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First year economics modules 2012/13 
 
This booklet provides the module outlines for the first year modules provided by 

the Department of Economics. 
 

Stage/Year 1 modules in Economics 
 
Stage 1 Economics consists of two modules. The first module, entitled Economics 

1 consists of 24 lectures in the Autumn and Spring Terms. These lecture 
programmes are complemented by weekly tutorial meetings. Economics 1 
tutorials are in the Autumn and Spring Terms. The second module is Economic 

Policy consisting of 20 lectures in the Autumn and Spring Terms. Economic Policy 
tutorials are in the Autumn and Spring Terms. Both modules are examined in the 

Summer Term. 
 
Advanced level Economics is not a requirement, so the module aims to provide a 

self-contained introduction to economic theory and its applications. The emphasis 
is very much on the use of economic analysis in illuminating some of the 

problems of contemporary society, and on the integration of economics with 
other subjects. 
 

Students with a prior acquaintance of economics will find the module structure 
provides ample stimulus for further refinement and development of their skills. 

However, such students need to avoid complacency because topics with titles 
that are familiar from their A level syllabus tend to be treated rather differently 
at University. A level notes should not be relied upon! Also, a range of textbooks 

is recommended, so that you should not need to rely on the textbook used for A-
level Economics. 

 
Our attitude to mathematics is a practical one. Some simple techniques (mostly 
diagrams and simple equations) are used, but only where this provides an aid to 

understanding. All of these techniques will be explained at the time they are 
introduced. A familiarity with GCSE mathematics should be sufficient. A greater 

familiarity with mathematical techniques is required in the second and third 
years of the degree programme. However, this is provided by purpose-designed 
modules. 

 
Students having problems with any aspect of the module, including mathematical 

content, will find support is available from their Supervisor or Tutor. 
 

Background reading for modules in Economics 
 

 Bookes,K. (2009) Reading and Understanding Economics. Prentice-Hall 
 Parkin,M., Powell,M. and Matthews,K. Economics. 8th ed. 

 
Textbook purchases should be deferred until you arrive at York and can consult 
your tutor. 
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Economics 1 
 
Module Code: 

ECO00001C 

Credits: 20 Terms: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  24 Lectures, 8 Tutorials (32 contact hours) 

Module Organiser:  Dr F Bravo 

 

Overview 
This module will introduce students to micro and macroeconomic theory and 

shows how the theory can be applied to some of the problems of microeconomic 
policy in the UK. The emphasis will be on theory and applications; theory will 
only be introduced where it can be supported with application and examples, 

usually from the UK. In presenting and applying theory, extensive use will be 
made of diagrams. 

 
Aims 

 To introduce students to elementary micro and macroeconomic analysis 

 To challenge students with A level Economics to re-interpret and reinforce 
their existing knowledge 

 To enhance theoretical understanding to a level at which instructive critical 
theoretical appraisal is possible 

 To help students learn to apply elementary theory to explain phenomenon 

and analyse policy issues 
 To enable students to gain sufficient confidence to apply theory to 

problems not previously encountered 
 Assessed essays, exercises, assignments and tutorial work will enable the 

student to develop written, numerical, graphical, presentational and group 

work skills 
 

Objectives 
On completing the module a student will be able to: 

 Understand the concepts used in micro and macroeconomic theory 

 Assess critically real economic problems and controversies over public 
policy 

 
Assessment 
In Term: Tutorial Exercises 
 

Stage 1 Examination: Unseen 1.5 hour multiple choice examination in the 
Summer Term. 
 

Revision: Copies of the above papers are available from:  
www.york.ac.uk/economics/current-students/ug-information/exampapers/. 

 
You are advised to consult past papers to familiarise yourself with the kinds of 

questions asked in the examinations. 
 
Pre-requisites 

None 
 

Main References 
Parkin,M., Powell,M. and Matthews,K. Economics. 8th ed. 

http://www.york.ac.uk/economics/current-students/ug-information/exampapers/
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Economic Policy 
 
Module Code: 

ECO00002C 

Credits: 20 Term: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  20 Lectures, 6 Tutorials (26 contact hours) 

Module Organiser:  Dr Andrew Pickering 

 

Overview 
This module is introduces students to the analysis of economic policy. The 

module shows how economic theory can be applied to the design and 
assessment of economic policy and also how empirical evidence may be used to 
evaluate policy effectiveness. Topics taught recently related to microeconomic 

policy include minimum wage policy, UK education policy, and aspects of global 
warming. Macroeconomic policy topics have included inflation, government 

expenditure and taxation, and the business cycle. 
 
