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Abstract Presentation:

Objective:

	The evaluation of two Canadian children’s programs targeted at vulnerable populations, have traditionally relied on conventional methods of program evaluation. This study demonstrates a new approach using geographic information systems (GIS) by establishing a partnership with geomatics experts to showcase innovative collective actions that support the improvement of the health of populations by spatially exploring and evaluating the geographic reach of target programs. 

By marrying GIS and program evaluation, this multi-disciplinary approach capitalizes on innovative partnerships to improve population health and foster more efficient and effective program services to improve children’s well-being.
This presentation will:

· Visually highlight which areas (i.e. neighbourhoods) have the highest/lowest rates of specific socio-economic indicators (i.e. unemployment) 

· Describe the successful strategies and tactics that emerged to build and sustain greater program awareness across sectors at the local, provincial/territorial, and national levels.


	Target Groups include management responsible for future program directions as well as policy and decision makers engaged in the implementation of health promotion programs for vulnerable populations.


	Partnerships are a key mechanism for knowledge exchange activities. Forging a partnership between GIS experts, evaluators, policy makers and community stakeholders, made it possible to combine qualitative and quantitative methods to measure community vulnerability and inform future interventions.


	This work supports relevance and reach evaluation of two national children’s programs, underscoring the vital connections between research, policy and practice and suggests the progressive steps required to take evidence-based action when addressing children’s well-being and the needs of communities.  


