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In the context of diversification of family structures, the number of children whose parents have formed separate households is increasing. According to the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child and local legislation, the child has the right to both parents and the parents are obliged to function in ‘the best interests of the child’ – both principles uncover high demands set to parents in terms of their life skills. The presentation is aimed to compare the self-reported wellbeing of children who live together with both parents with those whose parents have formed separate households (the latter group is called the ‘children with two homes’) and look at the presence of support persons of the child. The notion of ‘two homes’ is broader term than the ‘shared residence’, referring to the potential that the child could have as his or her additional social resource. 

The study questions whether the family group is able to function as an expanded network in the ‘best interests of the child’. The analysis is based on the international HBSC-survey and applies data from 2005/2006 (Estonian data). The analysis showed that in the case of Estonia where more than a half of children each year are born to parents who are not married, 8% of children below 7 live in a lone-parent family and the percentage is doubled in the age group of 15-17, the reconstituted families form about a tenth of all households with children – the wellbeing of children with ‘two homes’ is estimated lower than that of the children with ‘one home’ and the support person is found out of the expanded family network most often. Only one fifth of the child respondents having the ‘second home’, visit it regularly.
