gamers in the United Kingdom, and pursuing funding for
research into esports in European and East Asian contexts. We
are especially interested in the interactions between players and
viewers via internet-mediated broadcast, and the emergence of a
new and complex ecosystem of players, broadcasters,
companies, teams, and tournament organisers. In the coming
year we'll be further pursuing both of these routes of enquiry
further, and hoping to integrate more fully the work of SATSU and
the DC Labs.

Research Biography Profile

I joined SATSU in October 2013 as a PHD student, working on an
ESRC-funded project looking at Clinical Trials and the Challenge of
Regenerative Medicine. Because my funding is a multi-disciplinary
studentship I have a supervisor in Sociology (Andrew Webster)
and Biology (Paul Genever). I am primarily interested in the
sociology of clinical trials, and in particular the role that the trial
plays in biomedical innovation and the ‘translation’ of scientific
discoveries to the clinic. 

After graduating in 1999 with a degree in History and Sociology I
spent a number of years working as a market researcher, first in
the private sector and then in Higher Education. I really enjoyed
the research aspects of my role, and it gave me the chance to
develop my skills as a researcher, but I knew that eventually I
wanted to return to academia. Having identified health research as
a particular area of interest, I studied Biology and Health Sciences
at the Open University, and then received funding from the York
Trials Unit to undertake an MSC in Health Services Research. With
this somewhat eclectic background, the ESRC multi-disciplinary
studentship was a perfect opportunity for me, and I was really
excited to find a PHD project that allowed me to combine my
interests in Biology, Sociology and Health Sciences.

My doctoral research has involved interviewing clinicians and
scientists involved in clinical trials of cell therapies, as well as a
longitudinal study at an active trial site, involving multiple visits over
an 18 month periods to observe regular trial management
meetings and other trial-related activities. My fieldwork has given
me the chance to explore how the clinical trials process both
enables and inhibits innovation in Regenerative Medicine, and I
have seen first hand how messy the day to day reality of the trial is

in comparison to the rigid
process suggested by the
trial protocol. I am now in the
process of writing up my
results, and one of my main
findings concerns the various
ways in which the trial
framework for cell therapies
is performative, because the
challenges trialists
experience (or their
expectations of future
challenges) have a
structuring effect on
innovation in the field.

During my studies I have also had the opportunity to make links
with other PHD students in both Biology and Sociology, and have
been closely involved with the ESRC-funded RegENABLEmed
project, which has a lot of links with my own research. I have
co-authored a paper with other researchers from this project, which
is currently under review, and also presented some of our findings
in a joint paper at the recent EASST/4S conference in Barcelona,
Science and Technology by Other Means. One of the most
interesting, and challenging, aspects of my project has been
thinking about how to work effectively with researchers in areas as
diverse as Biology, Sociology and Health Sciences, and how to
make my results meaningful to each discipline. Luckily I have two
very supportive and open-minded supervisors, as well as some
extremely talented colleagues and fellow students to work with, so
I’ve had no shortage of guidance and inspiration.

Ruchi Higham
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I joined the University of York in January 2016, as a postdoctoral
researcher on the AHRC-funded project Unsettling Scientific Stories

(led by senior lecturer in sociology Dr Amanda Rees) working on Cold
War science fiction and its relationship to science policy and scientific
advancements in the era. I have a background in history with particular
interests in the Cold War history of science and cultural history. I am
currently working on a book entitled Between the Devil and the Deep

Blue Sea: Ocean Science and the British Cold War State, under review
for publication with Palgrave, that documents the remarkable growth of
marine research in the UK, and its underlying ambitions, from the end
of Second World War naval exercises to the deployment of nuclear
submarines in the Atomic Age.

After completing my degree in the History of Science at the
University of Aberdeen in 2010, I was recruited to complete an
ERC-funded doctorate on the earth sciences in the Cold War, as
part of the Earth Under Surveillance project (2009-2014, PI Dr
Simone Turchetti) at the University of Manchester. My thesis, which
is currently being revised as a monograph, analysed the significance
of sea studies in the context of British naval operations, the
surveillance of enemy vessels at sea, and the gathering of
intelligence on the capabilities of enemy forces. Centring on the
complexities of the Cold War British State, my research has
revealed the connections between leading scientists, government
administrators, and military officers, and their interplay in the
establishment and development of oceanographic studies. Taking a
sociological approach, I argued that at the core of the
political-scientific interface there existed key policy networks and
that historians can gain a better understanding of this interaction by
looking at some of the key figures, or ‘nodes’ in these networks, so
as to gain a better understanding of the dynamics and historical

evolution of the policy networks
that emerged in Cold War Britain.

My current research, as part of the
Unsettling Scientific Stories

project, centers on understanding
the role that scientific futures had
in shaping British society during
the Cold War. An era that saw the
birth of the Jet Age, the Space Age
and the Nuclear Age, and also influential pop culture texts such as
Doctor Who, Star Trek, and The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy

that reflected, responded to, and inspired advancements in
real-world science. I am also the lead researcher developing the
digital sociological components of the project, which includes an
interactive online game that will help us to better understand the role
of experts in influencing decision making, supporting an
ever-increasing research database tracking the history of the future
through periodicals (lead researcher: Dr Mat Paskins, Aberystwyth
University), and recording the results of fieldwork that engages with
science readers and explores how they use fiction to engage with
science and imagined futures. You can find out more about the
Unsettling Scientific Stories Project and read about our progress in
regular blogposts at unsettlingscientificstories.co.uk/ or follow us on
Twitter: @UnSetSciStories.

Beyond my research I am an active member of the British Society
for the History of Science (BSHS). In my capacity as a member of
the conference committee I support academic research events
across the country and in July 2017 I will be involved in bringing the
BSHS annual conference to the University of York.

I am delighted to have joined SATSU in May 2016 as Professor of

Sociology, Science & Technology, having been at Cardiff School of

Social Sciences for 16 years. My research works between medical

sociology and the social study of science and technology, with a

focus on biopolitics and the cultural and existential effects and

affects of how science and medicine are done. I have published

widely on genetics, science & medicine; the body & personhood;

care: politics and practices; contemporary social

philosophy/(post)humanisms, including the place of animals & other

non-humans in science and the ordering of social relations. I work

ethnographically, illustrating theoretical discussion with analyses of

contemporary art & literature alongside field work. Books include

The Gene, the Clinic and the Family

(Routledge) which won the BSA/
Medical Sociology Annual book prize
and Un/Knowing Bodies (Sociological

Review Monograph/Wiley-Blackwell).
I am editor of the journal Sociology of

Health and Illness and on the Board
of the Sociological Review. My
current work, a collaboration with life
scientists, focusses on biology,
ageing and interspecies relationality. 
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