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Abstract
It is assumed that education might be one of the key aspects in avoiding social exclusion (Jackson & Sachdev, 2001), and it seems that children in public care are at risk of exclusion because of their inequality of opportunities in the educational system and particularly after leaving care. In the framework of a European research project
 we analysed the factors that lead young people from a care background to continue in education or to leave it, in order to explore how to enhance equal opportunities in education both for children in care and those leaving it.

In Spain the study used a multi-method approach including quantitative data collection to know the situation at school of children in care and to compare it to general population and qualitative data from in-depth interviews with young care leavers, interviews with social service managers, with adults nominated by the young people and with teachers. This first data collection was with the aim to start producing new systematic data developed on the educational achievements of children in care in Spain due to the absence of statistical data. The purpose of the qualitative part was to provide a deeper understanding of the major facilitators and obstacles for children in care to participate in education, in order to suggest improvements in policies, professional practice and research.  
Analysis of the data showed that only 30% of the adolescents in care are at the expected school level at the age of 16 compared to 70% of adolescents of the same age. On the other hand, the four clusters of the social agents involved, including the young people, have identified obstacles that led them to abandon education. The results suggest the need to develop statistics and data focused on children in care and their education with the objective to establish a system of indicators comparable across countries. In summary the available data challenges the present functioning of our child protection systems, suggesting we need to focus more on educational pathways, both because education is a right, but also to guarantee young people equality of opportunities in education and labour market. 
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