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Child welfare services consist of a range of interventions in the community and in out of home placements. In Israel, as in many other countries, the professional ideology is to avoid out of home placements as much as possible and to prefer working with the child in the community. It is important however, to provide empirical data to examine which groups of children are actually being served in the community and in out of home placements, and what are  the differential outcomes achieved by these groups.

The aim of this study is to describe the child welfare involvement of a whole birth cohort of Israeli children: estimate the cumulative probabilities across childhood (0 – 18) to be involved with child welfare, and to be removed from home to a variety of placements (e.g., foster care, residential care, juvenile justice institutions, educational residential care). Further, the study examines the association between children's family background and their involvement in child welfare. Finally, the study compares the educational outcomes of children who were not involved in child welfare, children treated in the community and children in various placement types. 

The study population is all 125,982 Israeli children born in 1989. National administrative data bases covering a wide range of issues (census, welfare, education, health, justice) were linked, using the child's and parents' unique ID's. 
The findings indicate that the cumulative probability for an Israeli child to be involved with the child welfare system is 3.1%, of these 1.4% receiving only services in the community whereas the probability of ever being in a residential placement is 1.0%, in foster care 0.2% and in juvenile justice facility 0.4%. In addition, there is a probability of 3.9% to be in an educational (not welfare) residential care and 3.8% to be in an out of home religious school (Yeshiva) during childhood. 
There are major differences between Jewish and Arab children. Arab children have lower chances of being removed from home and higher probability to receive care in the community. Males have much higher chances to be in a juvenile justice facility. 
The educational outcomes of children involved in child welfare are much lower than all other children in the birth cohort. For example, whereas the probability of completing a full high school diploma (matriculation tests) in the general population was 46.8%, it was 15.1% for children involved in child welfare in the community, 22.5% among children in foster care, 11.9%  in residential care, and only4.3%  in juvenile justice facilities. 
The paper will compare the findings internationally and discuss potential implications. 
