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In this paper, we develop a method of classifying children and their households according to their poverty and vulnerability (taxonomy) using quantitative and qualitative information to reflect the situation of children and the households they live in with respect to poverty and vulnerability. The taxonomy will be built using Ethiopian data from Young Lives, a long-term study of childhood poverty, with the specific purpose of analysing children’s life trajectories. The approach should thus not merely be geared to reflect multiple dimensions, consider issues of well-being and well-becoming but also to capture and provide insights into changes over time. In addition, it should allow for the identification of underlying mechanisms that influence and determine life trajectories. A wide range of studies on chronic and transient poverty have been undertaken from both a quantitative and qualitative perspective, although largely separately. Quantitative studies analyzing the dynamics of poverty have primarily used monetary poverty measures with recently an increasing body of research to extend such measures to incorporate non-monetary indicators such as literacy. Qualitative studies tend to be more participatory, for example, using group activities such as wealth rankings or individual life histories. Apart from a few recent studies, these quantitative and qualitative approaches towards the analysis of chronic poverty have developed in isolation with little cross-disciplinary interaction. In this paper, we aim to add to the body of research by taking a mixed-method approach for the development of a hybrid type of taxonomy of child poverty and well-being that can be used for a dynamic analysis. The paper also complements existing research and evidence on child poverty and well-being in the context of Ethiopia. 