Aims 

 To show students how economic theories from the Economics I module 
can be used to analyse economic problems and to assess policy solutions 

 To analyse a set of policy issues of current concern in both the UK and the 
wider international economy 

 

Objectives 
On completing the module a student will be: 

 Able to understand the economic rationale for government economic policy 
decisions in a variety of areas 

 Familiar with techniques for measuring economic performance and 

outcomes 
 Able to evaluate economic policy 

 
Assessment 
Procedural in Term: Tutorial exercises 

 
Stage 1 Examination: Unseen 1.5 hour essay examination in the Summer 

Term 
 
Co-requisites 

Economics 1 (ECO00001C) 
 

Main References 
Begg, D., Fischer, S., and Dornbusch, R. Economics. Latest edition. London: 

McGraw-Hill. 
 
Parkin,M., Powell,M. and Matthews,K. Economics. 8th ed. 

 
Miles, D. & Scott, A. (2004). Macroeconomics: Understanding the Wealth of 

Nations. 2nd ed. John Wiley. 
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Using Mathematics in Economics 
 
Module Code: 

ECO00003C 

Credits: 20 Terms: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  24 Lectures, 12 Seminars (36 contact hours) 

Module Organiser:  Mr J Bone 

 

Overview 
This module provides an introduction to the use of mathematics in economics. 

 
Aims 
To introduce you to some of the ways in which mathematics can be useful in the 

study of economics, and to give you sufficient grounding in mathematics for the 
core economics modules in Stages 2 and 3. 

 
Objectives 
On completing this module a student will be able to: 

 Use key mathematical techniques and ideas such as equation-solving, 
differentiation and optimisation 

 Understand how these techniques can be used in economic analysis 
 
Assessment 

The module is assessed by one 2-hour unseen examination in the Summer Term. 
 

Pre-requisites 
None 
 

Main References 
Renshaw, G. Maths for Economics. Oxford University Press  

 
Before buying a textbook you should wait for further information as given in the 
module guide at the start of the Autumn Term. 
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Introductory Statistics 
 
Module Code: ECO00005C Credits: 20 Terms: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  32 Lectures, 10 Tutorials (42 contact hours) 

Module Organiser:  Professor P Burridge 

 
Overview 

The course consists of two sections. The material covered in the first section is 
mainly concerned with descriptive statistics, correlation and regression, 

probability and sampling. The second section is concerned with inference and 
hypothesis testing. The topics covered will include: the nature of data; frequency 
distributions; measures of location and dispersion; correlation; simple 

regression; probability; discrete and continuous random variables; binomial and 
normal distributions; sampling distributions of sample means and sample 

proportions; estimation (point and interval) and testing hypotheses. 
 
Aims 

 To be aware of the statistical methods of relevance in Economics that are 
available for describing data and making inferences using information from 

samples 
 To discuss the main results and assumptions underlying such methods 

 To interpret and evaluate statistical work by others and to provide a 
starting point for carrying out your own investigations 

 To be provided with a proper foundation for the Stage 2 and 3 programme 

in quantitative methods 
 

Objectives 
On completing the module a student will be able to: 
 Understand concepts relevant to summarising and interpreting data, and 

be able to carry out relevant calculations 
 Understand the basic ideas of probability, random variables and probability 

distributions, and be able to apply basic rules and results in different 
contexts 

 Understand the concepts of populations, samples and sampling 

distributions 
 Understand and be able to apply procedures for estimating quantities of 

interest and testing claims about such quantities 
 Understand the role of correlation and simple regression in analysing the 

relationship between two variables, and be able to apply these tools and 

discuss empirical results 
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Assessment 

A two-hour unseen examination in the Summer Term. 
 

You are permitted to bring to the exam your copy of the course text: 
Barrow, M. Statistics for Economics, Accounting and Business. 5th ed. Prentice-

Hall. 
 
An aide memoire will be provided if you forget your textbook. 

 
Pre-requisites 

Introductory Statistics is intended for social science students whose 
mathematical background is less than A-level Mathematics at Grade B, or 
equivalent. 

