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Abstract:

For 30 years Link-Up (NSW) Aboriginal Corporation has worked to assist Aboriginal people who, through the ‘welfare’ policies of previous governments, were forcibly separated from their families and communities when they were children.  Link-Up helps these Aboriginal people, known in Australia as the Stolen Generations, and their descendants to deal with the loss and trauma associated with forced separations, and reunites them with family where possible.
Link-Up’s experience, which is confirmed by national research, indicates that the effects of forced separations cannot be seen in isolation: they continue to have far-reaching effects on Aboriginal individuals, families and communities, frequently with inter-generational impacts. 

These impacts are exemplified by the extreme over-representation of Aboriginal children and young people in both foster care (nearly 40% of all children in care in NSW) and the juvenile justice system (47%of all children in custody in NSW).

For this reason Link-Up has broadened its activities in the last five years to give direct support to Aboriginal children and young people who today suffer the inter-generational impacts of the separations.  Services include: 
1. Link-Up’s innovative Family Link service which, for Aboriginal children and young people placed in foster care, helps to maintain links to their culture and community through family histories, family trees and sourcing kinship placements.  In 2010 Family Link received a NSW Premier’s Excellence Award for Leadership in Aboriginal Communities.
2. Link-Up Family Services, an Aboriginal foster care service providing 36 Aboriginal foster care placements for Aboriginal children.
3. Link-Up Conditional Youth Bail Service (LUCY B’s), which works supportively with Aboriginal children and young people in contact with the juvenile justice system. 
Our presentation will give an overview of these issues, including factors that need to be considered in inter-generational trauma, and showcase Link-Up’s current services for children and young people.
