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ABSTRACT (max. 300 words): 

A baseline study was undertaken in a large geographical area in south Dublin in 2004 to explore the lives of children and families living in the community. The study employed an extensive set of key indicators of children’s well-being including health, education, relationships and community connectedness to provide a holistic picture of children’s lives and to set out a benchmark for strategic developments in the community. Seventy-nine families with 187 children participated in the baseline study which used an anonymous survey design. A follow up study was conducted in 2010 using the same methodology but with an additional youth survey to indicate any change in children’s well-being in the community over six years. Twenty members of the community participated in intensive fieldwork training and implemented the adult survey over a two month period.  141 families with 313 children participated in the follow up study as well as 208 young people attending local secondary schools or youth organisations. A comparative examination of baseline and follow up findings in addition to comparisons with normative data (where feasible) were undertaken to explore any changes in the lives of children and families and to compare the lives of children in this community to those of children across Ireland and abroad. The findings were considered by multiple stakeholders including children and young people to ensure inclusivity of the target group and the accurate interpretation of the results. The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of key findings and trends emerging from both studies relating to child well-being and to highlight some of the methodological challenges associated with undertaking research involving community members.  
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