 
 Students should select IST if they have A Level Maths at Grade A 

 Students with A Level Maths at Grade B that included a significant 
amount of statistics should also select IST 

 All other students should select Intro Stats instead of IST 

 Please note that module options in Statistics and Econometrics in Years 2 
and 3 are available only to students that have taken IST in Year 1 

 
You are not permitted to take both Introductory Statistics (ECO00005C) and 
Introduction to Statistical Theory (ECO00006C). 

 
Main References 

Barrow, M. Statistics for Economics, Accounting and Business. 5th ed. Prentice-
Hall 
 

../Part%201%2010-11/local.yrk/ins/extras/am02.pdf
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Introduction to Statistical Theory 
 
Module Code: 

ECO00006C 

Credits: 20 Terms: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  36 Lectures, 4 Problem Classes,4 Tutorials (46 contact 

hours) 

Module Organiser:  Dr F Iacone & Dr J Thijssen 

 
Overview 
This module is compulsory for first-year students taking degrees in: 

 Economics and Econometrics 
 Economics, Econometrics and Finance 

 Economics and Mathematics 
 
This module is a pre-requisite for the second year module Econometric Theory I 

(ECO000019I). 
 

Aims 
Introduction to Statistical Theory introduces students to some basic ideas and 
techniques of probability theory and statistical analysis. 

 
Objectives 

On completion of Introduction to Statistical Theory, students will be provided 
with a firm foundation for intermediate econometric and statistical modules 
studied in Stage 2 & 3. 

 
Students will be familiar with: 

 The basic tools required to develop and understand statistical ideas and 
problems 

 The basic principles of probability theory 
 The use of probability theory in statistics 
 Methods available to summarise statistical data 

 Some aspects of the theory underlying commonly used techniques in 
estimation and testing using observed data 

 
Assessment 
Introduction to Statistical Theory is examined by means of a 2-hour University 

Closed examination. 
 

The standard calculator for use in University examinations will be provided: no 
other calculator can be used. 
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Pre-requisites 

 Students should select IST if they have A Level Maths at Grade A 
 Students with A Level Maths at Grade B that included a significant 

amount of statistics should also select IST 
 All other students should select Introductory Statistics instead of IST 

 Please note that module options in Statistics and Econometrics in Years 2 
and 3 are available only to students that have taken IST in Year 1 

 

You are not permitted to take both Introduction to Statistical Theory 
(ECO00006C) and Introductory Statistics (ECO00005C). 

 
In addition, students should have a suitable non-programmable calculator. 
Coursework will be set given the presumption students are so equipped. 

 
Main References 

Suitable main course texts for most of the material discussed in the module are: 
Spiegel, M R., Srinivasan, A. and Schiller, J J. (2000). Schaum’s Outline of 
Theory and Problems of Probability and Statistics. 2nd ed. McGraw-Hill. ISBN 00 

71350047. 
 

Miller, I. & Miller, M. (2004). John E. Freund’s Mathematical Statistics with 
Applications. 7th ed. Pearson Prentice-Hall. 
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Historical Perspectives on Long-Run 

Economic Growth 1800-1939 
 
Module Code: 

ECO00007C 

Credits: 20 Terms: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  18 Lectures, 2 Whole Group Tutorials, 3 Small Group Tutorials 

(23 Contact Hours) 

Module Organiser:  Dr M Morys 

 
Overview 

Why at the beginning of the twenty-first century are some nations rich and some 
nations poor? Why did some nations industrialise in the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries, but others not? This module surveys long run economic 
growth and development from a national and international perspective, seeking 
to explore the determinants of economic growth and to identify the role played 

by the state, by technology and by international trade and financial regimes in 
the experience of growth and development. 

 
Lectures are given during the Autumn and Spring Terms of the first year. They 
are supplemented by tutorials, two of which will be whole group tutorials and 

three of which will be small group tutorials (approx 15 students). These provide 
opportunities for discussion of the lectures and for work on related topics not 

covered in the lecture course. Tutors also set essays on selected topics. 
 
A detailed lecture outline and reading list, and a list of tutorial topics, is provided 

at the beginning of the Autumn Term and the Spring Term for each of the 
modules. 

