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Spending on children in the OECD and well-being outcomes: A question of how much or how?

In May of 2011 the OECD published Doing Better for Families, a wide-ranging policy report covering topics from fertility, to poverty to child protection in advanced economies.  As part of this report the OECD also updated and extended its analysis of public spending on children and indicators of child well-being outcomes.  This paper will introduce the new analysis of spending and child well-being outcomes to address whether variations in national-level child well-being outcomes are driven by how public money is spent or by how much public money is spent. 

The paper will be structured in three parts. The first will introduce the updated child age-spending profiles and explore how child policies and spending across the OECD have evolved since the early 2000s. The second will introduce the new analysis of child well-being outcome indicators, particularly in terms of how well-being measures have evolved over a generation of children in OECD countries, both within and between countries.  The third and final section will introduce evidence on the relationship between spending patterns and policy choices to the child well-being outcomes in the domains of education, health and material well-being. Policy recommendations for how countries can do better for families and children will be introduced.
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