3rd Conference of the International Society for Child Indicators 

University of York, 27 - 29 th July 2011 


Perceptions of Future Teachers and Education Professionals about Five Key Dimensions of Child Well-Being.
Bianca Thoilliez
, Enrique Navarro
, Esther López
 and Eva Expósito
.

In this research paper, we have not asked children or their parents about which are the determinants of child well-being, but those who, in the medium term, will become teachers, that is, the ones who will work at schools where children will spend much of their childhood. Our general purpose will not be to establish an index of child well-being, but to know which factors of child well-being are recognized by students of education and how do they prioritize them. The different elements of child well-being recognized by students of education are related to childhood theories which underlie their educational practices. In this way, their future professional performance will be, at least partly, driven by what they believe that children need to develop correctly, to feel well and to grow up happy. To this end, we have developed a measuring instrument able to collecting this information. This questionnaire has been focused on five key dimensions related to child well-being: (1) material well-being, (2) health and safety, (3) educational well-being, (4) relationships with the environment, and (5) subjective well-being. 
Test design obtained from first technical analysis, was a Likert evaluation scale with six possible levels of answer which we have applied to more than 800 undergraduate students of different Spanish teacher training programmes. We have examined differences in perceptions’ of child well-being in terms of personal characteristics such as age or sex, trough comparisons among means (Student´s, ANOVA).

The results have allowed us to establish which areas of child well-being are considered most relevant by future education professionals, and determine the existence of different centres of interest among students of education according to the speciality studied and level achieved. Likewise, differences in perceptions of child well-being have been analyzed taking into consideration the variables relatives to individual characteristics of future educational professionals who took part in our study. Finally, some reflections of interest aimed at improving the training of education professionals have been proposed in order to ameliorate their sensibility about children’s situations and different dimensions of child well-being.
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