 
Aims 
On completing this module, students will have a greater appreciation of 

 How and why the ‘great divergence’ between the western and the eastern 
economies occurred 

 The process of and determinants of industrialisation in the western 
economies 

 International regimes and the importance of trade 

 International regimes and the role of fixed/floating exchange rate regimes 
 Sustainable economic growth and league tables of leading economies 

 The impact of the depression on the western developed economies 
 Alternative ways of managing the economy: fascist regimes in inter-war 

Europe and the communist regime in Russia 

 
Objectives 

On completing the module students will have a greater understanding of 
 The causes and consequences of industrialisation 
 The role of international regimes in terms of trade, finance and exchange 

rate mechanisms 
 Alternative modes of organising economic growth : Fascism and 

Communism 
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Assessment 

One unseen examination of 3 hours in the Summer Term (100 per cent of the 
marks). 

 
Pre-requisites 

None. 
 
Main References 

Balderston, T. (2002). The World Economy and National Economies in the 
Interwar Slump. Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
Brown, I. (1997). Economic Change in South East Asia, c 1830-1980. Oxford 
University Press. 

 
Chang, H. (2002). Kicking Away the Ladder; Development Strategy in Historical 

Perspective. London: Antem Press. 
 
Davies, R W. (1998). Soviet Economic Development from Lenin to Khrushchev. 

Cambridge University Press. 
 

Federico, G. (2005). Feeding the World: An Economic History of Agriculture, 
1800-2000. Princeton University Press. 
 

Foreman-Peck, J. (1994). A History of the World Economy; International 
Economic Relations since 1850. 

 
Hughes, J. (2002). American Economic History. Addison Wesley. 
 

Jones, E. (2003). The European Miracle: Environments, Economies and 
Geopolitics in the History of Europe and Asia. Cambridge University Press. 

 
Kenwood, A G. & Lougheed, A. (1999). The Growth of the International 
Economy, 1820-2000. Routledge. 

 
North, D C. (1976). The Rise of the Western World, Cambridge University Press. 

 
Maddison, A. (2001). The World Economy: A Millennial Perspective. OECD. 

 
Sachs, J. (2005). The End of Poverty. Chapter 2. Penguin. 
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British Economic & Social History since 1939 
 
Module Code: 

ECO00008C 

Credits: 20 Terms: 1-3 

Contact Hours:  18 Lectures, 3 Tutorials, 2 Workshops (23 contact hours) 

Module Organiser:  Dr J Spicksley 

 

Overview 
This module is designed to meet the needs of three groups of students: those 

students taking single Honours Economics, those who are intending to specialise 
in Economic History in combination with Economics and those students who are 
taking other Joint Degrees in combination with Economics. The course provides 

an introduction to the long-run development of the British economy. The syllabus 
is selective, concentrating on the key themes within the period 1939 to 2008. 

These include mobilisation for war, post-war economic recovery, the relationship 
between war and the welfare state, welfare outcomes and the critique of the 
welfare state, the rise and fall of the managed economy, monetarism, Britain and 

Europe, human capital and British economic performance, de-industrialisation, 
and reversing economic decline (from Thatcherism to New Labour). Much of the 

period since 1939 is often seen as one of relative economic decline yet it was 
also a period characterised by a historically unprecedented rise in the standard of 
living. 

 
Lectures are given twice weekly during the Autumn and Spring Terms of the first 

year. They are supplemented by tutorials in groups of about 15 students. These 
provide opportunities for discussion of the lectures and for work on related topics 
not covered in the lecture course. 

 
A detailed lecture outline and reading list, and a list of tutorial topics, is provided 

at the beginning of the Autumn Term and the Spring Term for each of the 
modules. 
 

Aims 
 To provide an introduction to British economic and social history since 

1939 
 To identify the causes of relative economic decline 
 To analyse particular explanations for relative economic decline including 

government economic policy (at a micro and macroeconomic level), 
institutional rigidities, productivity and human capital formation 

 To establish the social consequences of economic change through welfare 
policy, income and wealth inequality, poverty, and the standard of living 

 To consider the historical debate surrounding particular events and topics 
such as the Second World War, the Welfare State, the Managed Economy, 
Globalisation, De-Industrialisation, Thatcherism, and Labour’s ‘New Deal’ 

 To identify the determinants of labour supply including the role of women 
in the economy, education, skill acquisition 

 To consider the economic implications of Britain’s wider relationships with 
the United States and Europe 
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Objectives 

On completion of this module, students would be expected to be able to: 
 Understand and explain the major changes in Britain’s economy and 

society during the period 1939 – 2008 
 Assess the implications of changes in the international economy on Britain 

 Assess the validity of competing explanations for these changes 
 Apply a limited range of economic, political and sociological theories to 

historical problems 

 
Procedural work: 

Tutors set procedural essays on selected topics. 
 
