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Relevance Criteria
1. Relates directly to fluoride in public drinking water supplies
2. Is a primary study (not a review of studies)
3. Research involves only human subjects
4. Involves two groups with different fluoride concentrations in water supply
5. For caries studies: evaluates two points in time, one of which is less than one year

since the change of water fluoridation status in one of the groups

Inclusion Criteria (set 1)
Studies measuring positive effects

(ie caries)
1. At least two populations compared
2. Different fluoride levels in different

populations
3. Prospective study design, assessing

two points in time
4. Start of study less than one year since

change in fluoridation status
5. Measurable outcomes reported (ie.

Decayed, Missing and Filled Teeth
score)

Inclusion Criteria (set 2)
Studies measuring negative effects

(ie. Cancer, fluorosis, etc)
1. At least two populations compared
2. Different fluoride levels in different

populations

All references identified by search methods
and submissions from external bodies
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