Assessment 

This module is assessed by an unseen 3-hour exam (3 questions to be 
attempted) in the Summer Term. 

 
Co-requisites 
Historical Perspectives on Long-Run Economic Growth 1800-1939 (ECO00007C). 

 
Main References 

Alford, B. (1988). British Economic Performance 1945-75. 
 
Floud, R. & Johnson, P. (eds.). (2004). The Cambridge Economic History of 

Modern Britain. Vol.3, 1939-2000. 
 

Glennerster, H. (2000). British Social Policy since 1945. 2nd. Ed. 
 
Glynn, S. & Booth, A. (1995). Modern Britain: an economic and social history. 

 
Johnson, P. (ed.). (1994). Twentieth Century Britain: Economic, Social and 

Cultural Change. 
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English for Economics 
 
All international students are entitled to 32 hours of English classes per Academic 

year. This module is for 16 hours and therefore takes up half of your entitlement. 
It is run in the Autumn Term and focuses on the language requirements of 
studying English in the first year of Economics and beyond. It will be run by the 

Centre for English Language Teaching and is aimed at students with an 
International English Language Testing System (IELTS) score of 6.5 or below. 

Those with higher scores should take one of the more advanced Open Access 
courses. 
 

Economics students can also take a second Open Access course, thereby making 
up the full 32 hour quota. We recommend, however, students take this second 

module in the Spring Term, thus spreading the workload and enabling continued 
learning. 
 

 

English for Economics 
 
Module Code: ECO00009C Credits: 0 Term: 1 

Contact Hours:  16 contact hours 

Module Organiser:  J Chantry - Centre for English Language Teaching (CELT) 

Module Web Page: www.york.ac.uk/celt/ 

 

Overview 
This module provides an introduction to the use of English in the study of 
Economics. The main focus is on the active skills of writing, speaking and note-

taking, though these are integrated with reading and listening practice. It is 
aimed primarily at students with little experience of academic study in English. 

The course will interface with the Economics 1 module (ECO00001C) and 
students will use material from Economics 1 in written tasks and discussion. 
 

Aims 
 To structure Economics written assignments logically and coherently 

 To become aware of the style and conventions of academic texts 
 To use vocabulary and grammar more accurately and appropriately in a 

written academic context 

 To participate actively and effectively in seminar discussions 
 To improve understanding of spoken English in the context of lectures and 

seminars, and to take effective notes during lectures 
 To read the Economics 1 course book and other key texts efficiently for 

general comprehension and specific information 
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Objectives 

 To present a written argument in both positive and normative terms 
 To organise paragraphs, including introductions and conclusions that are 

cohesive and coherent 
 To communicate key written functions effectively including: 

o Problem and solution 
o Cause and effect 
o Hypothesis 

 To participate in seminars by: 
o Responding to questions 

o Clarifying understanding 
o Expressing a point of view 

 To play an active part in case studies and problem-solving tasks 

 To read Economics texts, including graphical and statistical data, for gist 
and specific information 

 
Assessment 
Participating students will be given a short report on the progress they have 

made at the end of the course. This will be based on a number of written and 
spoken tasks including a short test in the penultimate week. This report, 

however, will only be issued to students who meet course requirements ie attend 
6 out of 8 sessions and complete tasks set. 
 

Pre-requisites 
The student should have a language score of IELTS 6.5 or lower. 

 
Co-requisites: 
Economics 1 (ECO00001C) 

 
Main References 

Bailey, S. (2003). Academic Writing: a practical guide for students. Cheltenham: 
Nelson Thornes. 
 

Clanchy, J. & Ballard, B. (1992). How to write essays. Melbourne: Longman. 
 

Cotterel, S. (1999). The Study Skills Handbook. Palgrave Study Guides, 
Macmillan. 

 
Stott, R. & Chapman, P. (eds). (2001). Grammar and writing. Harlow: Longman. 
 

Gillett, A. Using English for academic purposes: a guide for international 
students. Available online at www.uefap.co.uk/index.htm. 

 
 

http://www.uefap.co.uk/index.htm

